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BEFORE THE MINNESOTA 

BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 

In the Matter of STIPULATION AND 
CONSENT ORDER Mary D. Nelson, M.A., L.P. 

License No. LP3743 

IT IS HEREBY STJPULATED AND AGREED by Mary D. Nelson, .MA, L.P. 

(Licensee), and the Minnesota Board of Psychology (Board) as follows: 

1. During all times herein, Licensee has been and now is subject to the jurisdiction of 

the Board from which she holds a license to practice psychology in the State of Minnesota. 

FACTUAL BASIS 

2. Solely for purposes of this stipulation, the Board may conskier the following 

tactual basis: 

a. Licensee was licensed as a Licensed Psychologist on August 1, 1997. 

b. At various times from November 2003 to approximately September 2008, 

Licensee provided psychological services to client #1 in connection with his anxiety attacks, 

work-related stress, and depression. 

c. During the summer of2008, Ucet1see asked cHent #1 to spend an hour or 

two each week with her two minor children to educate them about the history of the local 

community. Licensee states that she did so only for the client's best interests, because she was 

having difficulty finding options in a small community to provide tbe client with some needed 

external structure to his day. 

d. ln May 2009, client #1 called Licensee to request tennination of the 

treatment relationship. Licensee and client #1 agreed to discuss the issue at a session, at wbich 

time they mutually agreed to the termination. 
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REGULATIONS 

3. The Board views the �nduct described in paragraph 2 above to be in violatior.a of 

statutes and rules enforced by the Board, specifically, a violation ofMinn. Stat. § 148.98 (code of 

conduct); Minn. Stat.§ 148.941, subd. 2(a)(1) (violation of statute or rule Board is empowered 

to enforce); Minn. Stat. § 148.941, subd. 2(a)(3), and Minn. R. 7200.5700 (unprofessional 

conduct); Minn. Stat.§ 148.98 and Minn. R. 7200.4500 (violation of the rules of conduct/code of 

ethics adopted by the Board); Mii.m. R. 7200.4810, subp. 2.A. (provided psychological services to 

a client when the psychologist's objectivity or effectiveness was impaired by a dual relationship 

with a client); and Minn. R. 7200.4900, subp. 7a. (exploited the professional relationship with a 

client for the psychologist's emotional, financial, or personal advantage or benefit), and to 

constitute a reasonable bas;s in law and met to justifY the disciplinary action provided for in the 

order. Licensee does not contest the Board �s interpretation. 

REMEDY 

4. Upon this stipulation and without any further notice or proceedings, the Board 

REPRIMANDS Licensee and places Licensee's license in CONDITIONAL status. 

Licensee's retention of her license i.s conditional upon complying with the following: 

a. Supervision of Licensee hy Board .. App1'0l'ed hychologist. Licensee shall 

practice psychology only under the supervision of a supervising psychologjst approved in 

advance by the Complaint Resolution Committee (Committee) from a list of at least three names 

Licensee has submitted to the Committee. Licensee shall cause each psychologist listed to 

submit a current vitae to the Board for the Committee's review prior to its approval of a 

supervisor. The Cormnittee reserves the right to reject aU names submitted by Licensee. Ifthe 

Committee rejects any names submitted, the Committee may n:quire that Licensee $ubmit 
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additional names as described above, or the Committee may provide Licensee with the name of a 

supervisor. Licensee shall have no previous personal or professional relationship with the 

supervisor. Uceosee shall obtain a supervising psychologist wi� on� �nth of the date this 

. Stipulation and Consent Otder is adopted by the Board and shall meet with the supervising 

psychologist oo less than nvo hours per month. Licensee may petition for a reduction in the 

amount of supervision or removal of this requirement after 12 months of supervision. .The 

purpose of the meetings is to review Licensee•s competent and ethical jrract:ice of psychology. 

b. Supervi$0r's Reports. The supervising psychologist shall provide a report 

to the Committee every three months and at the time Licensee petitions to have the conditions 

removed from her license. The first report is due three. months from the date ·supervisiqn begins, 

and $11 subsequent reportS shalJ be submitted on the first day of the month in which they are due. 

