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Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

EIGHT HUNDRED EIGHTY FOURTH MEETING 
 

 
At approximately 9:00 a.m. on November 13, 2019, the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy met in 

Conference Room A at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University Avenue Southeast, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the purpose of conducting a general business meeting. Members of the Board 
that attended were Dr. Stacey Jassey, Dr. Mary Phipps, Mr. Stuart Williams, Dr. Amy Paradis, Dr. Joseph 
Stanek, Mr. Rabih Nahas, Dr. Andrew Behm, Ms. Samantha Schirmer, and Mr. James Bialke. Also, in 
attendance were the Board’s Executive Director, Dr. Cody Wiberg; Deputy Director, Dr. Beth Ferguson; 
Assistant Attorney General, Mr. Hans Anderson; and Board staff members, Ms. Tami Wier, Ms. Ame 
Carlson, Ms. Michele Mattila, Mr. Steve Huff, and Ms. Jill Phillips.  

President Jassey called the meeting to order. A quorum was confirmed. The Board went into 
closed session to discuss disciplinary cases and personnel issues. 

 
Upon returning to open session, the Board discussed the minutes of the October 9, 2019 business  

meeting. After discussion, President Jassey declared the minutes approved, with the correction of the date 
in heading as noted by Mr. Williams.   

 
Next, the Board considered the Consent Agenda. After discussion, Mr. Williams moved to 

approve the Consent Agenda. Mr. Bialke seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The Board then considered the Remainder of the Agenda. Mr. Williams moved, and Dr. Stanek 

seconded that the Remainder of the Agenda be approved. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Next, the Board elected off icers and des ignated certain staff members to hold specif ic positions 

for 2020. Mr. Williams and Dr. Jassey were nominated for the office of pres ident for 2020. Dr. Jassey, 
having served as president for 2019, declined the nomination for the 2020 term. Dr. Behm nominated Mr. 
Williams as pres ident for the 2020 term. Dr. Jassey seconded the nomination. There were no further 
nominations, and Mr. Williams was unanimous ly elected pres ident. Dr. Phipps was the only nomination 
for the office of vice president. Dr. Phipps declined the nomination for the 2020 term and nominated Dr. 
Jassey for the office of vice pres ident. There were no further nominations. Dr. Jassey was unanimously 
elected vice president. Mr. Williams moved to elect Dr. Wiberg as secretary (executive director). Dr. 
Jassey seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimous ly, and Dr. Wiberg was elected as secretary. 
Dr. Beth Ferguson was then des ignated as the Board’s Deputy Director by unanimous consensus of the 
Board. Ms. Wier was designated as Assistant Director for Administrative Affairs by the Board’s 
unanimous consensus.  

 
Committee appointments for 2020 were discussed, and the consensus was to approve the 

following: 
 

• For the Committee on Professional Standards, (COPS)—all board members will serve on 
the committee on a rotating basis. Two members will serve per meeting. 

• For the Complaint Review Panel (CRP)—all board members will serve on the committee 
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on a rotating basis. Two members will serve per meeting. 
• Variance and Policy Review Committee —all board members will serve on the committee 

on a rotating basis. Two members will serve per meeting. Pharmacy surveyors will serve on 
the committee on a rotating basis. Two surveyors will serve per meeting, with surveyor 
Ame Carlson acting as chair.  

• Mr. Bialke was appointed to be the Board’s representative to the Health Professionals 
Services Program (HPSP), and Dr. Phipps was appointed to be the alternate.  

• Mr. Williams stated the president will appoint individuals for the Internship Advisory 
Committee later as necessary.  

• Dr. Ferguson currently attends the Minnesota Alliance for Patient Safety (MAPS) meetings 
as the Board representative and will continue to do so for 2020.  

 
Next on the agenda were policy and variance reviews deferred to the full Board so that certain 

members could recuse themselves. The Variance and Policy Review Committee report included in the 
packet of meeting materials contained details of the requests.  

 
Dr. Stanek recused himself and left the meeting for the following variance and policy requests. 

