BOARD MEETING MINUTES
November 16, 2006 - 10:00 a.m.
Conference Room C, Third Floor
2829 University Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN

1.	Call to Order / Roll Call

Members Present: Cathy Cullen-Benson, Barb Carlson, Doug Frisk, Judi Gordon, John Meers, Kristen Piper, Duane Reynolds, Walter Roberts, Jr., Nick Ruiz

Members Absent: Freddie Davis-English; Nona Wilson

Staff Present: Kari Rechtzigel, Executive Director; Lori Schneider, LPC Licensing Coordinator/Office Manager; Samantha Larson, LADC Licensing Coordinator

Others Present: Nathan Hart, Assistant Attorney General

2.	Approval of September 28, 2006, Board Meeting Minutes

Walter Roberts moved to approve the minutes. John Meers seconded. Chair Reynolds called for a vote on the motion. All members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the minutes carried.

3.	Staff Member Reports

	A. Executive Director’s Report (Kari Rechtzigel)
		1) HPSP Program Committee – Need to Appoint BBHT Representative
		2) Council of Health Boards – Need to Appoint BBHT Representative
		3) Proposed Fee Increases
		4) Dates of 2007 Board Meetings

	A. 1) Kristen Piper was appointed to serve as BBHT’s representative on the Program Committee of the Health Professionals Services Program. 2) Nick Ruiz was appointed as BBHT’s representative on the Council of Health Boards. (Doug Frisk arrived at 10:15 a.m.) 3) Kari Rechtzigel reported on reducing the Board’s expenses/budget and explained proposed fee increases for both the LPC and LADC programs. Estimates indicate it could generate another $33,160 in revenue for the Board. Judi Gordon asked about fees for reviewing and approving sponsor applications for LADC continuing education activities. Ms. Rechtzigel responded that right now pre-approval is optional, not required. Ms. Rechtzigel informed the Board that the proposed changes to the budget and fees are legislative initiatives and require the Board’s approval. Nick Ruiz moved to approve the proposed budget changes and fees. Judi Gordon seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried. 
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4) The following dates were approved for 2007 Board meetings: February 15, 2007; May 17, 2007; August 16, 2007; and November 15, 2007. All meetings will begin at 10:00 a.m.

	B. LPC Program Update (Lori Schneider)

	Lori Schneider reported that Application and Licensure Committee A (Carlson, Wilson) approved 4 candidates for LPC licensure in October 2006 (effective date November 1, 2006). Licenses were granted to the following candidates:

David Nelson
Loree LeRoux
Donald Cratchy
Jennifer Liska

Lori Schneider reported that Application and Licensure Committee B (Piper, Gordon) approved 16 candidates for LPC licensure in October 2006 (effective date November 1, 2006). Licenses were granted to the following candidates:

Jennifer Moore
Angela Ruppe
Debra Kasper
Nadine Hoven
Patricia Gorman
Michelle Voss
Paul Novotny
Debra James
Tracey Srenaski
Vicki Langemo
Jennie Laskow
Timothy Ruden
Renee Carlson
Mary White
Corrina Brown
Kay Nordgren



Ms. Schneider reported that the BBHT staff approved 2 candidates for LPC licensure in October 2006 (effective date November 1, 2006). Licenses were granted to the following candidates:

James Stratton
Carol Carpenter

Ms. Schneider also presented Board members with several graphs and charts with information about LPC licensees and applicants and explained the data. She will try to prepare a chart for the next Board meeting showing number of licensees by county. Ms. Rechtzigel commented that Chris Luhman, who assisted BBHT in creating the licensure graphs and provided computer technical support to the health licensing boards, transferred to the Department of Human Services. Kristen Piper asked what the Board can do about the number of pending application files. Ms. Schneider noted that the number of pending applications will continue to decrease over time. There are some application files that were opened before a license application fee was established. These files remain open and will not be processed without the receipt of a fee. The Board would like legal advice regarding when those files can be administratively closed.

