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US CENSUS DATA 

OUTLINE

Population changes

Population profile

• English Proficiency

• Citizenship

• Educational Attainment

• Economic background

Topics not shown in the US Census Data

Presentation will be followed by panel discussion



A BRIEF 

EXPLANATION

Minnesota Data                                  National Data

Slides within this power point contain data on both Minnesota 
and national Asian Pacific populations. The following symbols 
are included on each slide to indicate the population reflected in 
graphs.



MINNESOTA’S ASIAN 

POPULATION

Minnesota is home to over 
250,000 Asian Pacific Islanders.

Minnesota also has the
• 2nd largest population of Hmong

• 3rd largest population of Lao

• 5th largest population of Burmese

• 6th largest population of 
Cambodians

in the United States

Minnesota also has one of the 
largest adopted Korean 
populations in the U.S.

Hmong 
66,181

Asian 
Indian
38, 097

Chinese* 
28,776

Vietnamese 
27,086

Korean 
20,995

Filipino 
15,660

Laotian 
12,009

Cambodian 
9,543

Japanese 
7,995 Burmese 

3,763

*except Taiwanese
Source: U.S. Census 2010, Summary File 1

Minnesota’s Ten Largest Asian Populations, by Ethnic Group 
(Alone, or in any combination)



THE ASIAN 

POPULATION COUNT

Fast Facts:

The Asian population in MN makes 

up about 4% of the total state 

population.

Minnesota has the largest ratio of 

Southeast Asians (to total Asian 

population) among all states.  

• 50.2% of MN’s Asian population 

are SE Asian compared to the 

national average of 20.7%.

Race reporting for the Asian Population 
by Selected Categories: 2010
(alone or in combination)

Ethnic Group Number 
Percentage of 

Total

Asian Indian 38,097 15.0%
Bangladeshi 858 0.3%
Bhutanese 284 0.1%
Burmese 3,763 1.5%
Cambodian 9,543 3.8%
Chinese (except Taiwanese) 28,776 11.4%
Filipino 15,660 6.2%
Hmong 66,181 26.1%
Indonesian 665 0.3%
Japanese 7,995 3.2%
Korean 20,995 8.3%
Laotian 12,009 4.7%
Malaysian 431 0.2%
Nepalese 1,438 0.6%
Pakistani 2,840 1.1%
Sri Lankan 944 0.4%
Taiwanese 1,365 0.5%
Thai 2,734 1.1%
Vietnamese 27,086 10.7%
Other Asian, specified 267 0.1%
Other Asian, not specified 11,343 4.5%

Total Asian 253,274 100.0%
Source: U.S. Census  2010, Summary File 1



OUR NEWEST 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Out of the 2,320 primary refugee arrivals in 
Minnesota last year (2011), 

• Arrivals from Bhutan made up 8.5%

• Arrivals from Burma (Myanmar) made up 35.6% 

As a comparison, Somali refugees made up 28.9% 
of the 2011 primary refugee arrival population.

Source: MN Department of Health. “Primary Refugee Arrival To Minnesota by Initial County Of Resettlement and 
Country of Origin, 2010.” http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/refugee/stats/10yrsum.pdf



CHANGES

2000 TO 2010

Between 2000 and 2010, the Asian 
population in MN grew 50.9% in the 
last decade due to:

• Natural increases (births),

• immigration and,

• other migration movements.

Of note, the South Asian population 
in MN doubled in the past decade. 

Source: 2000 and 2010 US Census
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GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

(AREA OF RESIDENCE)

While Minneapolis and St. Paul remain to be the main cities of 
residence for Asian populations, many are moving to suburbs or 
outside of the metro.