 
           The first variance to come before the Board concerned Mayo Clinic Hospital – Rochester, Methodist 
Campus Pharmacy and the St. Mary’s Campus Pharmacy. They asked the Board to allow two pharmacy 
technicians to witness and waste the excess controlled substances they have retrieved, per policy. After 
discussion, the recommendations of the Variance and Policy Review Committee (VPRC) were accepted 
unanimously by the Board.  
 
            The next variance request was from MCHS – to allow the pharmacy to utilize an adjacent non-
contiguous space for the storage of medications and office space for the shipping and receiving of new 
medications. After discussion, the recommendations of the Variance and Policy Review Committee 
(VPRC) were accepted unanimously by the Board. 
 
 Dr. Stanek returned to the meeting, and Mr. Nahas recused himself from the meeting for the 
following variances. 
 

The next variance and policy review requests concerned Abbott Northwestern Hospital Pharmacy 
- Minneapolis and the Phillips Eye Institute - Minneapolis. The variance asked to allow remote pharmacy 
after hours order review and entry of physician medication orders by Abbott Northwestern Hospital for 
Phillips Eye Institute when the hospital pharmacy is closed from normal business hours of operation. 
After discussion, the recommendations of the Variance and Policy Review Committee (VPRC) were 
accepted unanimously by the Board. 

 
Mr. Nahas returned to the meeting, and Dr. Paradis recused herself from the meeting for the 

following variances. 
 

           The next variance requests concerned Sterling #24 - Rushford, Sterling #26 - Caledonia, and 
Sterling #28 - Spring Grove. To allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding direct supervision of 
supportive personnel at the telepharmacy in Harmony. Sterling #27, Harmony asked the Board to allow 
exemptions from the Board's rules regarding having a pharmacist on duty at all times that the telepharmacy 
is open and to be serviced by Spring Grove, Caledonia, and Rushford, and to allow an exemption from the 
Board's rule regarding direct supervision of supportive personnel. After discussion, the recommendations 



MINNESOTA BOARD OF PHARMACY – 884th Meeting, November 13, 2019 Page 3 
 

of the Variance and Policy Review Committee (VPRC) were accepted unanimously by the Board. 
 
Dr. Paradis returned to the meeting. 
 
With no additional variances before the Board, Ms. Tracey Erfourth, from the Health 

Professionals Services Program, gave a report - providing a statistical review of the program’s results for 
the past year. Since this was informational only, no action was required. 

 
The next scheduled presentation, NABP Wholesaler & 3PL inspection and accreditation services, 

was delayed until NABP representatives can present in-person.  
 
The next agenda item for the Board concerned Statutes, Rules and Guidance. Dr. Wiberg 

provided the Board with the legislative implementation update. Dr. Wiberg reported on the latest 
House proposal concerning insulin-related legislation, noting under the current proposal the Board 
would not be collecting additional fees from the manufacturers. The report was informational only, no 
action was necessary.  

  
Dr. Wiberg discussed prescription volume and telepharmacy guidance, noting the issues that the 

Board faces with telepharmacies. Board staff requested that the Board review the current guidance 
document and consider if changes related to prescription volume were needed. The Board opened the 
discussion for public comment. Mr. Cole Davidson asked the Board to consider refill orders verses new 
prescription orders when reviewing the guidance document. Mr. Mike Campfield asked for financial 
information to be included in future feedback from pharmacies. After discussion, Pharmacy Surveyor Ame 
Carlson, was asked to summarize the points made during the discussion in a white paper for the Board to 
consider when reviewing the current guidance document. No other action was taken. 

 
Next, Dr. Wiberg recommended that the Board formally approve the Obsolete Rules Report and 

the Controlled Substance Report, explaining that the Board is required to submit these reports annually to 
the Legislature. Copies of the reports were previously distributed. Mr. Williams moved to approve to 
approve the reports. Mr. Bialke seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Dr. Wiberg then provided an update to the Board on the Controlled Substance Reporting Section 

which includes the Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) and the Opiate Product Registration Fee 
Program (OPRFP). Since this was informational only, no action was necessary. 

 
Dr. Wiberg mentioned the availability of the Pharmac ist Licensure Report and CE Report. The 

reports are informational only, no action was necessary.    
 
At approximately 12:23 p.m., with no other business before the Board, President Jassey declared 

the open session adjourned.   


