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Sign Regulations

2400.2900 Intent.
Parts 2400.2900 to 2400.2940 regulate outdoor advertising and outdoor

signs of all types in the Capitol area. 'The intent is to control signs; to reduce
hazards and traffic accidents; to relieve pedestrian and traffic congestion; to
protect and provide more open space; to preserve and enhance the dignity,
beauty, and architectural integrity of the Capitol area; and to ensure that all
signs are suitably integrated with the architectural design of any structure in
the Capitol area on which they are mounted or to which they relate.

2400.2905 Construction and maintenance requirements.

A.

2400.2905

All signs must conform to all applicable provisions of the building
code of the city of St. Paul as well as the structural design standards
of the State Building Code in chapters 1300 to 1370.

Signs must not resemble any traffic control sign or signal so as to
be confused with it. Signs must not interfere with the visibility of
any traffic control sign or signal.

. Signs that are unsafe or in disrepair must be repaired or removed.

Unsafe signs must be repaired or removed within 24 hours after
notification. Signs in disrepair must be repaired or removed within
15 days after notification.

“Disrepair” means a condition in which the sign has deteriorated to
the point where at least one-fourth of the surface area of the name,
identification, description, display, illustration, or other symbol

is no longer clearly recognizable at a distance of 20 feet; where
paint is peeling, chipping, or flaking from the structure surface;
where the sign has developed significant rust, corrosion, rotting, or
other deterioration in the physical appearance, or is so faded that

it is not clearly recognizable at a distance of 20 feet; or where an
illuminated electrical sign is no longer in proper working order.

Removal, in the case of painted wall signs, means a complete
repainting of the background on which the sign was painted, or a
sandblasting of the surface to reveal an exterior finish compatible
with surrounding surfaces, so that no part of the sign is still visible.

. Signs must not be painted directly on or affixed to any tree, rock, or

utility pole.

Lots on which signs are located must be kept neat, orderly, and free
of debris by the owner.

Any sign which advertises, identifies, or pertains to an activity no
longer in existence must be removed by the owner of the property
within 30 days from the time the activity ceases existence. This
part does not apply to seasonal activities during the regular periods
in which they are closed.
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2400.2910. Sign placement and height requirements.

2400.2910

A. Signs must not be located in, project into, or overhang a public

right-of-way or dedicated public easement in any district, with the
following exceptions:

(1) city, county, state or federal signs;

(2) transit benches or shelters allowed under Minnesota Statutes,
section 160.27;

(3) temporary banners allowed under item F; or

(4) projecting signs allowed under item D.

. On buildings up to two stories in height, signs attached to a

building must not project above the highest point used to measure
the building height of any structure. On buildings of three stories
or more in height, signs must not be placed on the exterior fagcade
on or above the floor level of the third story.

Signs attached to buildings must be positioned so that they are
an integral design feature of the building, and to complement
and enhance the building’s architectural features. Signs must not
obscure or destroy architectural details such as stone arches, glass
transom panels, or decorative brickwork.

. Signs mounted parallel to the wall or face of a building or structure

may project a maximum of 18 inches horizontally beyond the wall
or face of that building or structure.

. Projecting signs, where allowed, may extend a maximum of four

feet from the property line, and must be located at least two feet
from the curb line and at least ten feet above ground level.

. Free-standing pylon signs, where allowed, must not exceed 15 feet

in height. Monument signs must not exceed 12 feet in height.
Monument signs must include a masonry base with materials and
design similar to the principal building.

Temporary signs, where allowed, must meet the criteria of one of
the following categories:

(1) for all uses, one sign not exceeding 40 square feet in area
may be used to identify an engineer, architect, or contractors
engaged in the construction of a building during the
construction period,;

(2) for religious, civic, or other community organizations, the
following temporary signs directly related to events on
the premises are permitted for a maximum of three times
per calendar year per organization, for a maximum of five
consecutive days at any one event.

(a) portable or temporary signs with a gross surface display
area not exceeding 60 square feet and a height not
exceeding six feet; and

(b) banners advertising an event on the premises, to include
banners placed on or between buildings or within the
street right-of-way, provided that they do not interfere
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with the visibility of any traffic control sign or signal.
Banners shall not exceed 120 square feet in area and
shall provide at least 20 feet of clearance from ground
level. Banners must be approved by the city of St. Paul
Department of Safety and Inspections.

Signs that span a public roadway cannot be attached to
city light poles or traffic signal poles.

Sidewalk signs, where allowed, are limited to two feet in width and
3-1/2 feet in height, including the support members. No sign may
have more than two faces. Changeable copy is permitted except for
plastic letters. The sign may be placed only in front of the business
advertised, without significantly limiting the normal pedestrian use
of the sidewalk. One sign is permitted for each building or land
frontage, and it must be removed from the sidewalk at the end of

each business day. No sidewalk sign may be lighted.

2400.2915. Design standards.

2400.2915

A.

No more than three colors may be used for the sign letters and no
more than two colors for the sign background and border. A wall
sign must complement the building color.

'The sign message must be legible and relate to the nature of the
business.

. Neon lights are permitted when installed inside windows; neon

lights may not flash.

Signs on multiple-use buildings must be coordinated in the use of
colors, materials, and shapes.

. Lettering styles must be legible and relate to the character of the

property’s use. Each sign may contain no more than four lettering

styles.

Symbols and graphics, when used, must identify the business and
complement the sign lettering.

Ground and pylon signs must have plantings at and around the
base which serve to: (1) screen the sign base and/or any lighting
installed at ground level; and (2) tie the signage to the principal use
by using plantings that are similar to those used on the rest of the
site.

. External illumination of signs is permitted by incandescent or

fluorescent light, but must emit a continuous white light that
prevents direct shining onto the ground or adjacent buildings.

