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STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS

FOR THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

In the Matter of the Application of

Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation ORDER GRANTING LIUNA’S AND
for Authority to Increase Natural Gas Rates LOCAL 49’s INTERVENTION PETITION
in Minnesota

This matter is pending before Administrative Law Judge Barbara J. Case upon
Laborers’ District Council of Minnesota and North Dakota (LIUNA) and International Union
of Operating Engineers Local 49 (Local 49), (collectively referred to as the Unions) Motion
to Reconsider the Order on their Petition to Intervene.

Pursuant to Minn. R. 1400.6200 (2021) and for the reasons explained in the
memorandum below,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1. The Petition of LIUNA and Local 49 to Intervene as parties with full rights is
GRANTED.

Dated: March 28, 2023

Tl (g

BARBARA J. CASE
Administrative Law Judge




MEMORANDUM

On February 8, 2023, the Unions jointly petitioned for intervention as a party in the
Public Utility Commission’s (Commission) consideration of the application by Minnesota
Energy Resources Corporation (MERC) for approval to increase natural gas rates,
pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0800 (2021). On March 1, 2023, the undersigned denied the
petition explaining that the Unions had not addressed how they are directly affected by
the outcome of the case; and how the proceeding will bind or affect an interest peculiar
to them, as distinguished from an interest common to the public as a whole. On March 20,
2023, the Unions filed a Request for Reconsideration of that Order.

LIUNA and Local 49 are democratic labor organizations that represent more than
25,000 construction workers and public employees in Minnesota. No party objected to the
Unions’ Motion to Intervene. In fact, on March 24, 2023, MERC filed a letter stating that it
did not object to the Unions being full parties in this matter and noting that “the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission, during its March 23, 2023 deliberations in Xcel Energy’s
natural gas rate case, Docket No. G002/GR-21-678, expressed a desire to ensure
organizations representing utility workers — like LIUNA and Local 49 — are provided an
opportunity to fully participate as a party in dockets involving issues that may affect them,
such as general rate cases addressing line extension policy.”

The Unions represent members in many capacities, including, but not limited to,
referring members for construction employment; bargaining with union employers over
wages, benefits and working conditions; representing members in disputes with
employers; encouraging construction owners and contractors to use union labor;
advocating for public policies that protect the rights and livelihood of workers; providing
health, retirement, training, and vacation savings benefits through joint
labor-management funds; and educating members about issues that affect their jobs and
lives.

In their Request for Reconsideration the Unions specifically addressed issues in
this matter that potentially impact their members. These issues included utility cost
recovery as potentially impacting utility investments, and consequently job creation, in
Minnesota. The Unions also identified policy issues such as the impact line extension
may have on job opportunities for its members.

Upon careful reconsideration of the factors set forth in Minn. R. 1400.6200 and the

Unions’ motion to reconsider the Petition to Intervene in this matter, the undersigned
grants LIUNA and Local 49 permission to intervene in this proceeding as full parties.

B.J.C.

' Letter, March 24, 2023.
[188543/1] 2



	IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:
	MEMORANDUM