Each report shall provide and/or address: 

l) In the first report, evidence Licensee's supervisor has received and 

reviewed a copy of the Stipulation and Consent Order; 

2) Dates on which supervision took place with Licensee; 

3) The method by which supervision was conducted; 

4) A statement that all cases have been reviewed, a description of any 

· problems discovered in the review, and the resolution of the problems; 

competent services; 

S) The supervisor's opinion as to Licensee's ability to provide 

6) Any other infonn.ation the supervisor believes would assist the 

Board in it$ altimate review of this matter; and 
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. 7) At the time Licensee petitions fur removal of the above-referenced 

conditions, the supervisors report �hall include an assessment of Licensee's ability to · conduct 

herself in a fit, comPetent, and ethical manner in the practice of psychology as well as whether 

L�ceosee exhibits an acceptable comprebensjon and knowledge of ethical issues encountered in 

practice 3!S well as the ability to apply this knowledge. 
' 

e. Boundaries Course. Within 30 days of the date this Stipulation and 

Consent Order is adopted by 1be Bomi, Licensee shall mange to enroll in an individualized 

professional boundaries training cours�. The Co�ttee will provide Licensee with a list of 

S\ich courses, which have been approved, for the purposes of satisfying this requirement. If the 

Committee and licensee concur that there is sufficient reason for Licens� not to enroll in any of 

the courses the Conu:nittc:e has listed, Licensee shall, within 30 days of the date this Stipulation 

and Consent Order is adopted by the Board, submit to the Committee for approval a syllabus 1hat 

inc�udes goals, objecti'VeS, assignments, prOjects, methods, and frequency of evaluation, etc., for 

a sjmilar individuaJiZed professional boundaries training course. Licensee shall also submit the 

course instructor's vitae to the Committee for its �oval of the instructx>r. The instructor shall 

be either a 1ioensed psychologist or have a doctoral degree in psychology. Licensee shall 

complete the course within twelve (12) months of the date this Stipulation and Consent Order is 

adopted by the Board. All fees for the co'Ul'Se shall be paid by Licensee. Successful compl�on 

o�the boundaries course shall be determined by the Committee. 

d. Report .on Boundaries Course Fronc IJ�nsee. Within .30 days of 

completing the professional boundaries course referenced above, Licensee shall submit a report 

to the Committee whi� provides and addresses: 
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CO\lfSe; 

1) The dates Licensee began and completed the boundaries training 

2) A brief statement of the topics covered in the profes�onal 

boundaries training course; 

3) A detailed discussion of what Licensee has lem:'lled from the 

boundaries training course, including Licensee's compreh�on and. lmowledge of bolDldary 

issues, as well as various ethical issues encountered in practice, and bow this course win affect 

her practice in the future; 

4) A detailed discussion of each bound.ary violation that occurred 

regarding the circumstances described in the Facts section of this Stipulation and Consent Order, 

including (a) how Licensee came to violate these boundaries; (b) the manner in which Licensee 

violated these ooundaries; (c) the specific harm to specific individuals that resulted or could have 

teSClted from the boundary violations� and (d) how Lioensee now believes the boundary 

Violations could have been averted; 

· 5) A detailed discussion of the specific ways this course will affect 

Licensee's practice in the future; 

6) LiceDSee's reasons for believing she is capable of conducting 

herself in a fit, competent, and ethical manner in the practice of psYchology; and 

7) Any othet" b:Uonnation Licensee believes would assist the Board in 

its ultimate review of this matter. 

e. Report bit BtJUIUiilt'ks Course From Instructor. Within 60 days of 

completing the professional boundaries course referenced above, Licensee shall cause to be 
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submitted to the Committee a report from the instructor of the professional boundaries course. 

This report shall address: 

1) The extent ofLicmsee's participation in the COUl'Se; and 

2) The instructor's assessment of Licensee's knowledge obtained from 

the course and opinion as to Licensee's recognition· of boundary issues and Licensee's ethical 

titDess to engage in the practice ofpsyehology. 