Internally lit signs are permitted if illumination is confined to
individual letters or symbols. Backlit “box” signs are prohibited.
Internally illuminated canopy signs may be allowed with board
approval.
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2400.2920 Exempt signs.

'The signs in items A to E do not require a permit. These exemptions do
not relieve the owner of the sign from the responsibility of its erection,
maintenance, and compliance with this chapter or any other law or
ordinance regulating the sign:

A. signs six square feet or less in size;

B. lettering on motor vehicles when not utilized as a parked or
stationary outdoor display sign;

C. political signs;

D. the changing of the display surface on a painted or printed sign, or
the replacement of a poster, for on-site changes only;

E. traffic control signs.

2400.2925 Prohibited signs.

The following types of signs are prohibited in the Capitol area:
A. advertising signs, billboards;

B. transit shelter and bench signs, with the exception of signs
providing passenger information at transit stations;

C. flashing, animated or moving signs and signs illuminated with

flashing lights;

D. changeable copy signs and electronic message signs, with the
exception of the following:

(1) signs providing passenger information at transit stations; and

(2) signs displaying prices of fuel and other goods at service
stations, provided that:

(a) the total square footage of all electronic message signs on
one lot does not exceed 35 percent of the allowable total
signage for the property;

(b) each electronic message sign is equipped with a
mechanism that adjusts to ambient light conditions and is
set at a level no greater than 5,000 nits during the day and
500 nits between dusk and dawn;

(c) each electronic message sign has a means to immediately
turn off the display or lighting in the event that the
operator is notified by the appropriate zoning authority
that the sign is not in compliance with the local zoning
code; and

(d) each electronic message sign is at least 75 feet from the
nearest residential property.

E. roof signs;
F. vehicle signs;

G. portable signs mounted on a wheeled chassis.
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The following types of signs are allowed in all districts in the Capitol area:

A. signs of the city of St. Paul, Ramsey County, and state, and
federal governments and their subdivisions and agencies that give
orientation, direction, or traffic control information;

B. parking lot signage as follows is permitted in addition to other

signs permitted in each zoning district:

(1) for parking lot areas, one identification sign a maximum of 15
square feet in area is permitted per parking lot entrance. The
identification sign up to 25 square feet in area is allowed if the
sign incorporates an accepted uniform parking symbol “P.” The
remaining portion of the sign incorporating the parking symbol
may be used for other pertinent information; and

(2) one directional sign not to exceed four square feet in area is
permitted per entrance or exit. Directional signs may be up
to ten square feet in area if they also incorporate the parking

symbol “P.”

2400.2935 Signs permitted by district.

'The following table indicates signs permitted by district. A number
represents the total surface square footage permitted. “P” means permitted.

“N” means not permitted.

“Building-mounted sign” includes wall, canopy, awning, marquee or
projecting signs. “Free-standing sign” includes pylon signs and monument

signs.

Use Districts

Max. number signs per lot

2400.2935

G1/62| RM | MX | MxD
Sign Functional Type
Business sign, single use building N N 2 sq. ft. 4sq.ft. | Square footage is maximum of
per lineal | perlineal | all business signs per lot. May
footof lot | foot lot include 1 building-mounted
frontage, | frontage sign per street frontage; 1
up to 250 free-standing sign per street
sq. ft. frontage
Business signs, multi-tenant building N N 2 sq. ft. 4 sq. ft. Square footage is maximum
per lineal | per lineal of all business signs per lot.
foot lot foot lot May include 1 building-
frontage, | frontage | mounted sign per business; 1
up to 350 free-standing sign per street
sq. ft. frontage
Directional sign 25 N 15 15 1 per street frontage
Identification and name plate signs 50 7 50 50 1 per street frontage
Political sign N P P P
Real estate sign 6 25 25 1
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Use Districts Max. number signs per lot
G1/62| RM | MX | MxD
Sign Functional Type
Real estate development sign N 50 50 50 1
Temporary P P P P 1 (see 2400.2910, item F)
Sign Structural Type
Canopy, awning or marquee sign N N P P see Business sign standards
Freestanding sign (<10 ft.) P N P P 1 per street frontage (Business
or Identification sign)
[lluminated sign P N P
Monument sign P N P P 1 per street frontage (Business
or Identification sign)
Projecting sign N N 20 25 see Business sign standards
Pylon sign (10 feet or greater) N N see Business sign standards
Sidewalk sign N N 1
Wall sign P P see Business sign or nameplate
standards
Window sign N N 20 sq. 20sq. 2 poster-type per window
ft., max. ft., max. Neon signs inside windows
of 50% of 50% allowed in addition to poster
of total of total signs; total area of all signs
window | window shall not exceed 50% of
area area window area

2400.2940 Nonconforming signs.

When a lawful sign exists on the effective date of parts 2400.2900 to
2400.2940 but does not conform with this chapter, the requirements in
items A to F apply:

A. No sign may be enlarged or altered in a way which increases its
nonconformity.

B. Ifasign or sign structure is destroyed by any means to any extent
of more than 51 percent of its replacement cost, it must not be
repaired or reconstructed except in conformity with this chapter.

C. If asign or sign structure is moved for any reason for any distance,
it must conform to the rules for the zoning district in which it is
located after it is moved.

D. An existing sign devoted to a use not permitted by this chapter
in the zoning district in which it is located must not be enlarged,
extended, or moved except to change the sign to one that is
permitted in the zoning district in which it is located.

E. When a structure loses its nonconforming status, under parts
2400.3000 to 2400.3020, all signs located on or pertaining to the
structure must be removed and all signs painted directly on the
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structure must be repainted in a neutral color or a color which will
harmonize with the structure.

Signs may be repainted, reposted, or replaced when there
is a change of tenancy, ownership, or management of any
nonconforming use.
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