	C. LADC Program Update (Samantha Larson)

Samantha Larson provided the Board members with statistical data on licensure and temporary permit activity in July, August, September, and October 2006. Ms. Larson further reported that the following 11 candidates for LADC licensure were issued licenses in October 2006:

Mark Anderson
Paul Fischer
Cindy Flemming
Lois Frost-McKeon
Juliane Gentile
Barbara Greenwood
Linda Miland
Charity Schuette
Lynsey Sullivan
Cassie Tastad
Michael Turner



4.	Legislative Committee Report (Nick Ruiz; Kari Rechtzigel; Nathan Hart)
		A) Task Force Report; Potential Special Board Meeting Required
		B) Legislative Initiatives for 2007 Session

	A)	Nick Ruiz gave the Board a history of BBHT’s 2006 Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor (LPCC) legislative proposal and events that followed. BBHT pulled the legislation in 2006 when the Department of Human Services and representatives of the other mental health professions became involved in the process and qualifications for all mental health professionals became an issue. He reported that several meetings were held in the summer of 2006 with attendees from the social work, marriage and family therapy, counseling, and psychology professions. Nick Ruiz and Kari Rechtzigel attended the meetings, and Judi Gordon was present at some of them as well. Four meetings were held in the fall of 2006 at the Department of Human Services as part of the legislative directive to study the issue. (Nathan Hart arrived at 10:47 a.m.) Nick Ruiz provided the Board with a handout from minutes of the Task Force meetings outlining some of the recommendations. Nick explained that a draft of the report would be issued in mid-December and the final report was due to the Legislature in January 2007. Task Force participants plan to meet and offer comments and edits to the report draft in December. A lengthy discussion followed about proposed recommendations from the Task Force study, including supervised clinical practice requirements, education requirements, and training and experience requirements for clinical supervisors.

Walter Roberts raised the following issues related to the effect of creating the LPCC license: education programs will need to adjust to new clinical coursework requirements, thought should be given to current holders of the LPC license and mechanisms to transition them to the LPCC (e.g. examination options and credit for supervision already completed), workload will increase for Board members and staff in the processing of applications.

Chair Reynolds noted that individuals will always be dissatisfied with the process and requirements. Now that the reimbursement issue is being addressed with a clinical license, the next complaint will likely be that persons are not automatically awarded the clinical level. The reality is that requirements must be met and just because someone has a license doesn’t mean that they will get everything they want right away. The process takes time.

Chair Reynolds called for a motion to delegate authority to the Legislative Committee to respond to the Task Force Report and move forward with drafting legislation. Judi Gordon so moved, Nick Ruiz seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried.

5.	Application & Licensure Committee B (Kristen Piper; Judi Gordon)

	A.	Committee B Roster of Candidates Recommended for LPC Licensure

The Committee moved that the following candidates be approved for LPC licensure:

Erin Rafferty-Bugher
Patricia Holbrook
Catherine Pfeifer
Amanda Knutson
Melissa Bollinger-Kiney
Paul Woseth

	B.	Committee B Roster of Candidates Recommended for LADC Licensure

The Committee moved that the following candidates be approved for LADC licensure:

Judeth Petersen
Roger Watts

All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried.

6.	Application & Licensure Committee A (Barb Carlson; Nona Wilson)

	A. and B. Committee A Roster of Candidates Recommended for LPC and LADC Licensure

The Committee had no candidates to recommend for LPC or LADC licensure.

7.	Staff Recommended Candidates for Licensure

	A.	Roster of Candidates Recommended for LPC Licensure

Board staff recommended the following candidate for LPC licensure:

Wendie Discher

	B.	Roster of Candidates Recommended for LADC Licensure 

Board staff recommended the following candidates for LADC licensure:

Dennis Abitz
Cherie Aranda
Darnell Baker
Jose Duenes
Gregory Kraft
Timothy Lundgren
David MacNaughton
Patti Nybeck-Garcia
Tiffany Oddo
John Veino

John Meers moved to approve the candidates for licensure. Cathy Cullen-Benson seconded. All members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the candidates for licensure carried.

8.	Termination of LPC License for Non-Renewal

John Meers moved that the Board terminate the LPC license of Carol Coleman for non-renewal. Cathy Cullen-Benson seconded. All members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to terminate the license for non-renewal carried.

9.	Election of Board Officers for 2007

Kristen Piper moved that Nick Ruiz be elected the Board chair for 2007 and that Freddie Davis-English be elected the vice chair for 2007. Cathy Cullen-Benson seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to elect Nick Ruiz as chair and Freddie Davis-English as vice chair carried.

10.	Public Comment Period

No members of the public were present at the meeting to offer comments. Nick Ruiz noted that he planned to attend the Minnesota Counseling Association conference later in November and would encourage MnCA to update their web page and work on the issue of insurance reimbursement for LPCs.


Nathan Hart informed Board members there would be contested matters for them to consider in the executive sessions of future Board meetings. He explained that he would be the “prosecutor” in those cases and that another attorney would be present to advise the Board. 

11.	Adjournment

There was no formal motion or second to adjourn the meeting. Chair Reynolds adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m.
