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Agenda:

• Project and Funding Updates

• Final 2023 Funding and Legislative Updates

• Grant Steps Overview

• Application Highlights

• Cumulative Program Trends

• Timelines and Next Steps
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Project and Funding Updates: 
2022 Commerce Applications
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Readiness Assessment 
Submissions

Approved to Apply for 
a Full Grant

Full Grant Application 
Submissions

Grant Contract 
Awarded

55 $5,355,170 



Project and Funding Updates: 
January 2023 Commerce Applications
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Readiness 
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Apply for a Full 

Grant
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Application 
Submissions



Funding and Legislative Updates:
Two Original Programs Summary

• 216C.375: For schools outside of Xcel territory
• The Department of Commerce manages this program 
• Learn more at: Solar for Schools / Minnesota.gov (mn.gov)

• 216C.376: for schools located within Xcel territory
• Xcel Energy manages the Xcel program
• Proposed plan filing due from Xcel October 1
• Hoping to begin program in Quarter 2, 2022
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https://mn.gov/commerce/industries/energy/solar/solar-for-schools/


Funding and Legislative Updates:
Summary

11/21/2023 6

Legislative Changes:
- Consumer Protections:

- Definition of ‘electricity expenses’
- Grantee Annual Reporting Required on system energy production, grantee 

energy consumption, grantee electricity expenditures, …
- Eligibility changes

- Tribal Contract Schools (4 districts)
- Cooperative Districts (34 districts)
- System Size

- Outside Xcel: system size limit lifted from 40kWac to 1,000kWac
- Inside Xcel: program management transferred to Commerce

- Launch by January 2024
- Program Extension: applications can be accepted through 2032



Grant Steps Overview

Technical Assistance (Optional) -
• Available at any time during, before, or after RFP periods.

Project ID -
• Prior to beginning an application, schools must first obtain unique 

project ID for each application (installation site) by emailing 
SolarForSchools@state.mn.us

Step 1 - Notice of Intent: School Readiness Application:
• Annually in January and July 

• Schools deemed ready will be notified with a goal date by the end of 
February/August encouraged to submit a Full Grant Application

Step 2 - Full Grant Application:
• Upon Notification – Due by May 31/Nov 30
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mailto:SolarForSchools@state.mn.us


Application Highlights: Utility MOU
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Intent: demonstrates that communication has occurred 
between the school and their electric utility, providing the 
utility the opportunity to provide input and address the PV 
system’s:

 System Interconnection Barriers

 Electric Rate Escalator Assumptions

 Electric Tariff Impact



Application Highlights: Financial Cashflow Assistance
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Intent: To encourage discussions surrounding a PV system’s 
financial cashflow modeling, solar developers must include a 
completed cashflow template in the contract with a school, 
including details and justifications behind all assumptions and 
values used to calculate the system’s 25Y cashflow value:

Savings/Income:
 Solar for Schools Grant
 Other Grants / Incentives
 Total 25Y Value of Electricity

 Snow Loss / Total Losses
 Y1 kWh Production 
 DC to AC ratio
 Electric Rate
 Panel Degradation Rate
 Electric Rate Escalator

 Other Savings / Income

Expenses:
 Installation
 End-of-life Removal and 

Recycling
 Inverter Replacement 
 Insurance
 O&M
 Other Costs 



Grant Contract and Execution

Grant Contract and Installation Milestones:
• Contract term of up to 18 months to complete the installation, commissioning, and 

other paperwork deemed necessary.

• Up to one extension may be granted of up to six months, if extenuating 
circumstances prevail.

• Expected Milestones

• Month 6: Order all system components

• Month 12: File all necessary interconnection paperwork

• Month 18: system installed, and all permit, commissioning, and other system paperwork has been 
submitted to Commerce

• Month 18: promotional plan 

• Annual Submissions: Energy Production

• Funds dispersed according to the terms of the contract
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Xcel Solar*Rewards Solar for Schools
Commerce Solar for Schools

Funding and Legislative Updates:
Two Original Programs Summary



Funding and Legislative Updates:
Grant Sizes
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SOLAR FOR SCHOOLS GRANT SIZES
Independent and Special Districts 2022-2023 2024+ Proposed

ANTC/APU

≤ $5,000 95% 70%
> $5,000 & ≤ 
$9,250

85% 60%

> $9,250 & ≤ 
$13,500

70% 50%

> $13,500 & ≤ 
$17,750

55% 50%

> $17,750 & ≤ 
$22,000

40% 40%

> $22,000 25% 40%
Cooperative Districts - 40%

Tribal Contract Schools - 60%
MNSCU 40% 50%

- Elective Pay and Transferability Frequently Asked Questions: Elective Pay | Internal Revenue Service (irs.gov) - Inflation-Reduction-Act-Tribal-Guidebook.pdf (whitehouse.gov)

https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/elective-pay-and-transferability-frequently-asked-questions-elective-pay
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Inflation-Reduction-Act-Tribal-Guidebook.pdf


Funding and Legislative Updates:
Grant Sizes
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School
Type

System Size
(kWdc)

Grant Value
(% of System Cost)

Outside Xcel
Grant Cap ($)

Inside Xcel
Grant Cap ($)

Independent & Special School Districts

ANTC/APU
≤ $5,000

≤ 50

70%

$          84,000 $          84,000 
>50 and ≤ 125 $        175,000 $        175,000 

> 125 and ≤ 625 $        500,000 $        675,000 
> 625 and ≤ 1250 $        500,000 $        675,000 

