M MINNesOTA

BOARD OF MARRIAGE
AND FAMILY THERAPY

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting
March 24, 2023

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jessie Everts, Chair
Ukasha Dakane, Vice Chair
Andrea Hendel, Secretary
Shonda Craft

Adam Arnold

Thad Shunkwiler

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Katy Graves

STAFF PRESENT:
Jennifer Mohlenhoff, Executive Director

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Public attendees participated in the call electronically; attendees’ names not listed.

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Jessie Everts called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m., conducted in person and electronically
pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.015.

CONSIDER AND APPROVE PROPOSED AGENDA

The agenda was approved as presented, on a motion by Thad Shunkwiler and seconded by Shonda
Craft.

INTRODUCTIONS / ROLL CALL

Board member roll call and introductions were made. Jennifer Mohlenhoff noted that Katy Graves
would be absent.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. JANUARY 20, 2023, BOARD MEETING MINUTES

B. FINANCIAL REPORTS (as of March 1, 2023) (BUDGET/REVENUE/VENDOR PAYMENT)

C. JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2023 APPLICATION AND LICENSURE REPORTS (See Attachment
A)

Andrea Hendel made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda items. Ukasha Dakane seconded the
motion. The motion passed (6-0) on a voice vote.



ADMINSTRATIVE REPORT

Members reviewed the Executive Director's Administrative Report as follows:

a0 o

MFT National Exam Reports (January and February 2023) were reviewed.

HPSP monthly reports (January and February 2023) were reviewed.

HPSP FY2023 mid-year report.

AMFTRB Annual Meeting — September 26-27, 2023 — Jennifer Mohlenhoff reported that the 2023
AMFTRB Annual Meeting will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah. The Board is asked to send one
authorized delegate (Board member) and Mohlenhoff also attends. Funding may be available for
additional Board members to attend if interested. A decision should be made at the May Board
meeting as to who will be sent as delegate and who else might be interesting in attending.

Ukasha Dakane noted not present due to technical issues.

VI.

VII.

VARIANCES

A.

V-2023-01 — Seeking approval to count postgraduate hours logged more than six months prior to
filing of initial application for licensure. Andrea Hendel made a motion to deny the request. Shonda
Craft seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: Yes —5; No — 0. The motion passed. Variance denied.

V-2023-02 — Seeking approval to take the National Examination for a 6" time. Thad Shunkwiler
made a motion to APPROVE the request. Andrea Hendel seconded the motion.
Roll call vote: Yes —5; No - 0. The motion passed. Variance approved.

V-2023-03 — Seeking approval to log more than 100 supervision hours in a 12-month period.
Andrea Hendel made a motion to APPROVE the request. Adam Arnold seconded the motion.
Roll call vote: Yes —5; No - 0. The motion passed. Variance approved.

V-2023-04 — Seeking approval to maintain approved applicant status and provide MFT services
absent LAMFT/LMFT licensure. Shonda Craft made a motion to approve in part and deny in part.
Andrea Hendel seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: Yes —5; No - 0. The motion passed. Variance approved. Requestor may remain an
approved applicant and is approved to take the national exam for a 6™ time (approved in part);
requestor may not cease attempting the national exam in MFT (denied in part) — requestor must
register for the National Exam within 12 months and continue pursuing MN LMFT licensure.

LICENSURE REPORT

Termination of LMFT and LAMFT Licensed for Nonrenewal

Members reviewed a report of LMFTs and LAMFTs who failed to renew their license prior to expiration
date. See Attachment B.

Shonda Craft made a motion to terminate licenses listed in Attachment B (8 LMFT; 3 LAMFT)



VIII.

Thad Shunkwiler seconded the motion.
Roll call vote: Yes —5; No - 0. The motion passed.

BMFT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TIME ENTRY APPROVAL

Jennifer Mohlenhoff reported that the Minnesota Management & Budget (MMB) has advised all
agencies of Payroll Policy 0017 which states that “employees should not approve their own
timesheets.” In assisting agencies with small staff in managing the time sheet matter, SmART has
proposed options for approval of Executive Director timesheets. Members reviewed options provided.
Shonda Craft made a motion to approve option number 3 (formally approving Executive Director
Jennifer Mohlenhoff to approve her own timesheets and provide payroll reports to the Board Chair for
review). Thad Shunkwiler seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: Yes —5; No — 0. The motion passed.

