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DATE: March 12, 2025

TO: Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB)

FROM: Lindsey Rulon-Miller, Capitol & MNHS Sites Art Program Specialist
Minnesota Historical Society (MNHS)

RE: Nellie Stone Johnson plaque informational update

The Minnesota Historical Society (MNHS) is leading the process of finalizing the text, overall
design, and installation for a Nellie Stone Johnson informational plaque—a commitment
expressed by the CAAPB and supported both by MNHS and the Nellie Stone Johnson
Committee, as documented in CAAPB meeting minutes (3/10/20 and 8/24/22).

The bronze informational plaque will be installed on the wall to the left of the Nellie Stone
Johnson statue, which was unveiled at the Minnesota State Capitol November 21, 2022.

This process has involved wide support and involvement from partners including the Minnesota
Department of Administration, the CAAPB, MNHS, and the Nellie Stone Johnson Committee (led
by Louise Sundin and supported by Nellie Stone Johnson'’s friends and relatives).

On March 18, 2025, MNHS will conduct the review of three final plaque design options. All
aforementioned partners are invited to attend. After receiving feedback from this review, MNHS

will select a final design (mock-up to be shared at the CAAPB meeting on March 25).

MNHS intends for a June 2025 plaque installation.

Enclosure (1): Nellie Stone Johnson plaque text (final)



[NELLIE STONE JOHNSON / PLAQUE TEXT]

B. 1905 Nellie Stone Johnson D. 2002
A quality education leads to a good job and a better life.
—Nellie Stone Johnson

Through her lifelong commitment to civil, women’s, and labor rights, Nellie Stone Johnson shaped
Minnesota politics and public policy for over 70 years. Nellie Allen was raised on a farm near
Hinckley, Minnesota. Her mother, a teacher, inspired Johnson’s lifelong passion for education. As
a teenager, she canvassed for the Nonpartisan League and the Farmer-Labor Party and joined

the NAACP. Johnson was fiery, passionate, and indefatigable.

Johnson moved to Minneapolis to work and attend the University of Minnesota. A woman of
African American, Native American, and European descent, she faced both racism and gender
discrimination. She recruited for local unions while working at the Minneapolis Athletic Club. In
the late 1930s, she was elected vice president of Local 665 Hotel and Restaurant Employees

International Alliance and became a statewide union leader.

In 1945, Johnson was elected to the Minneapolis Library Board—the first African American
elected to citywide office. She shared goals of full employment, health insurance, and affordable

housing with Hubert Humphrey and was his trusted civil rights advisor.

Johnson was on the merger committee that established the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party and
led the passage of Minnesota’s Fair Employment Practices Act (1955; first in the nation) and Fair
Housing Act (1960).

In 1963, Johnson opened an alterations shop in downtown Minneapolis. Her activism continued.
In 1980, she ran Van White’s successful campaign to become the first elected African American
member of the Minneapolis City Council. From 1979 to 1988, she represented Minnesota on the
Democratic National Committee. As a civil rights advisor, she traveled with Vice President
Humphrey to Asia and Vice President Walter Mondale to Africa. Governor Rudy Perpich
appointed her to the Minnesota State University Board, which established a scholarship in her

honor in 1987. I'm not going to quit, Johnson said at age 90. There is too much to do.
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