
             

 

Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board Meeting  
September 28, 2021, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

Minutes 
 
Board Members 
Present: Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan, Dr. Kate Beane, Alicia Belton, Elaine Fink, Rep. 
Mike Freiberg, James Garrett, Rep. Jerry Hertaus, James McClean, Sen. Sandy 
Pappas, Daniel Yang. 
Absent: Don Grundhauser, Sen. Carla Nelson. 
Quorum present? Yes. 

 
Proceedings 
Meeting Kick-Off          
• Remarks from new Executive Secretary Merritt Clapp-Smith 
• Board member roll call 
• Overview of Agenda 

 
CAAPB Board Minutes          
Board approved minutes from June 3, 2021, with an amendment to correct a typo referring to the 
term of Ted Lentz expiring in the year 3013 rather than 2013. An amendment was also made to 
include the new Board member, James Garrett Jr. 
 
Commemorative Works Task Forces – Status update     
Public Engagement Task Force (Chair Carl Crawford) gave an overview of the study. 

• The process and finding of the Task Force were presented. The Task Force was surprised to 
learn how few respondents had visited the Capitol for reasons other than school trips or 
protests and spoke on the importance of the Capitol area for all Minnesotans. 

• Lt. Gov. Flanagan requested elaboration on the focus groups and other individuals who 
contributed to the work of the Task Force. Task Force Chair Carl Crawford discussed the 
information received from various ethnic groups on how they view the Capitol, and the 
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Task Force’s desire to make the Capitol an inclusive and welcoming space for all.   
 

• Exec. Sec. Merritt Clapp-Smith remarked that the report on the findings of the Task force 
was nearing completion at time of meeting. 
 

• Task Force Chair Carl Crawford expressed interest in repeating the process of the Task 
Force in the future in order to represent all groups and individuals. Chair Crawford also 
noted the importance of making the Task Force’s questionnaire available in different 
languages and expressed his honor in participating in the project. 

 
Decision Process Task Force (Chair Dr Gwen Westerman) 

• Task Force Chair Westerman noted the lack of process for the removal of commemorative 
works. Also noted was the new use of plain language in procedures to ensure accessibility 
for the public. Task Force Chair Westerman stated that the Task Force’s report would be 
presented to the CAAP Board upon receipt of information from the Public Engagement 
Task Force. 

• Clarification was requested on whether the reports of the Decision Process and the Public 
Engagement Task Forces would be joint or separate, and the conclusion was the latter.  
 

Clapp-Smith provided an overview of Next Steps, showing some slides of schedule and activities. 
Clapp-Smith reiterated the lack of process for alteration, re-interpretation, or removal of existing 
commemorative works. Clapp-Smith gave an overview of the rule-making process.  
  
A motion was requested by Lt. Gov. Flanagan to embark on the rule-making process. The motion 
was moved, and then seconded by Sen. Pappas. Ten votes were cast in favor of the motion and no 
vote opposed -- the motion was approved.  
 
Campus Facilities Planning & Studies     
Wayne Waslaski from Department of Administration provided an overview of the Strategic 
Facilities Plan for Capitol Area. 
 
Waslawski gave an overview of Ford Building demolition study. The consultant selection process 
was to be completed shortly at time of meeting, with kickoff scheduled for October 2021. The 
planning was to include the evaluation of possibility for reuse and incorporation of original 
materials and design. Admin have made a budget request for funding in order to complete the 
Ford Building demolition and prepare for future development. 
 
Merritt Clapp-Smith noted that there are inconsistencies between the timeline for demolition and 
the process listed in the CAAP Board’s Comprehensive Plan, as well as what was discussed in the 
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December 2019 Board meeting. Clapp-Smith stated that more information would be presented at 
the November CAAP Board meeting. 
 
Planning, Zoning & Design Review Updates       
1. Watershed planning in Capitol area, presented by:   
CAAPB Principal Planner & Zoning Admin. Peter Musty 
CRWD Projects & Grants Div. Manager Anna Eleria 
Dir. Of Capitol Reg. Watershed Mark Doneux 
 
An overview was given on the programs and projects of the Capitol Regional Watershed District. 
The project was described in more detail, including the application of the CAAPB’s 2040 
Comprehensive Plan policies. The CRWD proposed to conduct a study that would create a 
framework for sustainable, resilient, and multi-beneficial stormwater management. A process and 
schedule for the study was shared with the Board, with completion projected for Fall 2022. 
Lt. Gov. Flanagan asked for a motion to approve the Resolution for the Capitol Area Watershed 
Study. The motion was moved and seconded. There were eight votes in favor, and the motion was 
approved.  
 
2. Sears Site, Bethesda, Saint Paul City School, others 
CAAPB Principal Planner & Zoning Admin. Peter Musty asked for questions related to the 
information given to Board members in the memo. Musty stated that at time of meeting, there 
had not been any formal indication from Ramsey County on future plans regarding Bethesda 
Hospital.  
 
In response to request for clarification on the Sears site project, Musty stated that there is more 
emphasis on residential rather than commercial development. 
 
Other Business           
Exec. Sec. Clapp-Smith provided an update on the Nellie Stone Johnson memorial. Clapp-Smith 
stated that the artist had completed a cast and arrangements would be made for the client group 
to view the cast. After the client group’s approval, casting for the memorial would proceed. At 
time of meeting there was no projected date for completion, but progress was being made.  
 
Adjourn  
Meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m. 
           
 