2023 LEGLISLATIVE SESSION — UPDATE

The 2023 legislative session convened on January 3, 2023 and will adjourn on May 19, 2023. Jennifer
Mohlenhoff reported that the BMFT FY 2024-2025 proposed biennial budget will be heard during the
session. The proposed budget was reviewed and approved by the Board on November 18, 2022, and
includes a request for increased spending authority and a request for fee increases. The Governor’'s
2024-2025 Budget (Revised) recommends a $79,000 increase in the Board’s authorized spending
appropriation, greater than the Board’s requested $40,000 increase. Anticipated increases in required
operational costs (salary, rent, IT services, etc.) are cited for the increased appropriation request. Also
discussed:

* HF 2930 / SF 2995 — The Health Licensing Boards budgets have been introduced as part of the
Department of Health budget bill. There has been no request for testimony from the boards on
budgets currently.

* HF 16 / SF 23 — Banning conversion therapy with a client younger than 18 or with a vulnerable
adult. HF 16 has passed the House and is set for a floor vote in the Senate (SF 23). Both bills
appear to have bipartisan support.

* HF 2743 — Bill for licensure of clinical art therapists was introduced in the House on March 8,
2023. There is no Senate companion.

* HF 1436 / SF 1679 — Create or expand several programs addressing behavioral health
education/training, loan forgiveness, continuing education, and supervision training grant
programs within the MN Department of Health.

* HF146 / SF 63 — Use of subpoenas to gather information re: gender-affirming health care
prevented; possible impact to Board’s ability to investigate complaint relating to LMFT providing
gender-affirming health care.

RULES COMMITTEE — UPDATE

Jennifer Mohlenhoff and members reviewed and discussed proposed rule changes. The proposed rule
changes will be presented to the Board for formal review and a motion for approval at the May Board



XI.

meeting. Once the proposed changes are formally approved by the Board, the Administrative Rule
Making process will begin, including formal notice, review, and comments.

2022 STATISTICAL REPORTS

A. Application Review:
In 2022, the Board’s Application Review Committee approved 298 applications:
137 Applications for National Examination in MFT
83 COAMFTE
54 non-COAMFTE
18 Application for LMFT Licensure by Reciprocity
141 Applications for LMFT Licensure by State Examination
2 English Language Learner Special Arrangement application (for MFT National Exam)

B. National Examination and LAMFT Licensure:
Minnesota approved applicants took the AMFTRB National Examination in MFT 214 times in 2022.
There were 142 passing scores earned (66%) and 72 failing scores (34%). Forty-two (42)
applicants failed the exam for a 2nd or more time; 19 applicants passed the exam on their second
or more attempt. Following passage of the National Examination in MFT, the applicant is eligible for
LAMFT licensure. The Board issued 119 LAMFT licenses in 2022.

C. LMFT State Examination:
The Board administered 176 written, in-person LMFT State Examinations in 2022; 167 individuals
passed (95%); 9 failed (5%). Exams were administered on 20 different days and were scored by 34
assigned 2-person scoring panels. The 2022 exam numbers increased by 5 over 2021 (and the
significantly decreased number of exams administered in 2020) but remains below the number of
exams administered in the five years prior to the COVID-19 pandemic (2015-2019).

D. Continuing Education:
In 2022, the Board reviewed 391 continuing education program applications from CE program
sponsors and 1135 applications from individual licensees. Licensee CE applications greatly
increase in odd-numbered CE reporting years and decrease in even-numbered years (the first year
of the 2-year CE reporting period for LMFTs). Program sponsor applications increased from 2020
and 2021 but remain below the number received in 2018 and 2019. The program sponsor CE
application and licensee CE application are found on the Board’s website. Program sponsor
applications require a $60 fee; licensee applications have no fee. In calendar year 2022, program
sponsor CE applications brought in approximately $22,920 in fees. A listing of approved program
sponsor CE applications is posted on the Board’s website & updated weekly. The Board’s
Continuing Education Committee aids the Board’s Executive Director in reviewing new or unique
CE program applications and also reviews new LMFT supervisor training courses not previously
approved by the Board.