5. If any due date required by this Stipulation and Consent Order is not met, the 

Committee xna.y fine Licensee $100 per violation. Licensee shall pay the fine and correct the 
. . 

violation within five days after service on Licensee of a demand for payment aruf correction. If 

Licensee fails to do so, the Committee may impose additional fines nol to exceed $500 per 

violation. The total of all fines may not exceed $S,OOO. Licensee waives the right to seek review 

of� imposition of these fines under the Administrative Procedure Act, by writ of certiorari 

under Minn. Stat § 480A.06, by Bpplication to the Board, or otherwise. Neither the imposition 

of fines n� correction of the violation will deprive the Board of the right to impose additional 

discipline based on the violation. 

6. Licensee is .responsible for all costs incurred as a result of compliance with this 

Stipulation an.d Consent Order. 

7. No condition imposed as a remedy by this Stipulation and Consent Order, 

including conditions directly related to a restriction, shall be used as a co�tinuing education 

·activity for. the purpose of renewal of Licensee's License to praCtice psychology, unless it is 

specifically stated in this Stipulation and Consent Otder that the Condition may be used for this 

pmpose. 
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8. All reports shall cover the en� reporting period and provide the bases upon 

which conclusions were drawn. 

9. The Board or its authorized representatives shall have the right to discuss 

Li�'s· condition with and obtain records from any person with whom Licensee has contact 

as a result of her compliance with this Stipulation and Consent Order or as a result of her being 

examined or her obtaining treatment, counseling, or other aSsistance on her own initiative or 

. otherwise. Licensee shall execute releases and provide any health record or other waivers 

necessary for submission of the reports referenced in the stipulation, to enable the Board to 

-obtain the infonn.ation it desires, and to autho�U;e the te5timony of those contacted by the Board 

in any proceeding related to this matter. 

10. Licensee shall execute r�leases allowing the Board and Licensee's supervisor and 

boundaries course instructor to exchange data related to this Stipulation and Consent Order. The 

· releases shall allow Licensee's supervisor and boundaries course instructor to communicate with 

each other. Licensee shall also �ecute releases allowing the Board to exchange data related to 

this Stipulation and Consent Order with Licensee's supervisor, boundaries course instructor, and 

any other professional Licensee �tacts in order to comply with this Order. 

11. Upon completion of all terms, provisions, and conditions of this Stipulation and 

Consent Order, Licensee may petition the Board to remove the eonditions on her license. The 

Board may� at any regularly scheduled meeting at whicb Licensee has made a timely petition, 

take any of the following actions: 

a. RetttOve the conditions attached to the license of Licensee; 

b. Amend the conditions attached to .the license of Licensee; 
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c. Continue the conditions attached to the license of Licensee upon her 

failure t� meet her bw:deu of proof; or 

d. Impose additional conditioD.S on the license of Licensee.. 

12. In the eyent Lioensee resides or practices outside the Stat_e of Minnesota, Licensee 

shall promptly notify the Board in writing of the location of her residence and al1 vroxk sit�. 

Practice outsi�c of Mlnnesota will not be credited toward any period of Ljoensee's suspended, 

limited. conditioned, or restricted license in Minnesota
· unless Licensee demonstrates to the 

satisfaction of the Board that the practice in another jurisdiction conforms completc:ly with 

Licensee's Minnesota licensure requirements to practice psychology. 

13. If Licensee shall fail, neglect, or refuse to fully comply with each of the terms, 

provisions, and conditions herein, the Committee shall schedule a hearing before the Board. The . 

Committee shall mail Ucensee a notice of the violation all�ged by the Committee and of the time 

and place of the hearlDg. Licensee shall submit a response to the-allegations at least three days 

prior to the hearing. If Licensee does not submit a timely response to the Board, the al_legations 

may be deerned admitted. 

At the hearing before the Board, the Committee and Licensee may submit 

affidavi� ro.ade on personal knowledge and argument based on the record in support of their 

. . 
positions. The evidentiary record before the Board shall be limited to sucb affidavits and this 

·"" 

Sf:ipulation and Consent Order. Licensee waives a hearing before an administrative law judge 

and waives discoyery, cross-exam:iliation of adverse Witnesses, and other procedures governing 

adrninistrative hearings or civil trials. 
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At the hearing, the Board will determine whether to impose adQitional 

disciplinary action, including additional conditions or limitations on Licensee's practice, or 

suspension or revocation of Licensee's license. 

