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To become a licensed school nurse in Minnesota requires a two-step process.  Prior to applying to the 
Board of Teaching for a school nurse license, a nurse must be registered with the Minnesota Board of 
Nursing as a public health nurse (PHN).  A PHN is not required to have a school nurse license if the 
nurse is not working in a school setting.  

School Nurse Licensure 
To be a licensed school nurse (LSN) in Minnesota, a nurse must obtain a school nurse license 
issued by the Minnesota Board of Teaching.  The Board of Teaching requires submission of the 
nurse’s PHN registration as part of the application process for a school nurse license.  Application 
for a school nurse license may be made to the Board of Teaching at:  
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/index.html.   

The license is required according to Minnesota Statutes sections 122A.15 and 122A.18: 
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=122A.  

Minnesota Rules Part 8710.6100 (https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=8710.6100) describes the Board 
of Teaching’s requirements for licensure as a school nurse.  The requirements are:  

A. Hold a baccalaureate degree in nursing from a regionally accredited college or university; 
B. Be currently registered in Minnesota to practice as a licensed registered nurse under the 

Board of Nursing; and  
C. Be currently registered in Minnesota as a public health nurse under the Board of Nursing. 

Registration as a Public Health Nurse 
The requirements for registration as a PHN are found in Minnesota Rules Chapter 6316 and 
include the following:  

• Must be licensed and currently registered to practice professional (registered) nursing in
Minnesota. 

• Must have a baccalaureate or higher degree with a major in nursing.  The applicant’s
course work must have included theory and clinical practice in public health nursing. 
The theory portion of the public health nursing education must have been at least 30 
hours in length.  The PHN nursing content in a hospital diploma or associate degree 
program does not qualify.  

Information on the relevant law and additional rules about PHN registration may be accessed at the 
Board of Nursing website: www.nursingboard.state.mn.us.  Click on the “Licensure” tab for the link to 
access forms to apply for registration as a PHN.  

Questions about PHN registration may be directed to the Board of Nursing at (612) 617-2270.   
Questions about school nurse licensure may be directed to either the Board of Teaching at (651) 582-
8833 or the Board of Nursing at (612) 617-2270.   
Questions about nursing practice may be directed to the Board of Nursing at (612) 617-2274. 

The Minnesota Department of Health has a School Health Consultant available to the public and 
school personnel to assist with school health issues at (651) 201-3631.   
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