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Christ Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill has been at 105 University Ave West for over 105 years, fully
utilizes our building sharing space with many non-profit partners, offers space and hospitality to
neighbors coming for their day at the Hill from throughout the state, and is deeply committed to our
closest neighbors in the Capitol Area/Metro.

On the whole, the leadership of Christ Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill feels passionate about being on a
block that is vibrant, intentional, and well maintained. That could look like well-designed and maintained
green space or mixed use redevelopment of the Ford Building.

We support the vision of the Comprehensive Plan.

Given that the demolition is on track to be completed this fall with some initial rebuilding scheduled for
spring 2024, we have had an initial meeting with Wayne Waslaski and his team about impacts to our
building, grounds and community. We are concerned about the intense noise and disruption to work for
our weekday building partners (who are anticipating an inability to work at this location during the
demolition; we raised questions about State compensation for fiscal losses during this year of the
demolition. We are concerned about parking and outdoor food ministry; we raised questions about
whether the State will offer the corner lot for our use during the demolition. We are concerned about
the way the work will literally shake the foundations of this historically designated property. We are
concerned about the health impact to neighbors who live and work in the area of lead, asbestos and
other pollutants that will be released/present in the dust, the air and water for years to come. We
continue to be concerned that the Ford Building's impending demolition will be followed by a long
period of stagnation and/or a lack of follow through to the next steps of development.

We want to be sure the contractor undertaking the demolition will adhere to the recommended
Protections for Existing Buildings Adjacent to Demolition compiled by Natascha Wiener, State Historic
Preservation Office Historical Architect & Design Reviewer (attached). We would also ask to be provided
with the contractor’s proof of insurance, guaranteeing the welfare of our property during demolition
and construction.

As plans progress for projects all around our property, our congregation must be in close
communication with State leaders responsible for the projects and each party that will be doing work
around our property. We will continue to be a place for community gathering and discernment about
how to be the best neighbors possible to those who daily live and work in the Capitol Area.

Sincerely on behalf of the leadership of Christ on Capitol Hill,
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The Rev. Dr. Joy L. M¢Donald Coltvet
651-222-3619 pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com
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