Other places that have experienced increased Asian growth are Hugo, Prior Lake, Elk River, Blaine, Cottage 
Grove, Farmington, North St. Paul, Rosemount, Ham Lake, Lino Lakes, Chaska, Ramsey, Oakdale, Maple 
Grove, Lakeville, Maplewood, Stillwater, Woodbury, Andover, Lake Elmo, White Bear Lake, Coon Rapids, 
Eden Prairie, Mounds View, Edina, Savage, Champlin, Plymouth…

City Asian population

2000 2010 % in growth Total number of 
growth

St. Paul 38,649 46,396 20% 7,747

Minneapolis 26,601 25,847 -2.8% -754

Brooklyn Park 6,748 12,785 89% 6,037

Woodbury 2,599 6,428 147% 3,829

Blaine 1,355 5,163 281% 3,808

Shakopee 595 4,347 630% 3,752

Source: 2000 and 2010 US Census



GEOGRAPHIC 

DISTRIBUTION, CON’T
City Vietnamese population in MN Lao population in MN

2000 2010 % # 2000 2010 % #

St. Paul 2,915 2,357 -19.14% -558 1,426 379 -73.42% -1,047

Minneapolis 2,612 1,760 -32.62% -852 2,522 1,166 -53.77% -1,356

Brooklyn Park 1,989 2,774 39.47% 785 1,299 1,597 22.94% 298

Woodbury 217 581 167.74% 364 35 35 0% 0

Blaine 358 1,233 244.41% 875 20 122 510.00% 102

Shakopee 89 902 913.48% 813 120 420 250.00% 300

City Hmong population in MN Cambodian population in MN

2000 2010 % # 2000 2010 % #

St. Paul 26,509 29,662 11.89% 3,153 1,358 1,177 -13.33% -181

Minneapolis 10,489 7,512 -28.38% -2,977 404 389 -3.71% -15

Brooklyn Park 1,292 5,151 298.68% 3,859 164 294 79.27% 130

Woodbury 291 1,103 279.04% 812 74 155 109.46% 81

Blaine 188 950 405.32% 762 33 76 130.30% 43

Shakopee 4 63 1475% 59 95 580 510.53% 485

Source: 2000 and 2010 US Census

Source: 2000 and 2010 US Census



POPULATION PROFILE

Immigration

Citizenship and ability to vote

English proficiency

Educational attainment

Economic background



IMMIGRATION

Minnesota’s Asians 
are more likely to be 
foreign-born 
compared to other 
races.

As expected, this 
affects:

• Citizenship rates,
• English proficiency,
• Impact of culture,
• Etc.
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Citizenship

Citizenship not influences our ability 
to vote but also our eligibility to 
receive benefits, protection under 
US laws, and to establish a sense of 
stability.

The cost to take the citizenship test 
is nearly $700.

Note: Graph is from “A Community of Contrasts,” 
published by Asian American Center for 
Advancing Justice

FOREIGN-BORN, 

NATURALIZED



CIVIC POWER 

AND VOTING

Approximately 47% of 
Asian Americans able to 
vote did so in 2008.

In comparison, two-
thirds of the White 
population able to vote 
did so in 2008.

Note: Graph is from “A Community of Contrasts,” 
published by Asian American Center for Advancing 
Justice



ENGLISH 

PROFICIENCY

1 out of 3

About 32% of Asians are 
limited in English 
proficiency.

Even among the most 
English proficient Asian 
American ethnic groups, 
including Japanese and 
Filipino Americans, nearly 
one in five are LEP.

Note: Graph is from “A Community of 
Contrasts,” published by Asian American 
Center for Advancing Justice



EDUCATIONAL 

ATTAINMENT

42% of Asians in 
Minnesota have a 
bachelor’s degree but 
wide variations among 
different Asian ethnic 
groups.

Note: Graph is from “A Community of 
Contrasts,” published by Asian American 
Center for Advancing Justice



UNINSURED

The lack of health 
insurance can 
severely limit health 
care access for 
community members.

Too often, there are 
tragic stories of the 
death of a loved one 
due to  preventable or 
treatable conditions.

Note: Graph is from “A Community of 
Contrasts,” published by Asian American 
Center for Advancing Justice



UNINSURED, BY AGE



ECONOMIC 

MEASURES

Income

Poverty

Unemployment

Homeownership

Economic Contributions



INCOME

Looking at household income, 
Asians may appear to earn more 
than other groups.

However, the per capita income for 
Asians show they earn less than 
the state average.
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Due to the fact that there are more 
income earners in Asian 
households, it is more accurate to 
use per capita income rates to 
measure income levels for Asians.