ANTC/APU
> $5,000 & ≤ $9,250

or
Tribal Contract Schools

≤ 50

60%

$          72,000 $          72,000 
>50 and ≤ 125 $        150,000 $        150,000 

> 125 and ≤ 625 $        500,000 $        600,000 
> 625 and ≤ 1250 $        500,000 $        675,000 

ANTC/APU
> $9,250 & ≤ $17,750

or
MNSCU

≤ 50

50%

$          60,000 $          60,000 
>50 and ≤ 125 $        125,000 $        125,000 

> 125 and ≤ 625 $        500,000 $        500,000 
> 625 and ≤ 1250 $        500,000 $        675,000 

ANTC/APU
> $17,750

or
Cooperative Districts

≤ 50

40%

$          48,000 $          48,000 
>50 and ≤ 125 $        100,000 $        100,000 

> 125 and ≤ 625 $        400,000 $        400,000 
> 625 and ≤ 1250 $        500,000 $        600,000 



Funding and Legislative Updates:
Grant Sizes Not to Exceed $ Basis

11/21/2023 14

Dep’t SFS Grant Not to Exceed $ Basis

System Size (kWdc) Installed Cost ($/W)

≤ 50 $2.40

>50 and ≤ 125 $2.00

> 125 and ≤ 625 $1.60

> 625 and ≤ 1250 $1.20

NREL Tracking the Sun 2022 Nat’l Costs

System Size (kWdc) Installed Cost ($/W) 20th

– 80th Percentile Bands
Residential $3.20 – $5.20

Small Non-Residential 
(<100kWdc) 

$2.40 – $4.50

Large Non-Residential 
(100kWdc – 5MWdc)

$1.70 – $3.00

Docket No. E002/M-13-1015, Xcel 2022 Annual Report, Attachment A2. June 1, 2023.

Xcel’s S*R 2022 Installed Costs

System Size (kWdc) Installed Cost ($/W)

Residential $2.38

Commercial $1.25

Tracking the Sun (lbl.gov)

https://emp.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/5_tracking_the_sun_2023_report.pdf


Funding and Legislative Updates:
Grant Sizes Not to Exceed $ Basis
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Dep’t SFS Grant Not to Exceed $ Basis

System Size (kWdc) Installed Cost ($/W)

≤ 50 $2.40

>50 and ≤ 125 $2.00

> 125 and ≤ 625 $1.60

> 625 and ≤ 1250 $1.20

https://emp.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/5_tracking_the_sun_2023_report.pdf


Funding and Legislative Updates:
Grant Size Comparisons 2022-2023 v 2024+
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System Size
Xcel 2022-2023

Grant Value
Xcel 2024+
Grant Value

kW(dc) Production Upfront Total Min Max

Non-IQ

50 $       24,000 $         4,000 $     28,000 $      48,000 $      48,000

125 $       60,000 $       10,000 $     70,000 $   100,000 $   100,000

625 $    300,000 $       50,000 $  350,000 $   400,000 $   400,000

1250 $    600,000 $     100,000 $  700,000 $   600,000 $   600,000 

IQ

50 $       24,000 $       44,000 $     68,000 $     60,000 $     84,000 

125 $       60,000 $       90,000 $  150,000 $  125,000 $  175,000 

625 $    300,000 $     350,000 $  650,000 $  500,000 $  675,000 

1250 $    600,000 $     600,000 $  750,000 $  675,000 $  675,000 



Funding and Legislative Updates:
Grant Fund Availability Breakdown
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Total Remaining Grant Funds, Less Admin Costs and Program Reservations 



Cumulative Program Trends:
Maximum Grant Award Comparisons
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Cumulative Program Trends:
Project Potential
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Potential Program Impacts



Cumulative Program Trends

11/21/2023 20Brighter Future 2022 Report Page - Generation180

https://generation180.org/brighter-future-2022/


Cumulative Program Trends
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Timelines and Next Steps
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Readiness 
Assessment Open

Department 
Response

Full Grant 
Application Due

Department Goal 
Response

Jan. 2 – Jan. 31 By Feb. 28 Due May 31 By June 30

July 1 – July 31 By Aug. 31 Due by Nov. 30 By Dec. 31



Solar For Schools in Minnesota

24

Amanda Schienebeck, Solar For Schools Program Manager 

SolarForSchools@state.mn.us

MN.gov/Solar4Schools

mailto:SolarForSchools@state.mn.us

	Solar for Schools - Program Updates
	Agenda:
	Project and Funding Updates: �2022 Commerce Applications
	Project and Funding Updates: �January 2023 Commerce Applications
	Funding and Legislative Updates:�Two Original Programs Summary
	Funding and Legislative Updates:�Summary
	Grant Steps Overview
	Application Highlights: Utility MOU
	Application Highlights: Financial Cashflow Assistance
	Grant Contract and Execution
	Funding and Legislative Updates:�Two Original Programs Summary
	Funding and Legislative Updates:�Grant Sizes
	Funding and Legislative Updates:�Grant Sizes
	Funding and Legislative Updates:�Grant Sizes Not to Exceed $ Basis
	Funding and Legislative Updates:�Grant Sizes Not to Exceed $ Basis
	Funding and Legislative Updates:�Grant Size Comparisons 2022-2023 v 2024+
	Funding and Legislative Updates:�  Grant Fund Availability Breakdown
	Cumulative Program Trends:�Maximum Grant Award Comparisons
	Cumulative Program Trends:�Project Potential
	Cumulative Program Trends
	Cumulative Program Trends
	Timelines and Next Steps
	Solar For Schools in Minnesota