14. This stipulation shall not in �y way limit or affect the authority of the Board to 

temporarily suspend Licensee,s license under Minn. Stat § 148.941, subd. 3, or to it:utiate 

contested case proceedings against Licensee on the ba.s;s of any act, conduct, or omission of 
. . 

ucensee justifying disciplillary action Occm:ring before M after the date· of this Stipulation and 

Consent Order which is not related to the faCts, circwnstances, or requirements referenced 

h«ein. 

15. In the event the Board at its discretion does not approve this settlement or a lesser 

remedy than indicated in this settlement, then, and in that eVent, this stipulation is withdrawn and 

shall be of no evidentiary value and shall not be relied upon nor introduced by either party to this 

stipulati.o� except that Licensee agrees that should the �ard reject this stipulation and this case 

proceeds to hearing, Licensee will assert no claim that the Board was prejudiced by its review 

and discussion of this stipulation or of any records relating to tlJis matter. 

16. AI:J.y appzopriate court may, upon application of the Boanl, enter its decree 

enforcing the order of the Board. 

17. Licensee has been advised by Board representatives that she may choose to be 

�sented by legal counsel in this matter. Licensee is represented by Michael J. Weber, Esq., 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Committee is represented by Daphne A. Lundstrom, Assistant 

Attorney General. 

18. Licensee 'Yaives all fotmal hearings on this matter and all other procedures before 

the Board to which Licensee may be entitled under the Minneso� or �nited States constitutions, 
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statlrtes, or rules and agrees that the order to be entered pursuant to the stipulation shall be the 

final order herein. 

19. Liceosee hereby knowingly and voluntarily waives any and all claims against the 

�ard, the Minnesota Attorney Genenl, the State of Minnesota and their agents, employees and 
. 
! . 

representatives which may otherwise be avmlable to Licensee under the Americans With 

Disabilities Act or the Minnesota Human Rights Act relative to the action taken or authorized . 

against Licensee's license to practice psychology Wlder this stipulation. 

20. Licensee hereby acknowledges that she has read, understandsf and agrees to this 

stipulation aDd bas neely and voluntarily signed the stipulation without threat or promise by the 

Board or any of its members, employees, or agents. When signing the stipulation, Licensee 

acknowledges she is fully aware the stipulation' is oot binding unless and until it is approved by 

the Board. The Board may either approve the Stipulation and Consent Ordet as proposed, 

approve the Stipulation and Consent Order subject to specified change, or reject it. If the 

changes are acceptable to Licensee, the stipulation will then take � and t:he order as modified 

will be issued. If the changes are unacceptable to Licensee or the Board rej� the stipulation, it 

. will be of no effect except as specified herein. 

21. This Stipulation and· Conseo� Order constitutes a disciplinary action against 

Licensee. 

22. This Stipulation and Consqlt Order is a public document and will be sent to all 

appropriate data banks. 
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23. This stipulation contains the entire agreement between the parties there being no 

other aireement of any kind, verbal or otherwise, which varies this stipulation. 

BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 

COMPLAINT RESOLUTION 
COMMTITEE 

�� 7114;��;;:/f;;�����..:::::;.. 
Licensee C 

. Dated: � 6, � :;_ Dated: ��--o&o..,;l��-J._L3_ 

SUSAN WARD 
Committee Member 

D�: -------------

ORDER 

Upon consideration of this stipulation and all the files, recordsJ and proceedings herein, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Licensee is REPRIMANDED, the license of Licensee 

is placed in a CONDmONAL ;�i and that other terms of this stipulation are adopted and 

implemented by the Board ���ay o�""""'"'����..._��� /.::3 

AG�#274971t-vl 

l1 

OF PSYCHOLOGY 

'1-.a::..Ln..l A . BARNES 
· Executive Director 
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