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Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIRST MEETING 
 

At approximately 9:05 a.m., on May 23, 2018, the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy met in 
Conference Room A, at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University Avenue Southeast, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the purpose of conducting a general business meeting. Members of the 
Board that attended were Mr. Stuart Williams, Mr. James Bialke, Dr. Joe Stanek, Dr. Andrew Behm, 
Dr. Kurt Henn; Mr. Rabih Nahas, Dr. Stacey Jassey, and Dr. Mary Phipps. Also in attendance were 
the Board’s Executive Director, Dr. Cody Wiberg; Deputy Director, Dr. Beth Ferguson; Counsel, 
Mr. Hans Anderson; and Board staff members, Ms. Tami Wier, Ms. Ame Carlson, Dr. Aaron 
Patterson, and Dr. Sarah Favour. 

 
President Stuart Williams called the meeting to order. A quorum was confirmed. The 

Board went into closed session to discuss disciplinary cases. 
 

Upon returning to open session, the Board discussed the minutes of the April 4, 2018 
business meeting. The minutes were approved with revisions to a name and the attendance list. 

 
The Consent Agenda for the meeting was as follows: 

 
• Variance & Policy Review Committee Report (VPRC): approve 

and direct Executive Director to issue appropriate orders. 
 

Mr. James Bialke moved and Mr. Kurt Henn seconded that the Consent Agenda be approved. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
The remainder of the agenda was reviewed and discussed by the Board. Dr. Mary Phipps 

moved and Dr. Stacey Jassey seconded that the remaining agenda be approved. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
The first variance and policy review to come before the Board was for Shiham Jouni, an 

applicant for intern registration. Ms. Jouni asked the Board to allow her internship hours that were 
completed in Florida, prior to becoming FPGEC Certified, to count towards the 1,600 hour internship 
requirement in Minnesota. (Variance to M. Rules 6800.1250, subp. 1b.) After discussion, Mr. Nahas 
moved to approve the variance and Dr. Andrew Behm seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Dr. Stanek left the meeting room during the consideration of a number of variances involving 

Fairview Pharmacies. Sarah Brown, of Fairview Pharmacy Services, was present when those 
variances were considered by the Board. After discussion, the Board voted unanimously to approve 
the Committee’s recommendations concerning the variance and policy reviews submitted by 
Fairview. (See the attached VPRC Report for details). Dr. Stanek returned to the meeting. 

 
Mr. Nahas left the meeting room during the consideration of a number of variances 

involving Allina and related pharmacies. After discussion, the Board voted unanimously to 
approve the Committee’s recommendations concerning the variance and policy reviews submitted 
by Allina and related pharmacies. (See the attached VPRC Report for details). Mr. Nahas returned 
to the meeting. 
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Dr. Wiberg provided an update to the Board concerning pharmacy-related legislation 
currently being considered by the Legislature. No action was necessary. 

 
Dr. Wiberg updated the Board on the Prescription Monitoring Program. A new staff 

member, Maddie Kiley, started this month. No action was necessary. 
 

With no other business before the Board, President Williams declared the meeting to be 
adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 
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Variance Committee Report of May 2, 2018 
for Board Meeting of May 23, 2018 

9:00 AM in Conference Room C 
 
Attendees: Samantha Schirmer, Stacey Jassey, Tim Litsey, Sarah Favour, Steve Huff, 
Aaron Patterson, Jill Phillips, James Cross, Sheri Ober, Brad Phillips, Brent Kosel, 
Sarah Thunselle, Sarah Brown, and Kevin Johnson 

 
 
Information for Discussion: 

 
Hy-Vee Pharmacy Fulfillment Center (4016) Des Moines, IA 
Jonathan Fransen 264241 
Hy-Vee Pharmacy Fulfillment Center’s 2017 Q4 Error Report 
Reviewed 
With your next report, the Board would like you to provide detailed error documentation 
pertaining to the types of errors discovered at the fulfillment center 

 
 

Meeting Appointments: 

