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Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 

EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY FOURTH MEETING 

At approximately 9:00 a.m. on February 10, 2021, the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy met in the 
Board’s conference room at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University Avenue Southeast, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota – and by WebEx and telephone - for the purpose of conducting a general business 
meeting. Mr. Stuart Williams, Board President, attended the meeting in the conference room, along with Dr. 
Cody Wiberg, Executive Director; and Ms. Tami Wier, Office Manager. Board members who attended by 
WebEx and/or telephone were: Dr. Stacey Jassey, Dr. Mary Phipps, Dr. Amy Paradis, Dr. Kendra Metz, Dr. 
Andrew Behm, Mr. Rabih Nahas, and Mr. James Bialke. Also, in attendance by WebEx and/or telephone were 
Dr. Beth Ferguson, Deputy Director; Mr. Hans Anderson, Assistant Attorney General; and Board staff members 
- Ms. Ame Carlson, Ms. Sarah Favour, Ms. Jill Phillips, Dr. Kelly Hadsall, and Dr. Aaron Patterson.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the governor’s declaration of a peacetime emergency pursuant to 
Minn. Stats. §12.31, the meeting was conducted by WebEx and telephone. Interested individuals were able to 
monitor the open session of the meeting remotely by WebEx or telephone at no charge. Documents for the 
meeting were placed on the Board’s Web site so that the public would have access to them. 

President Williams called the meeting to order and conducted a Board Member roll call. A quorum was 
confirmed. The Board went into Open Session. 

The Board discussed the minutes of the December 8, 2021 Business Meeting. After discussion by 
the Board, with no further questions or changes, President Williams declared the minutes approved as 
distributed.  

Next, the Board considered the remainder of the agenda. President Williams asked the Board 
members for additions. Hearing none, President Williams asked for unanimous consent for approval of the 
remainder of the agenda as distributed. There being no objections, the motion passed unanimously by 
unanimous consent. 

The Board then considered the Variance and Policy Review Committee (VPRC) Report. Since the 
meeting was conducted by WebEx and telephone, Board members were required to abstain from voting on 
the variance and policy requests that involved pharmacies owned by their employers. The VPRC report 
was included in the packet of meeting materials and contained details of the requests.  

              After consideration by the Board members, President Williams asked for the Board for unanimous 
consent to handle this issue by accepting the recommendations of the Committee and then voting by roll call to 
approve the recommendations and authorize the Executive Director to issue the appropriate orders. Hearing no 
objections, the recommendations were accepted, and a roll call vote was taken. Dr. Metz abstained from voting 
on all variances and policy reviews concerning Thrifty White Pharmacy. Mr. Nahas abstained from voting on 
all variances and policy reviews concerning Allina Health Care, and Dr. Phipps agreed to the same abstention 
for all variances involving CentraCare. The recommendations from the VPRC were unanimously approved 
through a roll call vote with the noted abstentions.  

               With no further Variance and Policy Reviews, the Board moved to Program Updates. Dr. Wiberg 
provided an update to the Board concerning the Controlled Substances Reporting Section.  He first gave an 
update on the collection of opiate fees by the Opiate Product Registration Fee (OPRF) program. Dr. Wiberg 
noted that the program is in the second year of collecting opiate revenue and recently conducted an audit of 
manufacturers that did not identify themselves as opiate manufacturers but had data that indicated they 
produced opiates for sale in Minnesota. The audit also identified manufacturers that incorrectly held wholesaler 
licenses with Minnesota. Dr. Wiberg then provided an update on the restructuring of CSRS, given the upcoming 
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retirement of CSRS Director Barb Carter. Dr. Wiberg is waiting approval for the restructure and will update the 
Board on the decision. Since this was for informational purposes only, no action was taken. 
 
            Next, Dr. Wiberg provided an update for the Minnesota Insulin Safety Net Program. February 15 is the 
deadline for insulin manufacturers to report certain data to the Board. Dr. Wiberg will then provide a report to 
the legislature by March 15th. Since this was for informational purposes only, no action was taken. 

 
Dr. Wiberg then updated the Board on the Medication Repository program. The program continues to 

slowly make progress. There are no local repositories as of this report, Dr. Wiberg will continue to monitor their 
progress. Since this was for informational purposes only, no action was taken. 
                    

Dr. Wiberg then informed the Board that Dr. Beth Ferguson, the Board’s Deputy Director, has 
announced her retirement.  Dr. Wiberg told the Board that Dr. Ferguson will be greatly missed; her expertise in 
compounding, her feedback on other issues, and her service in several national forums has been invaluable. Dr. 
Ferguson thanked the Board for the opportunity and the wonderful partnerships during the eight years she 
worked for the Board. Dr. Ferguson was the first person to occupy the position of Deputy Director for the 
Board. Dr. Wiberg briefly reviewed the nationwide search and the replacement plan for the position. Since this 
was for informational purposes only, no action was taken. 

 
Next, President Williams mentioned the availability of the Pharmacist Licensure Report and CE Report. 

The reports are informational only, so no action was necessary.  
 
 At approximately 9:17 a.m., with no other business before the Board, President Williams declared the 

open session adjourned so that the Board could move into closed session to discuss disciplinary cases.   
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