
Attachment A: Joint Summary of Changes since 60% Design Approval 

Updated June 25, 2026, for consideration July 15, 2026 

After collaboration with landowners, design team, partner agencies at MNDOT, Metro 
Transit, and various agency leads, this statement was developed, reviewed and confirmed 
as a joint multi-agency summary of changes for Board consideration by project team leads 
representing the major partner agencies of the Capitol Rice Reconstruction Project: 

• City of Saint Paul: Anna Potter 
• Ramsey County: Nick Fischer 
• CAAPB: Peter Musty and Erik Cedarleaf Dahl 

The summary below was drafted (and then confirmed for accuracy) by Haila Maze, Bolton & 
Menk, consultant team project manager.    It is submitted to Board Members of the Capitol 
Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB) by CAAPB Executive Secretary Erik 
Cedarleaf Dahl for their consideration: 

 

Members of the Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board,  

Since the CAAPB board meeting 
on June 4, 2026, the Capitol Rice 
Reconstruction Project team has 
continued advancing the 60% 
plans, with the goal of completing 
the plan set in late 2026 ahead of 
the 2027 construction season. 

Revisions at this stage in the 
Capitol Area have focused on 
resolving a series of policy and 
technical decisions affecting the 
project design, particularly where 
the project must coordinate with 
other active projects and 
initiatives nearby. This memo 
summarizes the key issues and 
their current status, organized 
approximately south to north 
along the corridor. 
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Context Sensitive Design 
After working with the greater 
community on the larger 
corridor design and new 
spaces at University and Rice 
hub, focused design 
solutions have been 
developed with 
representatives of important 
sites including the John 
Ireland/12th/Rondo 
intersection, Transportation 
Building/Lot G, former Sears 
site, (new) Central, (new) 
Fuller intersections, and the 
intersection at Aurora. 
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Item 1: John Ireland Bridge & 12th Street CCB Project 

The Rice Street/John Ireland Boulevard/12th Street intersection represents the convergence 
of three simultaneous transportation projects. MnDOT’s John Ireland Bridge project is 
currently under construction, while the City of Saint Paul’s 12th Street Capital City Bikeway 
project is in the design stage. The Rice Street project will reconstruct the intersection in 
2027 in coordination with planned connections to both projects. Ongoing conversations 
are guiding the specific details of intersection design and project staging. The intersection 
will be designed to improve safety and accessibility for people walking, biking, rolling, and 
driving, along with other operational improvements. 

Changes since 60% approval: None. 
Proposed board action: Authorization for Executive Secretary to approve the finalized 
design under terms of the proposed board resolution. 
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Item 2: MnDOT Building Site Access Modifications 

MnDOT is currently working on safety and security updates to access points for the Lot G 
parking lot and the Transportation Building’s loading dock. The proposed design will 
provide separate controlled access points, replacing the current combined access. Multi-
agency coordination has included discussions about the best locations for the two 
driveways, with consideration for traffic safety, operations, and pedestrian crossing 
accessibility. The resulting design reflects multiple iterations and input from the 
Department of Administration, the City of Saint Paul, Ramsey County, CAAPB staff and 
project staff. (Note: With approval of new site access configurations, Lot G itself will be 
redesigned and implemented separately by the Department of Administration.) 

Changes since 60% approval: Separation of site access points, one serving Transportation 
loading dock and one serving Lot G parking lot. 
Proposed board action: To authorize separation of the combined access point into two 
access points. Authorization for Executive Secretary to approve the finalized design under 
terms of the proposed board resolution.  

Page 30 of 45



 

Item 3: Sears Site & Future Central Avenue Intersection 

The design of the former Central Avenue connection point to the former Sears Site has 
been an active point of discussion. Because this location is envisioned as a future primary 
entrance for redevelopment of the Sears Site, it is being designed to accommodate a future 
intersection with Rice Street. Although it will not function as a full intersection at this time, 
the driveway will be constructed with sufficient dimensions and configuration to support 
future redevelopment needs. The original 60% plans showed left-turn access into the 
driveway prohibited by a median on Rice Street; that median is now being removed from 
the plan set to ensure adequate room for turning movements from the reconfigured access 
points immediately to the south on the east side of Rice Street. 

Changes since 60% approval: Median south of Future Central intersection has been 
replaced with a center turn lane to serve both northward moving left turns into former 
Sears site, to allow for southward left turn into Transportation loading dock driveway, and to 
better accommodate right turning radii for larger trucks turning into Transportation Building 
loading dock area. 
Proposed board action: To authorize elimination of center median just south of new 
Central intersection to accommodate site vehicular access from Rice Street to the east 
and west. Authorization for Executive Secretary to approve the finalized design under terms 
of the proposed board resolution.  
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Item 4: Pedestrian Crossing Signal Relocation 

A rectangular rapid flashing beacon (RRFB) pedestrian signal is currently located on Rice 
Street near the Central Avenue alignment. It was originally installed to accommodate 
pedestrians crossing Rice Street to access the Capitol from leased parking on the Sears 
Site. The flashing beacon will be relocated to Fuller Avenue. This location better 
complements the future G Line Bus Rapid Transit station crossing now being constructed 
near the beacon’s present location and be positioned to serve the former Sears site 
connection to campus once it is redeveloped. 

