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Date: July 15, 2026
To: Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board
From: Peter Musty, Principal Planner and Administrator of Zoning and Design Rules

Cedar Street Bridge Study

CAAPB Staff and CAAPB Advisor Kimberly Sandbulte met with Daniel Flittie of Ramsey County to
preview the study to evaluate the condition and future of the Cedar Street bridge spanning University
Avenue. Mr. Flittie will join the Board meeting in July to overview the project and answer any
guestions Board members may have.

Previously shared by Daniel Flittie, project manager, Ramsey County | Next page: Images of bridge in
1961 and 2024:

Bridge 9250, a non-historic, three-span, closed-spandrel, reinforced concrete arch bridge, was
constructed in 1922, and lies within the Minnesota State Capitol Mall Historic District, and is owned by
Ramsey County. The original design of a live load vehicle is unknown. For reference, one of the heavier
vehicles of the era, a WW I Liberty Truck, had a gross vehicle weight rating of about 20,000 Ibs. Current
road legal trucks are limited by the Federal Bridge Formula with a maximum gross weight of 80,000
Ibs. The bridge has an overall rating of Fair (5, on a scale of 9 Brand New to 1 Imminent Failure
Condition).

Recent bridge inspections have found the Reinforced Concrete Arch in 73% Fair condition and 27% in
Poor condition, while the Reinforced Concrete Abutments have 45% in Fair Condition and 55% in Poor
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Condition. The bridge has had minimal maintenance over its 104-year history. Realistically, the bridge
is perhaps two to four years from being downgraded to an overall Poor (4) Condition and presents a
risk to the public.

Ramsey County is investigating this bridge to determine a path forward, of which current options
include full rehabilitation and full removal with a new, context-sensitive bridge so a plan is in place,
somewhere in the 2030/2031 timeframe, before the bridge enters this “Poor” condition state. Both
options will have a substantial effect on Light Rail Transit (Green Line) service, which, realistically, could
see a loss of service during an entire construction season.

No Board action is requested at this time.
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Attachment A: Updated Summary of Study (from Ramsey County)
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