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Date: March 24, 2025
To: Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board members
From: Erik Cedarleaf Dahl, Executive Secretary, Capitol Area Architectural and

Planning Board (CAAPB)
Peter Musty, Principal Planner and Zoning and Design Administrator, Capitol
Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB)

RE: Capitol Region Stormwater Study

Capitol Area Stormwater Management

Capitol Region Watershed District (CRWD) and Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board
(CAAPB) partnered on a stormwater management study to understand water quality and

guantity issues in the Capitol Area and identify regional green infrastructure opportunities for
improved stormwater management. The study area is approximately 333 acres including 60
blocks in the City of Saint Paul and has four distinct areas, the Capitol Campus, Capitol Rice
District, Capitol Heights and Fitzgerald Park area across the interstate commons.

The study on stormwater parallels major planning infrastructure planning tracks started during
the development of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan for the Minnesota State Capitol Area from

2018-2021. The plan seeks to transform the Capitol Area into a healthy community with vibrant
public spaces, a range of movement options, diverse land uses, and attractive buildings framing
lively, pedestrian friendly streets. Projects in this area must apply a holistic lens of economic
vitality, energy and environment, health, placemaking, and communities to their design. Visions
abound in the new plan, including restoration of a walkable, diverse urban village pattern at the
former Sears site, mobility hub and streetscape improvements in the Capitol Rice corridor, and
planning for the landscape of the Capitol Mall. Stormwater runs through all parts of our
district infrastructure (transit, streets, Sears site, the Mall). The Capitol Area has many major
projects impacting that infrastructure in the coming years. We may have only one window to
turn stormwater infrastructure into an investment by conceiving and building it holistically.


https://mn.gov/caapb/
https://mn.gov/caapb/
https://mn.gov/mn/caapb/2040%20Comprehensive%20Plan%20web.pdf

CRWD and CAAPB believe that stormwater management strategies will be integral to achieving
the broader vision and goals in the Capitol Area Comprehensive Plan. Key stakeholders of the
study include State of Minnesota Department of Administration, Minnesota Department of
Transportation, City of Saint Paul, Ramsey County, and large property owners such as Seritage
(owner and developer of the former Sears Site). Initial outreach included district planning
councils, hospitals, families living several residential districts, and other community
organizations.

Thanks to CRWD!

On top of their considerable staff time (by CRWD leads) they funded 100% of the study by Barr
team. They also are spending $10K/year in 2025 going forward, renewable each year as needed
for Barr to continue to work with us and attend meetings to promote the 3-4 district/regional
opportunities identified in the study.



Suggested Board Resolution

“The Board accepts the Capitol Area Stormwater Management Study, the first step in
implementing smart investments in coordinated stormwater and water quality in the Capitol
Area.

This resolution stresses the expression of deep gratitude on behalf of the Board to Capitol
Region Watershed District for continued staff and consultant team support necessary to
complete the study and ongoing project meetings in support of the findings.

The study identifies district stormwater approaches that the Board expects to be considered for
implementation by all upcoming major public and private projects in the CAAPB area. Such
projects should demonstrate the technical and cost feasibility of stormwater and water quality
innovation and partnerships. Early regard for innovation on water management complies with
the 2040 Comprehensive Plan, its adopted design and development frameworks, and supports
critical paths in meeting toward several public agency sustainability goals for water
conservation and water quality.

The Board shares with Capitol Region Watershed District a resolve to guard against pollution of
waterways and the avoidable costs caused by wasteful and inefficient stormwater
infrastructure in the Capitol Area.

The Board will continue to partner with the Capitol Region Watershed District in setting the
highest standards in the Capitol Area sub-watersheds.”



Attachment:

1. Executive Summary
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