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Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board 

 
204 Administration Building 
50 Sherburne Avenue 
Phone: 651.757.1500 
www.mn.gov/CAAPB 

 
 
Date: Updated January 7, 2022  

To: The Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB) 

From:  Peter Musty, CAAPB Principal Planner 
 

Subject: Partner Updates on Planning Projects (Memo for 01.18.22 CAAPB meeting) 

 

This board memo contains a summary of three of the major public planning projects that will affect the 
Capitol Area in the coming decades. We have invited three project leads from partner agencies to our January 
18, 2022 board meeting to make presentations and answer questions.  We will hear from Minnesota 
Department of Transportation leads, including engineer Sheila Kauppi on Rethinking I-94, and Lisa Austin on 
the related Downtown Commons study.  We will also hear from Ramsey County’s Frank Alarcon regarding 
the Purple Line (Rush Line) Station Area Planning. 

 

http://www.mn.gov/CAAPB
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Rethinking I-94 (MnDOT) 
SHORT PRESENTATION JANUARY 18th by project contact Sheila Kauppi / sheila.kauppi@state.mn.us.  
Summary below furnished by MnDOT staff.   Questions on CAAPB involvement: contact Peter Musty, 612-743-5994 
/ peter.musty@state.mn.us 
 
MnDOT initiated ‘Rethinking I-94’ in 2016 to develop a new vision for I-94 between Minneapolis and St. Paul 
with the community. It intends to reconnect neighborhoods, revitalize communities, and ensure residents 
have a meaningful voice in transportation decisions. The outcome will include a series of projects, policies, 
and actions to be undertaken by MnDOT and its stakeholders over a ten-to-twenty-year period. Rethinking I-
94 is being led by Minnesota Department of Transportation – Metro District.  Stakeholders include:  Federal 
Highway Administration, Cities of St Paul and Minneapolis, Counties of Hennepin and Ramsey, Metro Council, 
Metro Transit, Capital Area Architecture and Planning Board, University of Minnesota, and neighborhood 
representatives. 

The area of study is I-94 between Marion Street (on the east) and Hwy 55 (on the west) and one quarter mile 
to the north and south of the roadway.  

 

The current phase focuses on continuing engagement with the I-94 communities.  This is done as part of the 
environmental documentation process established in the National Environmental Policy Act and the 
Minnesota Environmental Policy Act.  This phase has included preparation of draft materials on the Purpose 
and Need, Goals, Evaluation Criteria and Logical Termini.  These materials can be found at 
www.dot.state.mn.us/I-94minneapolis-stpaul/  

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sheila.kauppi@state.mn.us
mailto:peter.musty@state.mn.us
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Saint Paul I-94/I35E Downtown Commons Stakeholder Engagement  

SHORT PRESENTATION JANUARY 18th by Lisa Austin / lisa.austin@state.mn.us, Center for Community 
Connections Supervisor with Melissa Barnes / melissa.barnes@state.mn.us, North Area Manager.  Summary 
below furnished by MnDOT staff.  Questions on CAAPB involvement: contact Peter Musty 
 

MnDOT is creating a report that consolidates stakeholder interests for the Saint Paul I-94/I-35E Downtown 
Commons Area. The study area goes from Marion Street to Highway 61 and was originally included in phase 1 of 
the Rethinking I-94 planning process. It was determined that there were enough unique issues in the St. Paul 
Downtown Commons that MnDOT committed to studying the area in a separate effort. The first step before doing 
a larger study is to conduct a planning/policy review and clarify what is important to stakeholder groups in the 
area including city of Saint Paul, CAAPB, Ramsey County and the Metropolitan Council. In addition, there are 
several neighborhood groups, regional destinations and large development projects in the study area that be 
interviewed for the report. The process will seek to build consensus to define a set of problem statements where 
MnDOT can provide a leadership or a supporting role through future efforts. The engagement activity aims to 
accomplish the following: 

 Develop a shared understanding of transportation and livability issues in this study area among 
stakeholders.  

 Consolidate priorities in numerous local and regional plans and build consensus among stakeholder to 
better collaborate on needs that requiring complex coordination. 

 Provide a starting point to define the next steps for future studies including opportunities for broader 
public engagement.  

