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Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

NINE HUNDRED SIXTH MEETING 
 

At approximately 9:00 a.m. on July 12, 2022, the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy met in conference 
room 104 at 335 Randolph Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota – and by WebEx and in person - for the purpose of 
conducting a general business meeting. Mr. Stuart Williams, Board President, attended the meeting in the 
conference room, along with Ms. Jill Phillips, Executive Director, Dr. Cody Wiberg, Executive Director, 
Emeritus, and Dr. Katrina Howard, Deputy Director. Board members who attended in person or by WebEx 
were Dr. Amy Paradis, Dr. Kendra Metz, Mr. James Bialke, Dr. Ben Maisenbach, Ms. Samantha Schirmer, 
and Dr. Ronda Chakolis. Also, in attendance by WebEx or in person were Mr. Hans Anderson, Assistant 
Attorney General, and Board staff members; Dr. Brock Reed and Ms.Tami Wier, and Board surveyors; Ms. 
Ame Carlson, Ms. Michele Matteson, Mr. Tim Litsey, Dr. Kelly Hadsall, Dr. Aaron Patterson, and Ms. 
Sarah Favour.  
 
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the meeting was conducted by WebEx, telephone or in person. 
Interested individuals were able to monitor the open session of the meeting remotely by WebEx or telephone 
without charge. Documents for the meeting were placed on the Board’s website so that the public would 
have access to them. 

President Williams called the meeting to order and conducted a Board member roll call. A 
quorum was confirmed. The Board went into closed session to discuss disciplinary cases. 

 
Upon returning to open session, the Board discussed the minutes of the of the July 12, 2022, minutes. 

President Williams asked the Board members for comments and corrections. After Board discussion, President 
Williams declared the minutes approved as distributed with one correction.   

Next, the Board considered the remainder of the agenda. President Williams asked Board members 
for comments or edits. Hearing none, President Williams asked for unanimous consent to approve the agenda. 
There being no objections, the remainder of the agenda was approved by unanimous consent.  

First on the agenda, President Williams introduced the newest Board member, Dr. Ronda Chakolis. 
Dr. Chakolis was appointed by Governor Tim Waltz. Dr. Chakolis’ s professional experience includes more 
than 12 years of pharmacy benefit management experience and over five years of experience as a medication 
therapy management pharmacist. Dr. Chakolis is involved in several community services projects that address 
health disparities, including infant mortality and opioid abuse. The welcome being informational only, no 
action was necessary. 

 
            President Williams then commented on Board staff member, Ms. Carlson’s accomplishments as the 
Variance and Policy Review Committee Chair and complaints. President Williams asked the Board to 
approve the title of Associate Director of Compliance. Mr. Bialke motioned to approve the title. Dr. Paradis 
seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved through a roll call vote.   
 
           Next, President Williams reviewed recent updates and edits to the Minnesota Board Operations 
Manual. After a detailed review of the updates and additions, President Williams asked for a motion to 
approve the manual with the recommended revisions as discussed by the Board. Mr. Bialke motioned to 
approve the manual with the recommended revisions. Dr. Paradis seconded the motion. The motion was 
unanimously approved through a roll call vote.   

Next, Ms. Nicole Cover, Director of Pharmacy Affairs at Walgreens, accompanied by several other 
Walgreen’s staff members, asked the Board to help alleviate the impact on Walgreen’s pharmacies by 
extending the emergency protocols put in place through Board discretion during the pandemic so that the 
pharmacies have additional time to make the necessary accommodations without negatively impacting 
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patients. After Board discussion, President Williams asked Ms. Cover to formally submit a request to the 
Board for consideration. Hearing no other questions or comments, President Williams moved to the next 
agenda item. The discussion being informational only, no action was necessary. 

Next, the Board considered the Variance and Policy Review Committee (VPRC) Report. Since 
the meeting was conducted by WebEx and telephone, Board members were required to abstain from 
voting on the variance and policy requests that involved pharmacies owned by their employers. The 
VPRC report was included in the packet of meeting materials and contained details of the requests.  
 
            After a brief review, President Williams asked the Board to approve the recommendations of the 
VPRC and authorize the executive director to issue the appropriate orders. A roll call vote was taken. Dr. 
Maisenbach abstained from voting on all variances and policy reviews concerning M Health Fairview, Dr. 
Metz abstained from voting on all variances and policy reviews concerning Thrifty Drug, and Dr. Paradis 
agreed to abstain from all variances and policy reviews related to Sterling. After Board discussion, the 
recommendations from the VPRC were unanimously approved through a roll call vote with the noted 
abstentions.  
        
 Dr. Reed provided an update to the Board on the activities of the Controlled Substance Reporting 
Section. Discussed were the grant and funding initiatives for the Prescription Monitoring Program, the 
delegate audit results, and the Inter-Jurisdictional Data sharing. Since this was informational only, no action 
was necessary. 

 
             With no other matter before the Board, President Williams mentioned the availability of the 
Pharmacist Licensure Report and CE Report. The reports are informational only, so no action was necessary.  

 
 At approximately 11:00 a.m., President Williams declared the open session adjourned. 
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