
MEMO FOR RECORD

To: Peter Musty Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board 

From: Daniel Flittie, P.E. Bridge Engineer

cc: Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board

Date: 06/23/26

RE: Ramsey County Bridge No. 9250

1. Executive Summary

1.1. Ramsey County, through its consultants, will be performing introductory constructability reviews,
cultural and environmental studies, roadway design, structural design, and affiliated services to 
complete a Preliminary Feasibility Study (Study) for existing Bridge 9250, Cedar Street over 
University Ave. / CSAH 34 and electrified Light Rail Transit (LRT).  Though not a historic bridge, 
Bridge 9250 is located within the Minnesota State Capitol Mall Historic District (MSCMHD).  An 
essential objective of the Study will be to preserve the historic character of the area as well as 
the structure itself.  The recommended option will conform with the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

1.2. The objective of the Study is to investigate partial and complete rehabilitation and total removal 
and replacement alternatives for existing Bridge 9250 in order to provide preliminary planning 
for a future comprehensive bridge project.  Consideration of the selection of a viable alternative 
will be given to safety improvements, impacts on local and regional transportation connectivity, 
and economic and safety implications for the surrounding area.  The scope of the study related 
to the bridge and site’s historic elements will be to help understand better the elements and 
qualities of the bridge and site that are most valued and worth carrying forward, which the 
County will perform in collaboration with the CAAPB.

1.3. The Study will assess interim solutions to ensure continuity of access for businesses, 
emergency services, government employees, and local residents.  The Study will include an 
analysis of the estimated time to complete the preliminary engineering and environmental 
documents, highlighting the areas of concern, permitting challenges, and the estimated 
construction duration for the alternatives.  Tasks will include the development of exhibits, field 
work, finite element analysis, load ratings, opinions of probable costs, reports, and studies.

1.4. The Study will begin in July 2026, and will include two on-site workshops, and is expected to be 
completed by September 2027.  Possible construction could be around 2031/2032, and would 
be over the course a full construction season, if not a partial second construction season.
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2. Background

Bridge 9250, a non-historic, three-span, cast-in-place, closed-spandrel, reinforced concrete arch
bridge, was constructed in 1922, is located within the MSCMHD, and is owned by Ramsey County
(see Figure 2.1).  Cedar Street, belonging to the City of St. Paul, has a Daily Traffic Count of 2,600.

Figure 2.1:  Bridge 9250

The Bridge has had minimal maintenance over its 104-year history.  Realistically, the Bridge is 
perhaps three to four years from being downgraded to an overall “Poor” Condition and will present a 
risk to the public.  The County is investigating the Bridge to determine a path forward, of which options 
include partial and full rehabilitation and full removal with a new, context-sensitive bridge, so a formal 
plan is in place in the 2030 timeframe, before the Bridge enters the “Poor” condition state.  Execution 
of either rehabilitation or replacement will have a substantial effect on LRT (Green Line) service, 
which, realistically, could see a loss of service for an extended amount of time(s) during construction.

As part of this process, the County is considering many constraints related to architectural and cultural 
importance, bridge type, environmental impacts, geotechnical conditions, historical requirements, 
long-term community transportation needs, and planning level opinions of probable cost.  The work 
includes a site visit to assist in the development of exhibits, finite element analysis, load rating, 
opinions of probable cost, workshops, and will conclude with a Formal Report with formal 
recommendations as the County seeks to understand the programming needs for the Bridge, which 
though not historic, does lie within the MSCMHD.

Given these factors and associated timing, this Study will include a limited but reasonable alternative 
analysis to help expedite a forthcoming bridge project (2031/2032).  Partial and total bridge 
rehabilitation and future bridge replacement alternative analysis is being done to understand the many 
important factors and risks that need to be accounted for, to provide a well-defined future project.

Page 40 of 45



MEMO FOR RECORD

CAAPB – Internal Distribution Only Bridge 9250 Page 3 of 3 

3. Agencies

In advance of the start of the Study, several agencies were contacted as the County expects the work
to be the start of a very high-profile, and long-lasting Public Works project.  Clear, concise, and regular
communication and teamwork among these, and the many other additional agencies who become a
part of the project, will be key to the overall success of this Study, and carry through to the forthcoming
in-depth design project, which ultimately will result in a successfully executed construction project.

• City of St. Paul / Bridge Division

• Met Council

• Metro Transit

• MN Department of Administration

• MnDOT Bridge State Aid

• MnDOT Cultural Resources

• MnDOT Historic Bridge Group

• MnDOT Office of Environmental Stewardship

• MN State Historical Preservation Office

• Ramsey County Communications & Public Relations Department

• Ramsey County Public Works

• Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority

END OF MEMO
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