 
The next steps: 

1. Lisa Austin, Center for Community Connections Supervisor for MnDOT and Melissa Barnes, North Area 
Manager for MnDOT, will be present January 18th CAAPB meeting to speak about the study and can 
answer any questions you may have. 

2. There are regular coordination meetings with the project management team including CAAPB, City of 
Saint Paul, Metropolitan Council and Ramsey County, MnDOT and its contractor, Bolton and Menk, Inc.  

3. Interviews and workshops with a broad group of stakeholders in the study area are expected to begin in 
late February.  

4. The final report is expected to be complete in summer of 2022. 

 

Study Area (see graphic on next page): 

The study area goes from Marion Street to Highway 61 and was originally included in 
phase 1 of the Rethinking I-94 planning process. It was determined that there were 
enough unique issues in the St. Paul Downtown Commons that MnDOT committed to 
studying the area in a separate effort.  

 

mailto:lisa.austin@state.mn.us
mailto:melissa.barnes@state.mn.us
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METRO Purple Line (formerly Rush Line) BRT Station Area Planning 
SHORT PRESENTATION JANUARY 18th by Ramsey County project contact: Frank Alarcon / 

frank.alarcon@co.ramsey.mn.us, Planning Specialist, Public Works.  Questions on CAAPB involvement: contact 
Peter Musty. Summary below furnished by Alarcon + Musty.    
 
The METRO Purple Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Project has recently completed its environmental process and 
received approval from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to enter the Project Development Phase of 
the federal New Starts program. Project leadership transitioned in December 2021 from Ramsey County to 
the Metropolitan Council.  
 
Formerly known as the Rush Line, the 15-mile METRO Purple Line will connect St. Paul, Maplewood, White 
Bear Township, Vadnais Heights, Gem Lake and White Bear Lake. BRT lines feature frequent service with 
enhanced stations and buses. The Metropolitan Council will lead final design and engineering work starting in 
2022 to prepare the project for construction beginning in 2024. Construction is expected to be complete in 

2026, with METRO Purple Line BRT 
service starting in late 2026. 
 

Concurrently with the 
project’s design and 
engineering work between 
2022 and 2024, Ramsey 
County will lead station area 
planning for the project in 
partnership with local 
communities, including 
CAAPB.  
 

Station area planning is a 
collaborative process that 
identifies ways to promote 
safe and direct station 
access and transit-oriented 
development within walking 
distance (1/2 mile, 
generally) of future transit 
stations.  
 
  

mailto:frank.alarcon@co.ramsey.mn.us
https://www.metrotransit.org/purple-line-project
https://metrocouncil.org/News-Events/Transportation/Newsletters/METRO-Purple-Line-Environmental-Assessment-2021.aspx
https://www.metrotransit.org/metro-purple-line-receives-key-federal-approval
https://www.metrotransit.org/purple-line-station-area-planning
https://www.metrotransit.org/purple-line-station-area-planning


AGENDA ITEM #3 

6 

 

Several key Station Area Planning updates relevant to the Capitol Area: 

 The Capitol Area will host two BRT stations on the METRO Purple Line, and planning will be completed 
the for the areas surrounding both stations as part of the station area planning work: 

o 14th Street Station (between Robert and Jackson) 
o Mt. Airy Street Station (near the intersection of Jackson Street and Winter/Mt. Airy Street) 

 Community engagement will be a key driver of this planning work. 

 Ramsey County expects to award a contract in February to an interdisciplinary consultant team to 
conduct community engagement along the corridor and then to translate the input into 
implementation plans near each station. The team is equipped with public engagement, housing, land 
use, landscape and urban design and historical expertise. 

o CAAPB staff (Musty) was part of the consultant selection team in November-December 2021. 

 As called for in the Comprehensive Plan chapter 7B, there is great potential for the process to serve as 
an update to Comp Plan policy for the district as a policy update to Chapter 7B of the Comprehensive 
Plan (Capitol Heights Development Framework). Capitol Heights stakeholders will be part of the 
planning process.  

o CAAPB and Ramsey County staff plan to have an initial meeting with the Capitol Heights Block 
Club about station area planning on January 13. 

 

https://mn.gov/caapb/assets/Principle%207B_tcm1087-484517.pdf
https://mn.gov/caapb/assets/Principle%207B_tcm1087-484517.pdf

