
Memorandum 
Date:  09/11/2023 

To:  Peter Musty and Paul Mandell, Capitol Area & Architectural Planning Board 

From:  Amy Spong, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

CC: Curt Yoakum & Wayne Waslaski, Asst. Commissioners, Department of Administration 

RE: Ford Motor Company Building, Historic Status & Demolition 

Thank you for reaching out to the State Historic Preservation Office and inquiring about the status of the 
National Register nomination, and other concerns regarding the demolition of the Ford Motor Company 
Building (RA-SPC-3868) located at 117 University Avenue, St. Paul, Ramsey County.  Specifically, you asked 
us to respond to the following: 

1. What is (please explain) the status of the Ford Building nomination to National Register? (Please also
summarize briefly background of the nomination by SHPO.)

2. What are the considerations in regards to impacts (of both the demolition and proposed site changes) to the
neighboring National Register church (Christ on Capitol Hill Lutheran Church)?

Please refer to the two attachments that 1) summarize and address the status of the Ford Building National 
Register nomination, and 2) general considerations when demolition or construction activity is taking place in 
close proximity to an historic landmark. 

Don't hesitate to reach out with additional questions.



Ford Building Timeline and Summary: 

The Ford Motor Company Building (RA-SPC-3868) was identified early on in the 1980’s as having potential for historic 
significance that warranted further study. The more recent survey and evaluation of the property began in 2002 when 
an updated Minnesota History/Architecture Inventory Form was completed as required for the Central Corridor Light 
Rail Transit Project. As part of a Phase II Architectural History Investigation for the Central Corridor Project, the property 
was then determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  

Mitigation for the effects the Central Corridor (now Green Line) would have on adjacent historic resources required that 
several National Register nominations be completed, including for the Ford Building, see pages 21-22: Central-Corridor- 
Amended-Record-of-Decision-August.aspx (metrocouncil.org). The nomination was funded by the Metropolitan Council 
and the nomination of the properties was left at the discretion of the MN SHPO (a stipulation that is not typical today).  
In order to meet the National Park Service requirements for nominating properties, SHPO National Register staff 
updated the nomination as well as an author/historian in 2019.  

August 20, 2019: The Ford Motor Company Building was considered at the August 2019 Minnesota State Historic 
Preservation Review Board meeting. The nomination was presented by SHPO staff and recommended eligible for listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places because it reflects the early growth and expansion of the automobile industry 
along University Avenue in St. Paul. The Board voted unanimously to accept staff’s eligibility recommendation and 
forward the nomination to the National Park Service.  

November 21, 2019: After review of the submitted nomination the National Park Service (NPS) staff returned the Ford 
Motor Company Building nomination because they were concerned the building lacked historic integrity, specifically at 
the exterior.  

December 2019: On December 6 SHPO staff reached out to the NPS reviewer to inquire what, if any, additional 
documentation could be provided to address NPS concerns. NPS staff responded December 13 stating that they did not 
think any additional documentation was likely to change the not eligible finding.  

December 2019-January 2020: A member of the public and historian corresponded directly with NPS staff, providing 
additional documentation and seeking clarification. After numerous discussions no apparent change in finding had 
occurred.  

March 2020: SHPO staff conceded that the Ford Motor Company Building property would not be listed by the NPS 
despite the support of the property’s eligibility by both the SHPO and the State Review Board. 

October 16, 2020: SHPO staff contacted NPS staff to confirm that no additional information had been submitted on the 
property before the official not eligible finding was recorded in the Statewide inventory. NPS staff responded stating, “I 
have had no further communication or information to lead me to list the property.”  

September 1, 2023: No additional information has been submitted, which would result in the reconsideration of the 
property’s integrity. There has been no further correspondence from the NPS on this property. 

Compiled by Ginny Way, SHPO National Register Architectural Historian



Protections for Existing Buildings Adjacent to Demolition and/or 
Construction: 
These general considerations can be used to establish guidelines and plans for historic properties that will be 
subject to vibration, forces, and other disrutptions from demolition of a neighboring building:  

• Prior to demolition, a vulerablity assessment of the existing building should be made to assess what
portions or systems of the building may be at risk due to neighboring demolition (i.e. vibrations, flying
debries, undermining, added loading, etc.) and what necessary steps for protection should be made.

• Prior to demolition, the condition of the building should be documented to establish a baseline for what
damage was present before demolition, and what appeared during the demolition process.

• Prior to demolition a vibration monitoring plan shall be set in place and installed, so issues can be
detected prior to damage.

• If construction work is not immediately adjacent to the building, temporary fencing will be installed
around the building to protect it from unanticipated damage during construction and additional
protection from flying debris. These protections must be assessed regularly throughout the demolition
to ensure systems are sufficiently robust or extensive.

• Effects from vibration during construction will be limited to thresholds below those recommended by
AASHTO for historic structures (0.10 inches per second for continuous and intermittent vibration
sources – or lower as determined by a third party professional).

• Sidewalks adjacent to the property will be removed using methods that minimize vibrations.
• Jackhammers and other tools that create similar ground vibrations will not be used near this property.
• Construction of new sidewalks will be done through the use of thinner lifts and nonvibratory compacting

to minimize vibrations.
• Heavy machinery, such as backhoe loaders, bulldozers, concrete mixer trucks, double drum rollers,

dump trucks, and excavators, will not stand or park within ___ feet of the property. Construction staging
will not take place within ___ feet of the property’s street-facing facades.

• Historic decorative windows (e.g., stained or leaded glass), murals, art and other brittle assemblies are
particularly sensitive to vibration concerns and should be closely monitored and protected. Decorative
windows at risk for nonvibratory damage should also be protected with temporary covers and shall be
attached in a way that does not damage the historic window (e.g. plywood).

• If damage occurs or vibrations exceed limits - the owner shall be notified immediately.

Compiled by Natascha Wiener, SHPO Historical Architect & Design Reviewer
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