10:00 
Omnicare - Minnesota Brooklyn Center 
Alison Sinclair (James Cross) 261366-005 
to allow the pharmacy to increase the number of single doses of certain controlled 
substance narcotic analgesics for use in emergency kits located in sub-acute or 
transitional care units they service – revisions sent on 4/13/18 
Deferred with licensee’s approval 

 
 
Omnicare - Minnesota Brooklyn Center 
Alison Sinclair (James Cross) 261366-022 
to allow an extended emergency kit and first dose utilizing Omnicell automated 
distribution system in the long term care facility– revisions sent on 4/13/18 
Deferred with licensee’s approval 

 
 
10:30 
Regions Hospital Pharmacy St. Paul 
Sheri Ober 200443-007 
to allow the pharmacy to utilize a non-contiguous space for medications and records 
Approved - Indefinitely 
On condition that you schedule an inspection and the pharmacist-in-charge remains 
the same. The Board also recommends that you review your chain of custody policy in 
regards to special deliveries that come to the dock area 
11:00 
Thrifty White Drug #762 Plymouth 
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Andrew Weir 262827-007 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist on site 
Approved – One Year 
On condition that you submit updated policies and procedure with the new platform. 
The Board also recommends that you conduct a review of patient identifiers upon data 
entry 

 
 
Thrifty White Pharmacy #786 Rochester 
Rebecca McCleery 265196-002 
to allow the use of an expanded ekit for first dose and emergency drugs that is reviewed 
by a pharmacist and stored in Omnicell Cabinets at skilled nursing facilities 
Approved – One Year 

 
 
11:30 
See Mercy, Unity, and ProHealth Pharmacies in the “Deferred to the Board” section. 

 
 
1:00 
See Fairview Pharmacies in the “Deferred to the Board” section. 

 
 

Policy Reviews: 
 
Essentia Health Baxter Pharmacy Baxter 
Dannia Vang 263792-002 
policy review of a Parata Max automated filling device 
Approved 

 
 
Essentia Health Grand Rapids Pharmacy Grand Rapids 
Amy Marchus 265526-002 
policy review of call center central services with Essentia Health Prescription Service 
Center in Superior, WI 
Approved 

 
 
 
 
 
Geritom Medical Inc. Pharmacy Bloomington 
Jason Wachtl 261375-007 
policy review of Parata Pass 500 patient adherence strip system automation and 
Parata Perl pouch inspector 
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Not Approved 
Resubmit policies and procedures to address the labeling of pouches, BUD, cleaning of 
the automation, and labeling of final container/box 

 
 
Sanford Worthington Medical Center Worthington 
Patricia Haack 200547-004 
policy review of an AcuDose Rx automated dispensing cabinet 
Not Approved 
Resubmit policies and procedures to address discrepancy reports and the pharmacy’s 
oversite (e.g. blind counts on controlled substances), delineate on QA process, and high 
alert drugs were not addressed 

 
 
 
New Variances: 

 
Essentia Hlth - Graceville- Holy Trin Hosp Graceville 
Teresa Escher 260858-005 
to allow the pharmacist-in-charge to be on duty less than 5 times per week 
Denied 
The supporting documents provided do not substantiate that the variance request is 
equal or superior to those prescribed in the rule 

 
 
Essentia Hlth - Graceville- Holy Trin Hosp Graceville 
Teresa Escher 260858-004 
to allow the pharmacist to be the PIC at both Essentia Hlth-Graceville-Holy Trin 
Hosp and Ortonville Area Health Services Pharmacy 
Approved – 6 Months 
On condition that a pharmacist is on duty no less than 5 times per week 

 
 
Ortonville Area Health Services Pharmacy Ortonville 
Teresa Escher 200538-006 
to allow the pharmacist to be the PIC at both Essentia Hlth-Graceville-Holy Trin 
Hosp and Ortonville Area Health Services Pharmacy 
Approved – 6 Months 
On condition that a pharmacist is on duty no less than 5 times per week 

 
 