Changes since 60% approval: The pedestrian beacon will be relocated at the Fuller 
crossing, one block northward from its existing (present day) location. 
Proposed board action: To accept relocation of the RRFB (Rectangular Rapid Flashing 
Beacon). Authorization for Executive Secretary to approve the finalized design under terms 
of the proposed board resolution.  
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Item 5: On-Street Parking on West side of Rice 
Street (South of Aurora Avenue) 

The 60% Rice Street plans showed on-street parking 
spaces north of University Avenue, designed to 
accommodate existing parking needs from storefront 
businesses along the corridor. The revised plan set 
also shows proposed parking spaces south of 
University Avenue on the west side of Rice Street . 
These spaces have been added to support the current 
redevelopment vision of the former Sears site from the 
Rondo Community Land Trust (RCLT), which 
necessitates high-turnover parking on Rice Street to 
serve storefront commercial development . While 
there is sufficient right-of-way space for parking in this 
segment, accommodating it requires reconfiguration of 
the sidewalk, bikeway, and boulevard areas. 

Changes since 60% approval: Introduction of on-
street parallel parking stalls along the west side of Rice 
street serving both current land uses and future 
shopfront development along Rice Street at the former 
Sears site.  
Proposed board action: To approve provision of on-
street parking along the west side of Rice Street. 
Authorization for Executive Secretary to approve the 
finalized design under terms of the proposed board 
resolution.  

 

  

Page 33 of 45



 

Item 6: Aurora Avenue Intersection and Site Access 

The existing condition of Aurora Avenue at its intersection with Rice Street is overly wide, 
and as a result lacks street trees and a safe accommodation for pedestrian crossings. The 
60% Rice Street plans show a narrower Aurora Avenue, with street trees and metered on-
street parking consistent with City of Saint Paul standard dimensions.  The Good Neighbor 
Center, which operates an afterschool program at the church, expressed concerns that this 
would affect its ability to accommodate drop-off and pick-up traffic at that location. The 
project team explored several options to provide site access, accommodate drop-off 
activity, and reconfigure the church’s driveway. The recommended design was selected 
based on what can be safely accommodated within the right-of-way and has been shared 
with Good Neighbor Center staff. This conversation is separate from Good Neighbor Center 
correspondence with CAAPB regarding access to and use of nearby state-owned lots. 

Changes since 60% approval: Development of acceptable option for the design of Aurora 
@ Rice, preserving site access to 441 Rice and reestablishing (and Increasing) on-street 
parking supply.  The two options have been reviewed and accepted by public agencies 
including City, County and CAAPB, and have been shown to owner of 441 Rice, whose 
frontage will be impacted.  
Proposed board action: To approve the alternative shown in this summary as acceptable 
design for Aurora intersection. Authorization for Executive Secretary to approve the 
finalized design under terms of the proposed board resolution.  
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Item 7: Streetscaping & Primary Maintenance Responsibilities 

The complex jurisdictional boundaries of the Capitol Rice Street Reconstruction Project 
have required ongoing coordination regarding responsibility for the design, construction, 
and maintenance of elements along the corridor. In particular, identifying primary 
responsibility for maintaining landscaping, plowing snow, and caring for street furniture has 
helped determine what can be sustainably included in the Rice Street design. The project 
team has developed a color-coded map showing how areas along the corridor would be 
maintained. 

Because the City of Saint Paul has no special funding source, staff resources, or 
programming dedicated for Capitol area maintenance, any elements that are City of Saint 
Paul responsibility to maintain will need to follow standard citywide treatments, 
dimensions, and practices. The design items that fall into this category include: 

• bikeway dimension and material, 
• street trees species and spacing, 
• planted area selection (will be mowable turf grasses instead of more labor-intensive 

landscaping), 
• hardscape boulevard materials (concrete), and 
• limited street furniture  

The City of Saint Paul has expressed willingness to form a partnership should a higher 
grade of materials and landscaping, and resulting maintenance investment, be desired. 

Changes since 60% approval: An approach has been developed to maintenance and 
standards for materiality and plantings along the corridor that will follow City of Saint Paul 
standards for similar corridors.  Higher grades of plantings and paving will require 
partnership. A ‘Maintenance Map’ * has been drafted collaboratively to define primary 
responsibilities for ongoing maintenance of Rice Street over time.  

* A working draft of the maintenance map can be shared to Board Members if requested. 

Proposed board action: To approve the ‘City Standards’ approach to material 
standards/grades including the approach to mapping ongoing maintenance responsibilities 
as outlined in this memo.  Authorize Executive Secretary to collaboratively develop and 
finalize all material and planting standards and maintenance approaches under terms of 
the proposed board resolution.  
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Conclusion  

At this time, some details remain to be resolved before the design is finalized. However, 
most remaining items are anticipated to be relatively minor and reflective of the design 
standards and operational needs of participating agencies, including State of Minnesota 
Department of Administration, Ramsey County, the City of Saint Paul, and Metro Transit. 
Future conversations with specific property owners will be handled through the project’s 
right-of-way acquisition process. 

The project team remains committed to delivering a corridor investment that reflects the 
best available design alternative, advances the project goals and partner priorities, and 
demonstrates responsible stewardship of the State of Minnesota’s appropriation of funding 
for this important public infrastructure project. 
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