Source: American Community 
Survey 1-Year Estimates.

Source: American Community 
Survey 1-Year Estimates.



INCOME, CONTINUED

Source: 2008-2010 American Community Survey (3 year estimates).
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POVERTY

In Minnesota, 16.9% of the Asian population lives below the 
poverty line. MN has the highest  Asian child poverty in the nation.

In comparison to other communities, the poverty rate for Asians may not 
seem as alarming. However, poverty varies considerably among Asian 
ethnic groups, with some among the most impoverished in the country.

Data from 2008-2010 American Community Survey 3-Year Estimates
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POVERTY, 

CON’T

Note: Graph is from “A Community of 
Contrasts,” published by Asian American 
Center for Advancing Justice



UNEMPLOYMENT

The unemployment rate for Asians in Minnesota is estimated to be 

10.1%. The White unemployment rate is 6.6%.

Unemployment is significantly higher for Hmong populations. Nationally, 

unemployment rates for Lao and Cambodian populations are 10%.
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Source: 2008-2010 American Community Survey, 3 year estimates



HOMEOWNERSHIP 

VS. RENTING

Housing is a 
fundamental human 
need. Aside from being 
part of the American 
dream, homeownership 
is also a measure of 
financial stability, strong 
credit, and wealth.

No Asian ethnic group 
has a higher 
homeownership rate 
than the national 
average.

Note: Graph is from “A Community of 
Contrasts,” published by Asian American 
Center for Advancing Justice



Nationally, 7% of Asians 
live in overcrowded 
housing, or in situations 
where there is more than 
one person per room.

The national rate is 3%.

Asian Americans are 
underrepresented in 
government-subsidized 
housing with only 3% of 
Asian Americans 
benefitting.

OVERCROWDED 

HOUSING

Note: Graph is from “A Community of 
Contrasts,” published by Asian American 
Center for Advancing Justice



ECONOMIC 

CONTRIBUTIONS

The Asian Pacific community 
undoubtedly contribute 
greatly to the economic and 
social wellness of the state.

From providing essential services to 
revitalizing economically depressed 
neighborhoods to leading companies 
and organizations to inspiring us 
through the arts, Asian Pacific 
Minnesotans are an essential part of 
Minnesota’s success and future.

$5.9 billion

662.1%

$2.4 billion

17,600+ 

The purchasing power of 
Minnesota’s Asian 
population in 2010.

The percentage of increase 
for the purchasing power 
since 1990.

Total revenue from Asian-
owned firms in MN

The number of paid 
employees of Asian-owned 
firms in MN

Data Sources:
Immigration Policy Center. “New Americans in Minnesota.” http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/just-facts/new-americans-minnesota
MN2020. “Made in Minnesota 2011: Fertile Ground for Minority Opportunity/” http://www.mn2020.org/issues-that-matter/economic-development/made-in-minnesota-2011-fertile-ground-
for-minority-opportunity
DEED. “Minding their Own Business.” http://www.positivelyminnesota.com/Data_Publications/Economic_Trends_Magazine/March_2011_Edition/Minding_Their_Own_Businesses.aspx



EXAMPLES

University Ave. Corridor businesses

Hmong Village

Hmongtown Market



EXAMPLES, 

CON’T

Leadership and expertise
Arts and humanities



SUMMARY: 

ISSUES HIGHLIGHTED BY 

US CENSUS DATA

• Changing areas of residence

• Areas of concerns:

• Education, English proficiency, economic disparities, lack 

of health insurance, vulnerability to immigration policies

• Potential for increased civic power

• Importance of the Asian Pacific community’s economic 

and social contributions



ISSUES NOT SEEN IN 

THE US CENSUS DATA

Significant concerns with health:

• Health disparities: Mental Health, Hepatitis B, Cancer

Other specific concerns and needs of the community

• Financial literacy, vulnerability to fraud and scams

• Discrimination

• Domestic Abuse

• Substance Abuse

• Communication to and from federal, state, local government



PANEL 

DISCUSSION

The panel will provide their own response to 
the US Census data presentation.