St. Mary's Regional Health Center Detroit Lakes 
Nicholas Helbling 261628-008 
to allow the pharmacy to temporarily utilize a non-contiguous store room for the 
receiving, unpacking, and storing of medications 
Approved – One Year 
On condition that the nursing (house) supervisor does not have access and that you 
schedule an inspection 
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Thrifty White Pharmacy #746 Bagley 
Amanda Schmit 262270-005 
to allow the pharmacist to be pharmacist-in-charge at both Thrifty White #746 in 
Bagley and Thrifty White #747 in Clearbrook 
Approved – Until 02/21/2019 

 
 
Thrifty White Drug #747 Clearbrook 
Amanda Schmit 262269-004 
to allow the pharmacist to be pharmacist-in-charge at both Thrifty White #746 in 
Bagley and Thrifty White #747 in Clearbrook 
Approved – Until 02/21/2019 

 
 
Triad Isotopes St. Paul 
Jeanine Halverson 265375-001 
to allow for the pharmacy to abstain from entering patient names on diagnostic orders 
Approved – One Year 

 
 
 
New Variances Deferred: 

 
None 

 
 
 
Extensions to Current Variances: 

 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Bigfork 
Heather Bibeau 261348-002 
to allow telepharmacy services from the Scenic Rivers Health System clinics of Big 
Falls, Northome, and Floodwood 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 

Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Bigfork 
Heather Bibeau 261348-006 
to allow the pharmacist to be the pharmacist-in-charge at the pharmacy in Bigfork and 
all three telepharmacies in Big Falls, Floodwood, and Northome 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Big Falls 
Heather Bibeau 263746-001 
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to allow exemptions from the Board's rules regarding having a pharmacist on duty at all 
times that the telepharmacy is open 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Big Falls 
Heather Bibeau 263746-002 
to allow the pharmacist to be the pharmacist-in-charge at the pharmacy in Bigfork and 
all three telepharmacies in Big Falls, Floodwood, and Northome 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Big Falls 
Heather Bibeau 263746-005 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding direct supervision of supportive 
personnel 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Floodwood 
Heather Bibeau 263744-001 
to allow exemptions from the Board's rules regarding having a pharmacist on duty at all 
times that the telepharmacy is open 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Floodwood 
Heather Bibeau 263744-003 
to allow the pharmacist to be the pharmacist-in-charge at the pharmacy in Bigfork and 
all three telepharmacies in Big Falls, Floodwood, and Northome 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 
 
 
 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Floodwood 
Heather Bibeau 263744-005 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding direct supervision of supportive 
personnel 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Northome 
Heather Bibeau 263745-001 
to allow exemptions from the Board's rules regarding having a pharmacist on duty at all 
times that the telepharmacy is open 
Approved – Two Years 



MINNESOTA BOARD OF PHARMACY – 871st Meeting May 23, 2018 Page 8 
 

 
 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Northome 
Heather Bibeau 263745-003 
to allow the pharmacist to be the pharmacist-in-charge at the pharmacy in Bigfork and 
all three telepharmacies in Big Falls, Floodwood, and Northome 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 
Bigfork Valley Pharmacy Northome 
Heather Bibeau 263745-005 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding direct supervision of supportive 
personnel 
Approved – Two Years 

 
 
Essentia Health Prescription Service Center Superior, WI 
Michael Hillmeyer 265074-002 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) for new or refillable prescriptions, by more than one pharmacist, 
either on-site or from any approved licensed Essentia pharmacy in Minnesota 
Approved – 3 Months 
On condition that you submit updated policies and procedures to clarify QA and 
counseling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essentia Health Pharmacies 15 Locations 
Amy Marchus 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist on site, at any approved licensed Essentia Health pharmacy in 
Minnesota, or at Essentia Health Prescription Service Center in Superior, WI. QA is 
performed at any approved licensed Essentia Health pharmacy in Minnesota and the 
PSC in Superior, WI 
Approved – 3 Months 
On condition that you submit updated policies and procedures to clarify QA and 
counseling 

 
 
GuidePoint Pharmacy #110 Slayton 
Chelsey Carlson 265087-003 
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to allow the pharmacist to be the PIC at both GuidePoint Pharmacy in Slayton and 
GuidePoint Pharmacy #111 in Edgerton 
Approved – One Year 

 
 
