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Date: July 15, 2026 
To: Members of the Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB) 
From: Peter Musty, Principal Planner and Administrator of the Rules for Zoning and Design 
 

Rice Street Reconstruction: Finalization of Design  

 

Memo, Attachments, and Board Meeting Preview 
This memo summarizes the final design of the Rice Street project (Capitol Rice Street Reconstruction). 
The presentation on July 15, 2026, will again receive a short presentation from Haila Maze, project 
manager for lead consultant Bolton & Menk, accompanied by Anna Potter, City of Saint Paul, and Nick 
Fisher, Ramsey County. Please see the attachment to this memo: 

• Attachment A: Joint Summary of issues resolved since 60% approval (multi-agency statement) 
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Previous Board Approvals and Information 
The Board has reviewed the project at two stages within the last year, and provided approval and 
direction: 

• October 3, 2025 - review and direction 30% design (see Board Memo page)
• June 4, 2026 - approval of 60% design (see Board Memo page)

Information not included today found in previous memos: 

• review of stakeholder engagement activities in 2025 and 2026
• alternative designs considered in 2025 and 2026
• evaluation of compliance with 2040 Comprehensive Plan for the Minnesota State Capitol

Area – staff evaluation of alignment of major street design elements with Chapters 1-7

Background  
As presented in previous two board meetings and memos, the major initiative of the 2040 
Comprehensive Plan for the Minnesota State Capitol Area, (profiled in Chapter (Principle) 4) was to 
transform the “Capitol Rice Corridor” (includes portion of Como, Rice, 12th Street across interstate to 
St. Peter).   

The project was enabled by a $25 million provision from the 2023 MN State Legislature, appropriated 
to Department of Transportation (but just for Rice Street itself – the length shown in green above) to 
include collaborative work with City of Saint Paul, Ramsey County, Metropolitan Council, State of 
Minnesota, and the CAAPB. The project must include implementation of a multi-modal (mobility) hub at 
University and Rice. (Legislation details can be found in June 2023 Board Memo.) Appropriation is 
available until June of 2029.  
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Public Works and Planning staff 
from Ramsey County, MnDOT, 
City of Saint Paul, Metro Transit, 
METRO G Line BRT, and CAAPB 
are partnering to conduct design 
and implementation. There have 
been regular meetings of the 
Project Management team over the course of 2025 and 2026. CAAPB Staff are attending project 
meetings weekly at this time and are providing interdisciplinary team policy, studies, and community 
surveys, and are summarizing recent studies that embody CAAPB priorities in our Comp Plan, 
stormwater management, urban design, public realm safety, CMDF, mobility, and integration with the 
Sears site.  

Summaries of engagement to date, and latest plans, can be found at the County project page created 
for Capitol Rice Street Reconstruction: https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/roads-
transportation/future-road-projects/future-road-construction-projects/rice-street-capitol-area-
reconstruction  

A year ago, in spring and summer 2025, staff began vetting alternatives, with an alternative developed 
based on open house feedback, surveys, and street and traffic engineering studies, and released a 30% 
design. Work continued to refine the design in collaboration with landowners and the State of 
Minnesota. Project leads and designers, including the interagency staff team (County, City, and 
CAAPB), then developed the 60% design brought to the board in 2026.  

 

Finalized Design Reflects Best Practices and Community Priorities 
As shown in the attachment (See Attachment A – Joint Summary), the updated final design for Rice 
Street approved by the board in June 2026, continues to apply several best practices supported by the 
County and City public works, and maintains established policy of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan for the 
Minnesota State Capitol as outlined in the attached Staff Evaluation: 

• One lane of traffic in each direction with a two-way left turn lane in the center 
• Two-way bikeway with a separate sidewalk from John Ireland Boulevard to University Avenue 
• Shared use path from University Avenue to Pennsylvania Avenue 
• Medians at Charles Avenue to provide pedestrians with a refuge island to only cross one 

direction of traffic at a time, and south of Fuller Avenue to keep drivers from driving around 
stopped buses 

• Boulevard spaces to allow for trees and greening  
• Four-lane to three-lane conversion (narrower curb to curb dimensions and narrower crossings, 

while retaining traffic and increasing transit volumes)  
 

Further, the finalized design has maintained these locationally specific elements, approved previously: 

• Safer intersections to cross Rice Street and slower ‘design speed’ on Rice 
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• Increased, continuous tree canopy
• Stormwater management best practices
• Space for on-street parking north of University Avenue (spaces south under study)
• Better snow storage
• Accessible/universal design best practices
• Improved lighting and safety features
• Three new METRO G-Line BRT (bus rapid transit) Stations remain in the locations the Board

previously approved, and the design of those stations remains as proposed and approved
previously by the Board. They are located at Como and Rice, University and Rice, and New
Central and Rice serving future redevelopment at former Sears (by Transportation Building
where Central used to connect to Rice). Please see 60% design.

