
MINNESOTA BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 
2829 University Avenue SE, Suite 403, Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(651) 201-2762 
 

September 24, 2014 Board Meeting 
 

The Minnesota Board of Optometry met on Wednesday, September 24, 2014 in the Conference 
Room of Suite 403, University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University Avenue SE, Minneapolis, 
MN for the purpose of conducting such business as would normally come before the Board. 
 
Roger Pabst, O.D., President called the meeting to order at 9:55 AM.   
  
Roll call of board members: 
Present were: 
Kari Slotten, Public Member  
Roger Pabst, O.D. 
John Muellerliele, O.D.   
Patrick O’Neill, O.D.  
Michelle Falk, O.D. 
Don Sipola, O.D. 
 
Also present were: 

Jennifer Middleton, Office of the Attorney General 
Beth Coleman, Minnesota Optometric Association 

 Anna Hartsel, Office & Administrative Specialist 
 Randy Snyder, Executive Director 
 
     
Members Absent: none 
 
The roll call was completed and a quorum declared present.  A motion to approve the agenda was 
made by Falk and seconded by Muellerleile.  Motion passed.   
 
Minutes of the July 9, 2014 board meeting were approved as presented; motion by Sipola, 
seconded by Slotten, and the minutes were approved.   
 
The new licensee report was approved as presented with motion to approve by Sipola, second by 
O’Neill. The following applicants/new licensees requesting a Minnesota Optometry license were 
presented to the Board. Each applicant has provided documentation meeting the requirements for 
licensure by examination in the state of Minnesota as a licensed optometrist.  The board approved 
a delegation of authority for board staff to initially license candidates that provide an application 
with all requirements clearly met.   
 
Ryan Isaacson 
Lezlie Jones 
Dustin Krassin 
Robery Nyre 

Elizabeth O’Connor 
Emily Ufken 
Larry Van Daalen 
Becky Yeung

 
 



 
Discussion took place on the database/ALIMS generated Licensee “Count” Report which lists 
‘active, applicants, emeritus, etc. with their last formal license category or board defined action 
identified by the licensed O.D.  Board members shared the report would be more effective if 
divided into active and ‘historic’ categories. Staff will look at developing a new report with the 
new system and the IT contractor.  
 
The June 30, 2014 end of year financial reports was provided.  The MBO ended with $852.00 as 
‘net earnings’ or surplus in the government sector.  The board cannot ‘borrow’ more money that 
statutorily approved to spend.   The board reviewed planning objectives for the next biennial 
budget including increasing fees, seeking increased spending authority of $25,000 as the board 
currently has a deficit budget showing fees and spending authority less than approved expenses.  
The deficit is managed by not expending the entire expense budget.  The board is also 
legislatively directed to have one year of surplus in their accumulated budget with the MBO 
currently at .33/1.0 or four months.  
 
The July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 accounts payable or vendor payments for the year were 
presented to the board with motion to approve by Sipola, seconded by O’Neill.    Discussion 
occurred on whether the credit card fees for online services should be charged to the individual 
OD using the service or included in the board’s expenses.  Motion was made to include the credit 
card fees within the board expense by Muellerleile, seconded by Slotten.  Motion carried.  
 
The board was asked to clarify discussion from the prior meeting on the public Scope of Practice 
document.  Discussion took place with two recommendations to edit the current document.  Beth 
Coleman asked to have a copy sent to the MOA when completed.  A motion to accept the revised 
document to be posted on the website; was made by Sipola, seconded by Muellerleile.  Motion 
carried 
 
A review of the FTC directive on eyeglasses was completed which will be placed on the website. 
It is provided to give the consumer and the Optometrist a legal definition and practice guidance. 
A second item to be posted in the FAQ section is window tinting.  Both were thoroughly 
discussed and approved.  Motion by Muellerleile, seconded by Falk and motion carried.  
 
An overview of the statutory revisions-legislative plan was completed.  Senator Vicki Jensen, (D) 
Owatonna will again serve as Chief Author in the Senate. We’ll postpone a decision until post-
election for the House leadership on the bill.  Courtesy contact to the Revisers office and the 
Governor’s office has occurred.    
 
A review of the Zero Tolerance for Workplace Violence was reviewed and approved.  Motion by 
Slotten, second by Muellerleile and motion carried.  
 
Discussion took place on tracking Minnesota approved CPR hours within the OE Tracker model.  
It was agreed that the Minnesota policy will be to award four hours for all CPR with direction to 
OE Tracker/COPE that all American Heart Association courses will be approved for four clock 
hours.  A motion by Sipola, seconded by O’Neill with members voted aye. Motion carried.   
 
The board received an oral report on the field exit results of the Office of Legislative Auditor 
which found that monthly revenue reconciliations were not always completed. The MBO receipt 
cycle has some months with less than $1000.00. The board’s response will concur with their 
findings as well as assure the public that staff successfully completed and balanced 
reconciliations for projects (renewals -85% of total revenue and applications- 10% of total 



 

 

revenue) and year end reconciliations.  All revenue balanced within the audit period however, 
procedures will be revised to meet the monthly MMB policy.    
 
Significant discussion took place on a letter received by Dr. Jack Terry, National Board 
Examination Office (NBEO).  The board takes no official position on the national debate 
regarding certification or utilization of the new examination.  The board believes its mission is 
public safety and assuring core competency for the entry level Optometrist and assurance of that 
continued competency throughout their career.  The board will not issue clock hours for the 
certification exam and continues to require COPE approved courses.  
 
The July ARBO Greensheet was reviewed with no formal direction required.  
 
Dr. Falk provided an update on HPSP and the Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) program.  
HPSP is engaged in strategic planning and program hardening to comply with legislative 
direction.  The PMP program has limited impact of the prescribing authority for Optometrists.  
Given the limitations to certain Schedule 4-5 medications in their scope, the board acknowledged 
that Dr. Falk can determine with PMP the participation value.  If feasible, the MBO would like to 
participate in annual meeting or to limit their involvement to policy oversight and not committee 
or procedural meetings.  
 
The open appointments electronic link from the Secretary of State’s office will be sent to Board 
members Slotten, O’Neill and Muellerleile.   
 
Randy Snyder requested that the licensed optometrists on the board provide feedback on the new 
electronic license renewal system, to be implemented in October, 2014. In doing so, the meeting 
was adjourned at 12:14 PM by O’Neill and seconded by Falk.  Motion carried.  
 
The board will conduct the next scheduled business meeting on January 21, March 25, July 8, and 
September 23 2015.  
 
Meetings are open to the public and normally held at University Park Plaza, 2829 University 
Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN. 
    
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Randy Snyder 
Executive Director 
 
Approved by  

 
 
Don Sipola, O.D. 
Secretary  