GuidePoint Pharmacy #110 Slayton 
Chelsey Carlson 265087-004 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding direct supervision of supportive 
personnel at the telepharmacy in Edgerton and Fulda 
Approved – One Year 
Conditions listed in the letter of 05/23/2018 
With your next renewal, submit error reports and statistics that are broken down by the 
hour per location 

 
 
GuidePoint Pharmacy #111 Edgerton 
Chelsey Carlson 265088-001 
to allow the pharmacist to be the PIC at both GuidePoint Pharmacy in Slayton and 
GuidePoint Pharmacy #111 in Edgerton 
Approved – One Year 

 
 
GuidePoint Pharmacy #111 Edgerton 
Chelsey Carlson 265088-002 
to allow exemptions from the Board's rules regarding having a pharmacist on duty at all 
times that the telepharmacy is open, no compounding equipment, and space 
Approved – One Year 
Conditions listed in the letter of 05/23/2018 
With your next renewal, submit error reports and statistics that are broken down by the 
hour per location 

 
 
GuidePoint Pharmacy #111 Edgerton 
Chelsey Carlson 265088-003 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding direct supervision of supportive 
personnel 
Approved – One Year 
Conditions listed in the letter of 05/23/2018 
With your next renewal, submit error reports and statistics that are broken down by the 
hour per location 

 
 
GuidePoint Pharmacy #107 Fulda 
Michael Ahlers 265085-001 
to allow exemptions from the Board's rules regarding having a pharmacist on duty at all 
times that the telepharmacy is open, no compounding equipment, and space 
Approved – One Year 
Conditions listed in the letter of 05/23/2018 
With your next renewal, submit error reports and statistics that are broken down by the 
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hour per location 
 
 
GuidePoint Pharmacy #107 Fulda 
Michael Ahlers 265085-002 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding direct supervision of supportive 
personnel 
Approved – One Year 
Conditions listed in the letter of 05/23/2018 
With your next renewal, submit error reports and statistics that are broken down by the 
hour per location 

 
 
Hopkins Center Drug, Inc. Hopkins 
Chris Beckmann 262551-001 
to allow the pharmacy to provide an emergency kit to Pride Institute 
Approved – 3 Months 
On condition that you submit policies and procedures to clarify the receipt of a 
prescription drug order and provide a waiver from the Department of Health per MN 
Rule 4665.4300 

 
 
Mayo Clinic Hosp - Rochester, Methodist Rochester 
Jason Christensen 200540-017 
to allow the pharmacy to utilize a non-contiguous space as a compounding lab 
Approved – Indefinitely 
On condition that the pharmacist-in-charge remains the same 

 
 
PharMerica Fridley 
Blair Miller 261548-018 
to allow a greater number of permitted first dose and emergency medications in the 
RxNow utilized as an e-kit 
Approved – One Year 

 
 
PharMerica Fridley 
Blair Miller 261548-019 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist on site 
Approved – One Year 

 
 
Sterling Specialty Pharmacy Mendota Heights 
Lyle Prussman 265419-001 
to allow the pharmacy to utilize 2 separate, but adjacent areas under 1 license 
Approved – One Year 
On condition that as the business grows, there is continuous direct pharmacist 
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supervision of technicians 
 
 
 
Extensions to Current Variances Deferred: 

 
None 

 
 
 
PIC Changes: 

 
Mayo Clinic Hosp - Rochester, Methodist Rochester 
Jason Christensen 200540-001 
to allow a licensed healthcare provider and/or registered pharmacist to waste controlled 
substances with a registered pharmacy technician witness, instead of two licensed 
individuals 
Approved – Indefinitely 
On condition that the pharmacist-in-charge remains the same 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayo Clinic Hosp - Rochester, Methodist Rochester 
Jason Christensen 200540-012 
to allow the pharmacy to implement an electronic documentation of pharmacist 
certification of patient specific doses dispensed for inpatient administration 
Approved – One Year 
On condition that you meet the requirements of the remainder of rule MN 6800.3100 
as written and that the pharmacist-in-charge remains the same 

 
 
 
PIC Changes Deferred: 

 
None 

 
 

Deferred to the Board: 
 
