
Application for Addition of a New Artwork on the Minnesota Capitol Grounds 

 
Part 1 – Applicant Contact Information  
a. Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) 
b. Cole Trace 
c. cole.trace@state.mn.us  
d. 651-285-7956 
e. 20 W 12th St, St. Paul, MN 55105 
 

Part 2 – Subject of the Artwork 

2A – Narrative What is the subject of the proposed commemorative artwork? Please 
explain in detail including the historical background. A list of any sources used may be 
provided in part 2B 

Subject of the Proposed Commemorative Artwork 

The artwork is a bronze plaque installed at the Court of Honor on the Minnesota State 
Capitol grounds. It will pay tribute to both Gold Star and Blue Star Families, who have 
endured loss, and shoulder uncertainty, in support of loved ones serving in the United 
States Armed Forces. By situating the plaque where Minnesota’s history is celebrated and 
its future shaped, the state formally acknowledges the sacrifices made behind the uniform. 

Located at the south end of the Minnesota State Capitol Mall, the Court of Honor is defined 
by curved walls on either side of the Minnesota WWII Veterans Memorial which display 
bronze plaques commemorating conflicts men and women who served and sacrificed in 
support of our state and nation. These plaques memorialize a wide range of conflicts and 
individuals, including the Spanish American War, World War Two, the Korean Conflict, a 
former Military Order of the Purple Heart Commander, the 194th Light Tank Battalion, 
among others. Being a ‘Gold Star Family’ is a title no family wants. Initiated during World 
War I, it distinguished a family who lost a loved one in military service. Today, immediate 
family members (parents, sibling, spouse, or child) receive a Gold Star from the 
Department of Defense to honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice.  

Historical Background and Detailed Explanation 

After securing gubernatorial approval and legislative authorization, the Minnesota 
Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) plan to commission this plaque as a lasting 
testament to family members forever changed by military service. It extends the MDVA’s 
existing Gold Star Family program—already providing benefits, resources, and 
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community—for a public memorial that ensures every story is woven into the fabric of our 
Capitol grounds. 

Defining Gold Star and Blue Star Families Gold Star Families The term dates to World War I, 
when service flags displayed a blue star for each family member in uniform. The loss of a 
service member meant replacing the blue star with gold. Today, the Department of Defense 
issues Gold Star lapel pins to honor those who have fallen. This plaque promises that no 
family’s grief will be forgotten and that a sacrificed life will remain engraved in our 
collective memory. 

Blue Star Families originating from the same service-flag tradition, a blue star represents 
an active duty, National Guard, Reserve, or transitioning service member. Behind every 
deployment are missed milestones, long nights, and steadfast hope. This memorial makes 
their quiet endurance visible, affirming that Minnesota stands beside them just as they 
hold the line at home. 

2B – Bibliography or Sources 

Part 3 – Development of Design Guidelines 

What are the general guidelines for design of the proposed commemorative artwork?  

 
These ideas listed below are intended to guide the commemorative artwork’s aesthetic 
language. Detailed sketches, scale studies, and material samples will be developed by the 
Design Review Group in the next phase.  

Proposed Location 

Positioned among the monuments of valor and service on historic Capitol grounds, the 
plaque will enhance the Court of Honor’s existing objectives to commemorate: toss and 
love that accompany military service; the courage that binds families across generations, 
from the 1st Minnesota Infantry at Gettysburg to today’s troops; and a shared promise that 
the state will stand with military families, just as they have upheld our freedoms. 

Possible Dedication 

To Gold Star Families: we honor your profound loss, your resilience, and the enduring 
legacy of your loved one. 

To Blue Star Families: we see your sacrifice, your vigilance, and the quiet strength you 
provide. 
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To all who pass through this Court of Honor: may you depart with deeper gratitude and a 
fuller understanding of the sacrifices that sustain our union. 

With unwavering respect and remembrance, Minnesota stands with you—always. 

Note: If this exact dedication is not selected during the design phase, the inscription’s 
wording should be crafted to (1) honor Gold Star Families’ loss and Blue Star Families’ 
enduring commitment and (2) recognizing sacrifice, strength, and state support. Other 
design details: 

- A bronze plaque, which will correspond to existing markers around the Court of
Honor by the Veterans Service Building regarding dimensions, finish, and mounting
hardware, border design, and typography (ideally, serif fonts)

- Typography will use traditional serif fonts. In terms of layout, the plaque could be
designed as three panels, with a central panel exhibiting the main inscription and a
left and right panel featuring the Gold Star and Blue Star emblems, respectively.

Emblems

Gold Star emblem reference image:  
https://www.reaganfoundation.org/cms/assets/1729849004-gold-star_web-
image.jpg?auto=format&fit=crop&h=576&w=864 

Blue Star emblem reference image:  
https://bluestarfam.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/BSF_Logo_Classic_CMYK-
600x230.png  

Part 4 – Conditions and Criteria 

How does the proposed artwork meet the Conditions and Criteria for the Addition of New 
Artwork?  

1. How does the proposed commemoration introduce a new element of the state's
varied history and people to the Capitol grounds relative to existing commemorative
works? Describe the distinctiveness of the proposed commemoration compared to
the existing works on the Capitol grounds.

The proposed plaque adds to the existing practice of the Capitol’s memorial landscape of 
honoring the families behind Minnesota’s service members—helping to further widen our 
collective understanding of the meaning of public service beyond a catalog of historic 
wars, battles, units, and individual heroes. 
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Like the Military Family Tribute and commemoration of civilian war efforts on the Court of 
Honor, this plaque will move beyond commemorating a campaign or a single person’s 
valor. Specifically, the plaque highlights two interwoven traditions born in World War I: 

• Gold Star Families, who replace a blue star with a gold one to mark the ultimate
sacrifice of a loved one in uniform. Blue Star Families, who display a banner
bearing a blue star to signify a family member’s active-duty service.

