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Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTY NINTH MEETING 
 

 
At approximately 9:00 a.m. on May 8, 2019, the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy met in 

Conference Room A at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University Avenue Southeast, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the purpose of conducting a general business meeting. Members of the Board 
that attended were Dr. Stacey Jassey, Mr. Stuart Williams, Dr. Joseph Stanek, Dr. Kurt Henn, Mr. Rabih 
Nahas, and Mr. James Bialke. Also in attendance were the Board’s Executive Director, Dr. Cody Wiberg; 
Deputy Director, Dr. Beth Ferguson; Assistant Attorney General, Mr. Hans Anderson; and Board staff 
members, Ms. Tami Wier, Ms. Ame Carlson, Ms. Sarah Favour, Ms. Michele Mattila, Mr. Aaron 
Patterson, and Mr. Steve Huff. 

President Jassey called the meeting to order. A quorum was confirmed. The Board went into 
closed session to discuss disciplinary cases. 

Upon returning to open session, the Board discussed the minutes of the March 27, 2019 
business meeting. After discussion, President Jassey declared the minutes to be approved as distributed 
with one addition. 

 
Next, the Board considered the Consent Agenda. Mr. Williams moved to approve the Consent 

Agenda. Mr. Bialke seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The Board then considered the Remainder of the Agenda. Mr. Bialke moved, and Mr. Williams 

seconded that the Remainder of the Agenda be approved. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

The first variance on the agenda was a request from intern Younus Azam, a foreign pharmacy 
school graduate. Mr. Azam appeared before the Board to ask the Board to allow him to register as an 
intern before completing the FPGEC process, Minn. Rule 6800.1250. After Board discussion, Mr. 
Williams moved to approve the request with the condition that Mr. Azam complete the FPGEC process 
before being allowed to take the required licensing exams. Mr. Nahas seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Next, the Board engaged in a general discussion concerning variances for split certification 

between pharmacies located in Minnesota and other states. The Board deferred further discussion of the 
topic to a future meeting. No action was taken. 

 
The next agenda item was a policy review of central services between Coborn’s Central Support 

Pharmacy #9942 and 36 other Coborn retail pharmacy locations in Minnesota. After review, the 
recommendations of the Variance and Policy Review Committee (Committee) were accepted 
unanimously by the Board. 

 
The second policy review was for Minnesota located Coborn or Cashwise retail pharmacies 

asking the Board to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, 
drug utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more than one 
pharmacist on site or from any approved Minnesota located Coborn’s or Cashwise retail pharmacy. The 
Committee recommended a one-year approval on condition that approved policies and procedures were 
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followed as well as all applicable DEA regulations. Any changes in the policies and procedures would 
need to be submitted for Board approval prior to implementation. After review, the recommendations of 
the Variance and Policy Review Committee were accepted unanimously by the Board. 

 
Next on the agenda were variance requests and policy reviews deferred to the Board by the 

Variance and Policy Review Committee so that members could recuse themselves from votes affecting 
pharmacies or health systems with which they have an association.  

 
The first policy review deferred to the Board concerned central services between Centra Care 

Health, Melrose, and Centra Care Health, Sauk Centre, for chemotherapy during the remodel at Centra 
Care Health in Melrose. The Committee recommended not approving because the submission did not 
meet MN Rule 6800.4075. After discussion, Mr. Williams moved to approve the Variance and Policy 
Review Committee’s recommendation. Mr. Bialke seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
 Dr. Stanek recused himself and left the room prior to the following variance requests. 
 

The Board reviewed multiple variances and policy reviews involving Fairview Pharmacies, 
including Grand Itasca. After discussion, the recommendations of the Variance and Policy Review 
Committee were accepted unanimously by the Board. 

 
Dr. Stanek returned to the meeting, and Mr. Nahas recused himself for the following policy 

reviews and requests. 
 
Allina Pharmacies and 12 of their locations asked the Board to allow registered pharmacy 

technicians and interns to verify the controlled substance waste with a licensed individual instead of two 
licensed individuals. The Committee recommended a denial because pharmacy technicians and pharmacy 
interns were not included in the policies submitted. After review, the recommendations of the Variance 
and Policy Review Committee were accepted unanimously by the Board. 

 
The next request submitted by Allina Pharmacies was for 16 locations to allow the separation of 

the prescription certification process by more than one pharmacist on site within their own pharmacy. The 
Committee recommended a two-year approval. After review, the recommendations of the Variance and 
Policy Review Committee were accepted unanimously by the Board. 

 
Mercy and Unity Hospitals, ProHealth Pharmacy Solutions submitted a variance to allow the 

separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug utilization review (DUR) 
and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more than one pharmacist, either on-site or off-
site, between their pharmacy, Mercy, and ProHealth for TPN. The Committee recommended an approval 
until January 9, 2020. After review, the recommendations of the Variance and Policy Review Committee 
were accepted unanimously by the Board. 

 
Mr. Nahas returned to the meeting. 
    
The final policy review by the Board was from Accredo Health Group Inc., asking for a policy 

review of unique identifiers. After discussion, the recommendations of the Variance and Policy Review 
Committee were accepted unanimously by the Board. 

 
The next agenda item for the Board was Statutes, Rules and Guidances. Dr. Wiberg provided 

the Board with extensive information concerning legislation that is being considered by the 
Legislature related to the Board’s jurisdiction. No action was necessary. 
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Dr. Wiberg next requested permission to initiate expedited controlled substances rule-
making for the purpose of placing certain fentany1 analogs, synthetic cannabinoids, stimulants, 
hallucinogens, and benzodiazepines into Schedule I. Dr. Wiberg also requested permission to initiate 
regular controlled substances rule-making for the purpose of making other changes to the controlled 
substances schedules, including making permanent the Board’s previous order that scheduled the 
FDA approved drug Epidiolex. After discussion, Dr. Stanek motioned to approve Dr. Wiberg to 
initiate expedited and regular rule-making for controlled substances in the instances described above. 
Mr. Bialke seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
The next item was the Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP). Dr. Wiberg shared the current 

status of PMP budget and advances in the field. The report was informational only, so no action was 
necessary. 

 
Dr. Wiberg mentioned the availability of the Pharmacist Licensure Report and CE Report. The 

reports are informational only, so no action was necessary.   
 
With no other business before the Board, President Jassey declared the meeting to be 

adjourned at approximately 11:32 a. 
 


