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Date:  November 14, 2024 

To:  Erik Cedarleaf Dahl, Executive Secretary 
Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB) 
 

From:  Matthew Parent, North Area Coordinator and Project Management 
 Metro District – Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)  

RE: MnDOT’s John Ireland Bridge project  

 

This memo is intended to outline the future of project development for the John Ireland Bridge (State Project 
6282-216) and how MnDOT, CAAPB and the City of Saint Paul plan to proceed with future design decisions. The 
CAAPB has recently conducted a long-range planning vision for the CAAPB comprehensive plan, the Capitol Mall 
Design Framework (CMDF), which is currently scheduled for approval in September, 2024. CAAPB staff 
requested MnDOT examine accommodating recommendations from the plan in the design of the John Ireland 
Bridge in the future.    

The John Ireland Bridge project is programmed in the 2025-2029 State Transportation Improvement Program 
(STIP) in state fiscal year 2025 with an estimated cost of $29 million and will replace the superstructure and piers 
of the John Ireland bridges over Interstate 94 in downtown St. Paul. The current project scope also includes 
maintenance and preservation repairs to nine other bridges in the I-94/I-35E commons area in St. Paul.  

MnDOT will request final written approval of the CAAPB as final process of local agency permitting. The 
permitting process will take place in this calendar year, 2024, and the construction letting date is March 28, 
2025. The construction project timeline has been happening before and alongside the process for updating the 
draft Capitol Mall Design Framework.   

Given the uncertainty of the impacts of the adopted Capitol Mall Design Framework on the John Ireland Bridge 
project as well as timing for projects in the mall area, in the spring of 2024 MnDOT decided to move forward 
with final design work for the agreed upon design, in close consultation with CAAPB and City of St Paul Public 
Works staff. The bridge project will be constructed in 2025-2026. 

In order to accommodate the vision of the CMDF, MnDOT will commit to funding and programming of 
approximately $500,000 for consulting services in FY 2026 to: 

- Conduct concept planning and bridge analysis work of the John Ireland Bridge to determine a preferred 
concept of the John Ireland Bridge that can modify the bridge deck in the future. 
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- Conduct concept planning and bridge analysis work of the two bridges on West 5th Street to determine a 
preferred concept of the John Ireland Boulevard that can be constructed in the future.  

- Develop an implementation plan, including funding strategies, for capital projects in the future that 
aligns with the CMDF for the bridge that could modify the John Ireland Bridge deck. 

- Participate in the development of an implementation plan for the John Ireland Boulevard corridor with 
the CAAPB and City of St. Paul. 

- MnDOT will work through the Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 process in 
partnership with the CAAPB to ensure no adverse effects occur to the historic district in implementation 
of this comprehensive plan. 

MnDOT appreciates the continued opportunities for coordination between agencies regarding the John Ireland 
Boulevard corridor. Please contact me with any questions. 

cc: Molly McCartney, Planning, Program Management and Transit Office, Minnesota Department of 
Transportation 

 Dale Gade, North Area Manager, Minnesota Department of Transportation 
 Kathryn Ohland, Office of Environmental Stewardship, Minnesota Department of Transportation 

Ed Lutgen, Bridge Office, Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Nicole Bartelt, Metro District, Minnesota Department of Transportation 

 Khani Sahebjam, District Engineer, Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Jay Hietpas, Operations Division Director, Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Jean Wallace, Chief Engineer, Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Anna Potter, Public Works, City of Saint Paul 

 

 