The plaque will there for complement, and arguably complete, commemorative thread 
introduced with the existing Gold Star Table. By celebrating the quiet courage of spouses, 
parents, siblings, and children—those who wait, worry, and carry the weight of separation 
and loss—this memorial expands the Capitol’s story. The proposed work will shift the focus 
from the battlefield to the home front, recognizing that the cost of service extends far 
beyond those who wear the uniform. In doing so, it will enrich Minnesotans’ collective 
understanding of sacrifice and resilience, adding the voices of Gold Star and Blue Star 
Families to Minnesota’s tapestry of history. 

2. Impact on Historic, Architectural, and Artistic Integrity

 How could the commemoration idea impact the historic, architectural, and artistic 
integrity of the Capitol building and grounds? (CAAPB is not interested in a specific 
design at this point just a general idea) The proposed plaque will occupy one of the 
dozen-plus blank plaques along the Court, which transform the Court of Honor into a 
space for meaningful recognition. 

In doing so, the addition: 

• Helps complete the visual rhythm already established with the Court of Honor, by
helping to build on the historical narrative of service in process there.

• Complements the adjacent Military Family tribute to the east, reinforcing a unified
theme of home-front service.

Finally, a plaque honoring Gold Star and Blue Star families on the Court of Honor accords 
well with existing public space strategies for the Capitol Mall: Not only does the proposed 
plaque accord well with the strategy of locating commemorative works dedicated to public 
service on the Lower Mall near the Veterans Service Building (described in CAAPB’s 2024 
Capitol Mall Design Framework) but the work, furthermore, reinforces and expands one of 
Cass Gilbert's original visions to have the approach to the Capitol building include a 
memorial to veterans on the southern portion of the Mall.  
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3. Has there has been documented and broad-based public support of the 
commemoration of this subject? Please describe and provide supporting documents 
where necessary.  

Yes. In the 2025 session, the Minnesota Legislature gave overwhelming, bipartisan 
approval to SF 1959—the Veterans and Military Affairs omnibus bill—which explicitly 
authorizes creation of this commemorative plaque (Chapter 30, Article 2, Section 14). 
Introduced in Governor Walz’s early 2025 budget recommendations, SF 1959 passed both 
houses with strong margins, signaling broad-based public and political support for 
honoring Gold Star and Blue Star Families. Reference: SF 1959 (Chapter 30), Article 2, 
Section 14: 
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF1959&ssn=0&y=20251www.revis
or.mn.gov     

4. How would the subject of commemoration depict lasting statewide historic 
significance for Minnesotans? The proposed plaque weaves the sacrifices of military 
households into its enduring story. This commemoration teaches respect, sacrifice, and 
patriotism to every visitor—young and old—by spotlighting the personal cost of service and 
the values it embodies. Publicly recognizing veterans’ families elevates them as role 
models, inspiring future generations to embrace courage, commitment, and leadership. 
For the families themselves, parents, spouses, children, and grandchildren—seeing their 
loved ones’ dedication immortalized on the Capitol grounds deepens their pride and 
cements their place in Minnesota’s collective legacy. This memorial ensures that the 
home-front contributions which sustain our freedoms become as visible—and as 
celebrated—as any battlefield valor. 

 

5. How would the commemoration respect or enhance the story of diversity of 
Minnesotans? Veterans, and their families, are representative of a broad cross section of 
the population, including residents of both metropolitan areas and Greater Minnesota 
(urban and rural), people with disabilities, Native Americans, those from multiple 
generations, as well as Black and Latine/Latinx Minnesotans, African immigrants, Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI), and people in the LGBTQIA2S+ communities.  

By honoring Gold Star and Blue Star Families, the plaque celebrates the full tapestry of 
Minnesota’s communities. Although not designed to resolve broader inequities, this 
memorial amplifies the sacrifices of families from every background, reinforcing that 
service and loss know no demographic boundaries. In doing so, it weaves Minnesota’s rich 
cultural and social diversity into the Capitol’s story, ensuring all voices are seen, valued, 
and remembered. 
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6. How would the commemoration provide a rich experience to broaden the
understanding of Minnesota's shared history, heritage, and culture? By placing a Gold
Star and Blue Star Families plaque at the Capitol’s Court of Honor, visitors encounter
Minnesota’s military legacy through the intimate lens of family sacrifice. This living
memorial turns abstract lessons about duty and service into a tangible experience, inviting
students, tourists, and residents alike to pause, reflect, and ask questions about the
human stories behind our state’s conflicts.

Anchored by personal narratives—of parents, spouses, and children who waited and 
worried—the plaque bridges past and present, connecting local landmarks and regional 
histories (from the Iron Range enlistments of World War I to today’s National Guard 
deployments). As an educational and emotional focal point, it sparks conversations across 
generations and communities, fostering empathy, civic pride, and a deeper appreciation for 
the diverse threads that weave together Minnesota’s collective identity.  

Part 5 – Funding 
Is funding available to pay for the proposed addition and any related site work around 
it?  
The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs will fund the design, casting, and 
installation of the plaque from its existing discretionary budget. The department expects 
the cost to be below $10,000. 

If project costs exceed discretionary fund allocations, the Department will partner with the 
Commanders’ Task Force and its Veterans Service Organizations—American Legion posts, 
Disabled American Veterans chapters, and Veterans of Foreign Wars posts—to raise 
supplementary funds and secure in-kind support. 
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