
TO:         Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board
FROM:    Minnesota Military & Veterans Museum
RE:          USS Ward Gun #3 

APPLICATION FOR REMOVAL OF AN EXISTING ARTWORK

SUPLEMENTAL MATERIAL

April 2024



PART 2
 
A. USS Ward Gun & Sailor Names
Photos of the USS Ward gun and plaque with sailor names: 4/9/24



PART 2
 
A. USS Ward Gun 



PART 2
 
B. USS Ward in 1918
Construction of the USS Ward at Mare Island Naval Yard (CA): 1918
 



PART 2
 
C. USS Ward archives
Archives and artifacts at the MN Military & Veterans Museum 



PART 2
 
D. Submarine
Sail and rudder of the USS Mpls-St Paul submarine (SSN-708) 



PART 3
 
A. MDVA Letter to the U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command



PART 3
 
B. Museum letter to the U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command



PART 3
 
C. MN Navy League letter to CAAPB
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Mr. Randal Dietrich 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Military & Veterans Museum 
 
 
February 14, 2024 
 

CONDITION REPORT: 
USS WARD #3 GUN 

 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
 The purpose of this project is to document the current condition of the USS Ward 
#3 gun that is currently installed as a memorial on the Minnesota State Capitol Mall prior 
to the move of the gun to a permanent indoor location.  This report will also compile and 
summarize the history of preservation and conservation efforts to date in order to inform 
the proposed restoration of the gun.   
 
 The goal of this project is to produce useful baseline data that can be used to 
prepare an RFP for the actual conservation/restoration project. 
 
 This report will include the object description, current condition, conservation 
summary, photographic documentation, recommendations for restoration, and 
references. 
 
OBJECT DESCRIPTION1: 
 

The object is Gun #3 and is a 4”/50mm naval gun manned by St. Paul reservists 
on the U.S.S. Ward, which fired the second shots by Americans at Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941, at a Japanese mini-submarine. Based on a submarine wreck found 
off Hawaii in 2002, the Ward struck the conning tower of the submarine, creating two 
large holes on either side of the tower, which caused the submarine to 

PART 3
 
D. Conservation Report by Paul Storch (15 pages)



PART 3
 
E. New Facility Renderings: Exteriors (2026)



PART 3
 
E. New Facility Renderings: Interior floor plan (2026)
Prominent placement of the USS Ward gun in the WWII exhibit gallery

USS
WARD



PART 3
 
F. State Capitol ground restoration plan
Planned restoration work at the site of removal on the Capitol grounds 



PART 4
 
A. WWII Memorial Panel 
Current inclusion of the USS Ward on the first panel of the WWII Memorial 