Preview of Attachment A: Joint Summary of Recent Changes 
Refinements have been Developed with Agencies and Landowners since 60% Approval 

Since board approval in June, the Rice multi-agency team has integrated these localized refinements to 
the larger corridor design: 

 resolved upgrades to parking lot access at Transportation Building (See Joint Summary)
 added parallel parking along Rice Street (south of University) (See Joint Summary)
 confirmed site access points to new street(s) at former Sears Site (See Joint Summary)
 resolved intersection design at Aurora and Rice (See Joint Summary)
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 developed proposed site access alternatives to Good Neighbor Center at Aurora and Rice (See
Joint Summary)

 confirmed approaches to jurisdictional responsibilities for operations and maintenance (See Joint
Summary)

 refined approaches to plantings vs turf
 determined final tree planting locations (establishing continuous canopy where practical)
 resolved details at intersection of John Ireland, and design coordination with bridge and 12th

street projects (See Joint Summary)
 location and design of fourth G-Line station on 12th Street/Cedar

Important Details to be Determined Before Bidding and Construction 

 precise location, nature, and design of mobility hub amenities in right of way and final design of
improvements outside right of way at University & Rice that will be included in 2027
construction (as required in 2023 legislation and as directed in June 4, 2026, Board approvals)

 final design integration and construction staging with John Ireland Bridge and 12th street
projects

 finalize mapping of primary responsibilities for maintenance and operations between City,
Metro Transit, State of Minnesota, and Ramsey County

Advisory Committee (Advisors) Reviews 

Advisor Joe Favour and more recently Advisor Kimberly Sandbulte have been present at several project 
management team meetings. Haila Maze, Anna Potter, and street design lead Cody Christianson visited 
the Advisors in early 2025, September 10, 2025 (30%), prior to the board meetings in June 2026 (60%), 
and again on June 18, 2026, to present the changes coming before the Board at this meeting. Our 
active CAAPB Advisory Committee Members continue to support this statement after review of most 
recent changes: 

“The design recommended by the Rice Street design team will be a significant improvement 
for the Rice Street corridor within the Capitol Area. The improvements planned for 
pedestrian, bicycle, and multimodal transit connectivity will pay dividends far beyond the 
monetary investment in the physical upgrades. The design emerging from the engagement 
to date integrates meaningful improvements without disrupting the traffic flow or 
expanding the right of way. Overall, the architectural/design advisors see this proposed 
alternative as an important investment in positive change.” – CAAPB Advisors Joe Favour 
and Kimberly Sandbulte 

For Project Timeline and Updated Construction Start Date, see Project Webpage 

Currently, the project is scheduled to move through final design stages, bidding, and then construction 
by 2028.  
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Steps to Completion of Design (Updated since June Board Approval of 60% Design) 
1) COMPLETED in JUNE: Approval of Board Requested of Preliminary (60%) Design – 

Board approval on the 60% design was issued June 4, 2026, which directed team to 
proceed with development of the design.   

2) COMPLETED in JUNE+JULY: Resolution of Remaining Issues – Additional direct feedback 
has been solicited from owners, businesses, residents, workers, Legislators, Agency 
partners, and other relevant community members on technical issues the length of the 
corridor. A joint summary of the changes was developed for the Board by the City, 
County, and CAAPB project leads with consultant lead Bolton & Menk. 

3) POP-UP: REVIEW at TRANSPORTATION BUILDING – held July 7th, this will be/was a 
chance to display and affirm the design and final changes being put before the Board 
July 15th. Notable feedback or questions will be translated to the Board. 

4) TODAY: (July Board Meeting) Board Approval of Changes Since 60% – Board action on 
the changes since the 60% design is requested on July 15, 2026, see suggested language 
below*. Approval signals ability to proceed with development of the final construction 
drawings with oversight of CAAPB staff barring major changes that merit Board member 
attention or full Board action. 

5) 90% Drawings Released (Reflective of Approved Changes) – A 90% design will be 
developed and released. The Board and public will be notified of the release, and comment 
will continue to be received. Given the extensive nature of public comment in 2025 and 
2026, it would not be common practice to anticipate there would be major changes 
following this release. However important details are still in play, such as maintenance 
responsibilities and funding, right of way acquisition (little is needed), below ground 
infrastructure and utility configurations, structure, materials, lighting and tree spacing, curb 
radii, and plant species, etc.   

6) Administrative Letter of Approval: Final Construction Documents – To ensure 
continued alignment with the 2040 Comprehensive Plan, CAAPB’s Statutory approval 
requirements in MN Statute 15B, and specific Rules in MN Rules 2400, the final design 
will be reviewed and a letter of approval will be issued by CAAPB staff prior to bidding 
and construction – and only be brought back before the Board for direction or action 
should major design elements change. (See suggested board action below) 
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* Suggested Language for Board Action 
"The Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB) reviewed the information provided in the 
July 15, 2026 board meeting memo and attachments, provided by CAAPB staff, that includes a finalized 
summary (Attachment A) of changes since approval of the 60% design by project consultant Bolton & 
Menk. The Board authorizes its Executive Secretary to approve, via letter of approval, all remaining 
changes or refinements to the design, prior to construction, administratively with instruction to return 
to the Board to review and seek approval where there are changes the Executive Secretary determines 
with the Chair to be substantive to the Board and/or merits their review." 

 

 
Attachment A: Joint Summary 
This profiles the design issues resolved since 60% approval (multi-agency statement). 

 
Links to Information in Previous Memos  
The following are links to information not included today’s memo from previous project memos for 
2025 and 2026 Board meetings related to Rice Street redesign - https://mn.gov/caapb/board-
meetings/   

• review of stakeholder engagement activities in 2025 and 2026 
• alternative designs considered in 2025 and 2026 
• 30% design drawing published and approved in 2025 
• 60% design drawing published and approved in 2026 
• project design summary published in 2025 and 2026 
• evaluation of compliance with 2040 Comprehensive Plan for the Minnesota State Capitol Area – 

staff evaluation of alignment of Rice Street’s major new street design elements with Chapters 
1-7 
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