E. Complaint Review:
In 2022, the Board received 90 complaint submissions.
Thirty-seven (35) case files were dismissed/closed without action in 2022.
Nine (9) public corrective or disciplinary orders were approved by the Board or Complaint Panel.
One hundred ten (110) complaint files remained open and under review by the Board’s Complaint
Panel as of 12/31/2022.



XIl.

XIII.

XIV.

XV.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Members of the public were recognized. There were no public comments
OTHER ITEMS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no other items/announcements.

EXECUTIVE SESSION (CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC)

Thad Shunkwiler made a motion to approve a Stipulation and Consent Order for Suspension of
License, Ryan Westrum, LMFT #3380. Adam Arnold seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: Yes —5; No - 0. The motion passed. (Ukasha Dakane returned to meeting, Shonda
Craft departed from meeting prior to roll call vote).

ADJOURNMENT

Andrea Hendel made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Thad Shunkwiler seconded the motion. The
motion passed (5-0) on a voice vote.

Chair Jessie Everts adjourned the meeting at 11:52 a.m.

| hereby attest that these minutes were read and approved by the Board of Marriage and Family
Therapy on May 19, 2023.

Z/Mmfi{ Cfé%@

Andrea Hendel, Board Secretary



ATTACHMENT A
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT:

The Application Review Committee met on January 20, and February 17, 2023.

- Final Applications for LMFT Licensure approved: 24

- Initial Applications (Non-COAMFTE or COAMFTE requiring Committee review) approved: 10
- Initial Applications (COAMFTE) approved by Board staff per delegated authority: 20

- Applications approved for LMFT licensure by Reciprocity: 4

- English Language Learner Special Arrangement Request: 0

LMFT Licenses Issued:

January 11, 2023:
10 applicants sat for the LMFT State exam. Upon successful completion, licenses were issued to the
following:

1. Baker, Benjamin

Girard, Jessica
Gravely, Sarah
Iverson, Samantha
Kennedy, Laura
Larson, Jennifer
Maldonado, Alejandro
McCauley, Sarah

. Morehead, Janna

10. Thurmes, Heather
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February 9, 2023:
Eight (8) applicants sat for the LMFT State exam. Upon successful completion, licenses were issued to
the following:

1. Bailey, Anna

Carabajel, Heather
Christensen, Katelyn
Colbenson, Mary
Lee, Na

McLean, Blake
Wallls, Olivia
Weitkamp, Michael
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February 15, 2023:
Five (5) applicants sat for the LMFT State exam. Upon successful completion, licenses were issued to
the following:

1. Dobson, Carol

Onserio, Euniah
Rosenow, Alysa
Rykhus, Katelyn

W



ATTACHMENT B

MY MINNesOTA

BOARD OF MARRIAGE
AND FAMILY THERAPY

To: MFT Board
From:

Date: March 24, 2023

Jennifer Mohlenhoff, Executive Director

RE: Termination of LMFT & LAMFT Licenses for Non-Renewal

335 Randolph Avenue, Suite 260

St. Paul, MN 55102

Main Telephone: 612-617-2220
Hearing/Speech Relay: 1-800-627-3529
mft.board@state.mn.us
mn.gov/boards/marriage-and-family

LMFT LICENSES
Last Name First Name License No. Status Expiration Date

Balken Noriko 1257 (issued 01/21/2005) Expired 12/31/2022
Bandemer Sydney 3913 (issued 04/07/2021 Expired 12/31/2022
Carlson Thomas D. 1223 (issued 10/18/2002) Expired 12/31/2022
Gray Steven 1923 (issued 11/20/2008) Expired 12/31/2022
Hauge Janet 1911 (issued 04/24/2009) Expired 12/31/2022
Hillyer Jesse 3387 (issued 02/15/2017) Expired 12/31/2022
Savage Melissa 1278 (issued 06/20/2003) Expired 12/31/2022
Yang Tong (Tony) 1327 (issued 01/16/2004) Expired 12/31/2022

LAMFT LICENSES
Kao Aidan 3200 (issued 12/01/2015) Expired 01/31/2023
Puchalski Luke 3915 (issued 09/13/2019) Expired 01/31/2023
Wagenknecht Ronald 3037 (issued 01/15/2015) Expired 01/31/2023
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