
 

             

 

Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board Meeting 
May 15, 2024, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

DRAFT Minutes 
Board Members 

Present: Board Chair Lt. Gov. Flanagan, Board Vice Chair Dana Badgerow, Alicia Belton, 
James Garret Jr., Hannah Hills, James McClean, Melanie McMahon, Rep. Klevorn, Sen. 
Pappas,  

Absent: Dr. Kate Beane, Sen. Carla Nelson, Rep. Isaac Schultz 

Quorum present? Yes.  

 

Proceedings 

Meeting Kick-Off 

• Lt. Gov. calls the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
• Board member roll call  
• Overview of Agenda  

 

Capitol Mall Design Framework (CMDF) – Phase I Update & Direction  

Lt. Gov Flanagan reads out loud the agenda and announces that there will be an item to vote 
on. She passes it to CAAPB Exec. Secretary, Erik Cedarleaf Dahl. He reminds everyone of the 
green space, visual markers, and welcome information that was previously agreed upon for 
implantation in March. Mr. Dahl announces that because the current available funds of Phase I 
of the CMDF needs to be completed by December 31st, 2024, everything needs to be moving 
quickly. He passes to Josh Brooks from Sasaki.  

 

Josh Brooks shares the concerns of his team from a procurement and construction standpoint 
given the timeline of the end of the year. Mr. Brooks reminds everyone of the current mall area 
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before sharing the proposal which includes an elliptical path that will host tribal flags, a road diet 
of MLK Blvd., and green space on the upper mall with new pathways. He acknowledges the 
demolition of the current scissor ramps, despite their recent installation. Mr. Brooks shares that 
these projects are within the $5 million budget as Phase IA of the overall Phase I of the CMDF.  

 

Lt. Gov. Flannagan thanks Mr. Brooks for his presentation and time and opens the discussion to 
the board.  

Rep. Klevorn shares her concerns and thoughts about how best and pragmatic the $5 million 
can be used without having to rip up the new scissor ramps. Lt. Gov. Flannagan shares the 
distress over ripping out newer installments that were paid for with taxpayer dollars but 
underscores that accessibility for everyone can be improved.  

Rep. Klevorn is concerned that the process would be started for accessibility in mind, and then 
remain unfinished in the end. Lt. Gov. Flannagan confirms that as of now there are funds from 
the $5 million and that there would be the personal responsibility of having taken the ramps out 
to help see it to the end.  

Rep. Klevorn asks if there are any drawings from Sasaki that include the scissor ramps. Mr. 
Brooks answers that it is not the most feasible because in order to achieve the goal of universal 
accessibility, there will need to be some demolition. He also addresses the concern of the cost 
of demolition by stating that in regard to the $5 million, it will cost $40-50,000.  

Hannah Hills thanks Josh and the Sasaki team for their work and shares Rep. Klevorn’s worries 
by asking if Mr. Brooks has any concerns about doing the construction in a piecemeal way and 
if any of the installations will need to be redone if continued in a piecemeal way. Mr. Brooks 
answers that Sasaki has reviewed the plans with CAAPB staff thoroughly and shares that the 
planning is meant to be smooth and to follow one another. Additionally, should the rest of the 
following projects not be completed due to a lack of funding, this first portion of Phase IA and $5 
million is still designed to be respectful, honorable, and universally accessible.  

Ms. Hills asks for the cost of installing the scissor ramps even though tearing them out will not 
be too costly. Rep. Klevorn answers that they cost $619,000 and that her desire is to focus on 
the tree space and the benches without ripping out the scissor ramps yet since the project is 
being done in pieces.  

James McClean asks for clarification of the purpose for the scissor ramps and where they are 
on the capitol mall. Rep. Klevorn states that they were installed in 2019. Wayne Waslaski 
answers that they were installed as part of a capitol restoration project and to be a means of 
accessibility from the public mall area to the Capitol building.  

Lt. Gov. Flannagan asks for David Fenley, the ADA Director to speak to this. Mr. Fenley shares 
that they don’t view this as a disability issue, but rather an accessibility issue that incorporates 
disability concerns. He continues that although things may be designed with disability in mind, it 
may not be feasible or usable because it has only met the bare minimum of ADA accessibility 
standards. He shares that the ramps, or walkways, have some areas that are not meeting ADA 
standards, but that the designs in the projected plan do.  



 

Rep. Klevorn asks Mr. Fenley if the walkways currently meet ADA requirements. Mr. Fenley 
shares that though they are ADA compliant, they would be in violation of Minnesota building 
codes because these codes have gone above ADA compliance for outside, uncovered 
walkways.  

Sen. Pappas comments that although she originally shared Rep. Klevorn’s concerns about 
ripping up the paths, she is more relieved knowing the demolition cost. She also shares that 
several of her other projects are highly invested in accessibility and that it would seem 
contradictory to not do what would be best for accessibility in the capitol mall area. She also 
points to the compromise that was made by Sasaki to not tear up MLK Blvd.  

Melanie McMahon shares that she supports the CMDF because it is being implemented in a 
piecemeal way.  

Rep. Klevorn shares that even if it gets approved here, she will receive pushback from the 
legislators when she has to report back to them in the House.  

James Garret Jr. commends the Sasaki teams for their outstanding job. He agrees with the 
points made by Sen. Pappas about redoing work and approves the demolition for the overall 
project execution.  

Hannah Hills shares her gratitude for the work of the legislators and Rep. Klevorn but also 
supports the vision of Sasaki and would rather tear something out to replace it with something 
better, than to have something that sits there and is not conducive to future planning.  

Vice Chair Dana Badgerow moves to adopt the plan. James McClean seconds. Mr. Dahl reads 
the resolution to the Board. The resolution is approved and adopted, with 7 ayes and 1 
abstention by Rep. Klevorn.  

Lt. Gov. Flannagan relays to Rep. Klevorn that although the legislator determines whether the 
CAAPB Board exists, as a currently established board, the role of the CAAPB Board is to make 
the Capitol as welcoming and accessible as possible and that the Board supports her.  

 

Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 3:02 p.m.  

 


