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The Capitol Area Principles 
 

As the symbolic heart of the State,  
the Vision for the Capitol Area is  

to be a unifying factor for all who 
come to visit, live, work, learn and play. 

 

Principle 1:  As Minnesota’s seat of government and destination for 
thousands each year, the Capitol Area offers the highest 
quality experience to visitors.  

This chapter describes civic role of Capitol Area in Minnesota, Minnesota’s Front 
Yard, The Capitol as a heart and identity of the Capital City, and ensuring the highest 
quality visitor experience. 

 
Principle 2: The Capitol Building and Mall are central to the 

identity of Saint Paul and are a unifying focal point for 
the city, as Cass Gilbert once envisioned. 

This chapter covers the preeminence of the Capitol Building in the Capital City, the 
Campus Plan, and the intentional relationships from the Campus to the city fabric and 
the Mississippi River. 

 
Principle 3: The Capitol Area is a model for Minnesota, where best 

practices are expected in the planning, design and 
development of public and private projects.  

This chapter addresses how the Capitol Area can serve as a model in sustainability. The 
chapter introduces the following four chapters covering the public realm, 
transportation, land use and community.  

 
Principle 4: The entire Capitol Area provides an integrated, 

high-quality, human-scale public realm experience. 

This chapter outlines four key elements of the public realm, followed by policies that 
will enable those patterns: A Linked System of Parks and Open Spaces, The Public 
Right of Way, Building Frontages and Street-Level Activation, and Art in the Public 
Realm. 
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Principle 5: The Capitol Area is an urban multi-modal district, 
seamlessly connected to destinations. 

This chapter outlines key strategies to restore the nature of multi-modal transportation 
in the Capitol Area: a complete streets framework, multiple modes of transportation co-
located around integrated mobility hubs, and Capitol Area mode shift district 
strategies, including travel demand management and district and shared parking 
strategies. 

 
Principle 6: Land use diversity is encouraged throughout the 

Capitol Area. 

This chapter outlines four land use patterns relevant to diversity in the Capitol Area, 
followed by policies that will enable those patterns: Urban Campus, Transit-Oriented 
Development, Urban Village, and Missing Middle Housing. 

 
Principle 7: In all parts of the Capitol Area, new development 

respects community, assets and context. 

This chapter outlines our approach to planning, including topics covering: How is 
Planning Done in the Capitol Area? How is Project Design Reviewed in the Capitol 
Area? and Embracing Change in the Capitol Area. This chapter also introduces 
Development Frameworks for the three districts bordering the Capitol Campus: 

 

7A - The Capitol Rice District is an Urban Village with Leif 
Erickson Park at its center. 

The most significant potential for development in the Capitol Area in the next 10 years 
is within the Capitol Rice District. At the center is the Capitol Rice LRT station and Leif 
Erickson Park, with a growing vibrancy and unique sense of place integrated with a 
mobility hub for workers and community members. 

7B - New development in Capitol Heights should be 
sensitive to the existing scale and character. 

Capitol Heights has an intimate neighborhood scale that is attractive to residents and 
visitors. Its historic role as a strong residential neighborhood should be protected as 
new investment occurs. 

7C - The five-blocks of the Capitol Area that extend into 
the Fitzgerald Park neighborhood form important 
connections to the downtown core and river beyond.  

Development and public realm investments should be sensitive to context; reflecting 
both the civic qualities of the Capitol Campus as well as urban qualities of “a diverse, 
mixed-use, human-scaled neighborhood that celebrates culture, education and the arts, 
while providing for the needs of a growing residential population during all hours of 
every day and evening.”  ~Land Use Vision for Fitzgerald Park, from the Fitzgerald 
Park Precinct Plan (2010), pg 15. 
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