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Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY EIGHTH MEETING 
 

At approximately 9:00 a.m. on July 28, 2021, the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy met in Conference 
Room A at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis, Minnesota – 
and by WebEx and telephone - for the purpose of conducting a general business meeting. Mr. Stuart Williams, 
Board President, attended the meeting in the conference room, along with Dr. Cody Wiberg, Executive 
Director; Dr. Jennell Bilek, Deputy Director, and Ms. Tami Wier, Office Manager. Board members who 
attended by WebEx and/or telephone were: Dr. Stacey Haakonson, Dr. Mary Phipps, Ms. Samantha Schirmer, 
Dr. Kendra Metz, Mr. Rabih Nahas, Dr. Ben Maisenbach, and Mr. James Bialke. Also, in attendance by WebEx 
and/or telephone were Board staff members - Ms. Ame Carlson, Ms. Michele Matilla, Ms. Jill Phillips, and Dr. 
Aaron Patterson. 
 
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the meeting was conducted by WebEx and telephone. Interested 
individuals were able to monitor the open session of the meeting remotely by WebEx or telephone at no 
charge. Documents for the meeting were placed on the Board’s Web site so that the public would have access 
to them. 
 

President Williams called the meeting to order and conducted a Board Member roll call. A quorum was 
confirmed. The Board went into Open Session. 

President Williams asked for Board questions or comments on the minutes of the June16, 2021 
Business Meeting. Mr. Williams asked that a sentence be deleted on the first page of the document. With no further 
changes to the minutes, President Williams declared the minutes approved as distributed with the exception of 
the noted change.   

Next, the Board considered the remainder of the agenda. President Williams asked the Board 
members for additions. Hearing none, President Williams asked to add the up-coming virtual District V 
meeting at the end of the agenda. Hearing no more additions, President Williams asked for unanimous 
consent for approval of the remainder of the agenda as distributed. There being no objections, the 
remainder of the agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 

The Board then considered the Variance and Policy Review Committee (VPRC) Report. Since the 
meeting was conducted by WebEx and telephone, Board Members were required to abstain from voting 
on the variance and policy requests that involved pharmacies owned by their employers. The VPRC report 
was included in the packet of meeting materials and contained details of the requests.  
 
            After consideration by the Board members, President Williams asked the Board to approve the 
recommendations of the VPRC and authorize the Executive Director to issue the appropriate orders by a roll 
call vote. Dr. Maisenbach abstained from voting on all variances and policy reviews concerning M Health 
Fairview, Mr. Nahas abstained from voting on all variances and policy reviews concerning Allina Health Care, 
and Dr. Phipps agreed to the same abstention for all variances involving CentraCare. The recommendations 
from the VPRC were unanimously approved through a roll call vote with the noted abstentions.   
 

  The first variance to be considered by the Board was a variance to MN Rule 6800.1250 from Ms. 
Lubna Tawka, a foreign pharmacy graduate asking the Board to waive the requirement for her to complete the 
FPGEE process. Ms. Tawka joined the meeting to answer any questions or concerns from the Board. Dr. 
Wiberg provided additional background surrounding the request and recommended the Board either deny the 
variance request or grant the request with conditions. After Board discussion, Mr. Bialke moved to grant the 
variance request with the following conditions: Ms. Tawka’s internship is completed in a pharmacy located in 



MINNESOTA BOARD OF PHARMACY – 898th Meeting, July 28, 2021 Page 2 
 

the state of Minnesota and she must pass the NABPLEX and MPJE in order to be licensed. Dr. Maisenbach 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by majority through a roll call vote with one vote against. 
           
              With no further Variance and Policy Reviews, the Board moved to Program Updates. Dr. Wiberg 
updated the Board on various activities of the Opiate Product Registration Fee Program and the Prescription 
Monitoring Program. Dr. Wiberg reviewed the revenue collections of the Opiate Epidemic Response Program 
for last year, and the legislation passed concerning the collection of the funds. Since this was informational 
only, no action was taken. 
 
              Next, Dr. Wiberg updated the Board on the Insulin Safety Net Program. Dr. Wiberg informed the 
Board that the program continues to operate as expected. There were no current eligibility review requests to 
discuss. Dr. Wiberg recapped the results of the first year of the program. He then reminded the Board that the 
lawsuit filed against the Board was still ongoing, with PhRMA having appealed the initial decision that was in 
the Board’s favor. The update was informational only and no action was taken.  

 
              Dr. Wiberg then reviewed the Medication Repository program. He informed the Board that the 
program continues to accept donations and to dispense through at least one local repository. Dr. Wiberg also 
noted that a change in statutes allows the central repository to enter into an agreement with another state that 
has an established drug repository or drug donation program - if the other state's program includes regulations to 
ensure the purity, integrity, and safety of the drugs and supplies donated. This permits the central repository to 
exchange drugs with the programs of other states. Another change was to allow over-the-counter drugs to be 
part of the collection program. Since this was informational only, no action was taken. 
 
             With no other Program updates, the Board moved to Rules, Statutes, and Guidances. Dr. Wiberg 
opened the segment with an update on the status of the COVID-19 FAQs. The peacetime emergency declared 
by Governor Walz ended on July 1, 2021, and the provisions approved for the duration of the emergency are no 
longer in effect with the exception of those pharmacies using a curbside pick-up delivery service and those 
services that are allowed under federal Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act (PREP Act) 
declarations. Mr. Tim Koch and Mr. Steve Sparks, representing Walmart, joined the meeting to discuss 
extending their ability to provide curb-side pickup for their pharmacy patients. After Board discussion, Mr. 
Bialke moved to allow the pharmacies currently providing curbside pick-up, to continue offering services until 
the next Board meeting on September 15, 2021, providing they submit a variance request to the Variance 
Review Committee by the August deadline. Dr. Phipps seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously 
through roll call vote. 

 
       Dr. Wiberg then updated the Board on the relocation of the office mid-August. Then, Dr. Wiberg 

discussed the addition of new staff now that the State’s hiring freeze was lifted. Since the update was 
informational only, no action was taken. 

 
       President Williams spoke about the up-coming District V meeting. The district decided to cancel the in-

person meeting, replacing it with a virtual meeting similar to last year’s meeting. President Williams said that 
most of the meeting will be business focused and very brief. Since the update was informational only, no action 
was taken. 
 

Next, President Williams mentioned the availability of the Pharmacist Licensure Report and CE Report. 
The reports are informational only, so no action was necessary.  

 
 At approximately 10:50 a.m., with no other business before the Board, President Williams declared the 

open session adjourned so that the Board could move into closed session to discuss disciplinary matters.   
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