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Grant ends 8-year term as Energy Division leader, leaves
legacy of clean energy achievements

Bill Grant ended 8 years as deputy commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division
of Energy Resources on Feb. 1, leaving a legacy of clean energy action and consumer protection. Grant,
under Governor Mark Dayton’s administration, developed and managed programs and policies in five
units: Energy Planning and Advocacy, Energy Facility Permitting, State Energy Office, Energy Assistance
Program, and Telecommunications.

“It has been my honor to serve the citizens of Minnesota over the last eight years,” said Grant. “Many
critical challenges lie ahead, but the existential threat of climate change must be taken most seriously. It
is my hope that we have helped put Minnesota on a path to addressing this threat in the same way that
Minnesotans solve other major challenges: by coming together to work pragmatically despite our
differences.”

Under Grant’s tenure, his division advocated in the public interest at the Public Utilities Commission for
customers of regulated electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications companies. Its efforts to keep
investor-owned utility rates low saved Minnesota customers well over $1 billion during the last decade.
In addition, DER administered programs to assist low-income Minnesotans in paying energy bills and
permanently reducing their energy use; provided unbiased information to consumers about how to
conserve energy; worked with electric and natural gas companies as they deliver programs to help their
customers conserve energy; administered incentive programs for Minnesotans who want to generate
their own electric and thermal energy from renewable sources such as wind and solar; and conducted
environmental reviews of proposed power plants, transmission lines, pipelines, and large renewable
energy projects.

Here's a sample of achievements under Grant’s leadership over the last 8 years:

o Showed through an Energy Division analysis that certain older coal-fired power plants were no
longer economically feasible to operate, which led to a drop in coal’s share of Minnesota’s
electricity generation mix from 62% in 2005 to 45% in 2015.

e Through the same type of analysis, Minnesota added over 1,500 MW of wind and nearly 800
MW of solar since 2011.

e Helped pass and implement comprehensive solar and distributed generation legislation that
included a Solar Energy Standard and a first-in-the-nation Value of Solar tariff.

e Reduced power sector carbon emissions by 29% since 2005, nearly achieving the 2025 Next
Generation Act target 6 years early.

e Established a formal cooperation agreement with the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia
on renewable energy best practices.

e Worked to assist local clean energy efforts through creation of the Clean Energy Community
Awards program.

e Prepared studies on emerging technologies and practices in energy efficiency, storage,
microgrids, and renewable energy integration.



e Responded to the propane crisis in the winter of 2013-14, which included emergency $20
million State energy assistance appropriation and $2 million State weatherization funding and
delivered-fuel consumer protection legislation.

e Prepared the most comprehensive environmental review of a proposed large energy project
(Enbridge Line 3) in state history.

e Investigated consumer complaints and recommended remedial actions against Frontier
Communications.

Prior to joining Commerce, Grant served for 15 years (1995-2010) as associate executive director of the
Izaak Walton League of America. During three years prior to that, he was associate director of the
League’s Midwest Office, where he directed advocacy of utility regulatory reform policies to promote
energy efficiency and renewable energy in the Upper Midwest.

Grant’s leadership will be greatly missed.