Allina Health Pharmacies 12 Locations 
Kristine Gullickson 
to allow registered pharmacy technicians and pharmacy interns to verify the controlled 
substance waste with a licensed individual, instead of two licensed individuals 
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Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval 

Allina Health Phillips Eye Institute Pharmacy Minneapolis 
Jay Dahlstrom  262251-009 
to allow registered pharmacy technicians and pharmacy interns to verify the controlled 
substance waste with a licensed individual, instead of two licensed individuals 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a denial due to MN Rule 6800.7520 not being applicable 
to a community/outpatient pharmacy 

 
 
Fairview Home Infusion Minneapolis 
Daniel Teich 262531-010 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist, between your own facility and Fairview Home Infusion Duluth 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a denial. Resubmit policies and procedures with revisions 
as discussed at the VPRC meeting 

 
 

Fairview Home Infusion Minneapolis 
Daniel Teich 262531-011 
policy review of central services between your own facility and Fairview Home Infusion 
Duluth 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends not approving. Resubmit policies and procedures with 
revisions as discussed at the VPRC meeting 

 
 
Fairview Home Infusion Minneapolis 
Daniel Teich 262531-012 
policy review of unique identifiers for Abacus 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends an approval 

 
 
Fairview Home Infusion Duluth Duluth 
Timothy Affedlt Pending 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist, between your own facility and Fairview Home Infusion 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a denial. Resubmit policies and procedures with revisions 
as discussed at the VPRC meeting 
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Fairview Home Infusion Duluth Duluth 
Timothy Affedlt Pending 
policy review of central services between your own facility and Fairview Home Infusion 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends not approving. Resubmit policies and procedures with 
revisions as discussed at the VPRC meeting 

 
 
Fairview Home Infusion Duluth Duluth 
Timothy Affedlt Pending 
policy review of unique identifiers for Abacus 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends an approval 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fairview Lakes Health Services Pharmacy Wyoming 
Mark Nelson  261510-013 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Fairview Lakes Health Services Pharmacy for Osceola Medical Center 
located in Osceola, WI when the hospital pharmacy is closed from normal business 
hours of operation - revisions sent on 4/13/18 to include the WI sites in Ashland, 
Hayward, and Grantsburg 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval with conditions listed in the letter of 
05/23/2018 

 
 
Fairview Pharmacy Long Term Care Minneapolis 
Kevin Johnson 263698-009 
policy review of a CUBEX MedBank station automated distribution system for 
emergency, first dose, and other situations 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends not approving. Resubmit policies and procedures with 
revisions as discussed at the VPRC meeting. Additionally, a variance to MN Rule 
6800.6700 is required, if applicable 

 
 
Fairview Specialty Services Pharmacy Minneapolis 
Melissa Nelson 262542-013 
to allow a technician to pharmacist ratio of 4:1 in the main call center area - revisions 
sent on 4/13/18 to include a designated area in the adjacent call center room 
Deferred to the Board 
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The Committee recommends a one year approval 

Grand Itasca Clinic & Hospital Pharmacy Grand Rapids 
Tyler Waller 261457-001 
to allow a pharmacy technician to document waste of controlled substances with either 
a pharmacist or a registered nurse 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval on condition that the pharmacist-in- 
charge remains the same and with your next renewal, cite MN Rule 6800.7520 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mercy Hospital Pharmacy Coon Rapids 
Brent Kosel 260411-012 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist on site or at ProHealth Pharmacy Solutions located in Maitland, FL 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval 

 
 
Mercy Hospital Pharmacy Coon Rapids 
Brent Kosel 260411-013 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist, either on-site or off-site, between your pharmacy and Unity for 
TPN admixtures 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval 

 
 
Mercy Hospital Pharmacy Coon Rapids 
Brent Kosel 260411-014 
policy review of unique identifiers 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends an approval 

 
 
Unity Hospital Pharmacy Fridley 
Daniel Niznick 260414-017 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist, either on-site or off-site, between your pharmacy, Mercy, and 
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ProHealth for TPN admixtures 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval 

 
 
Unity Hospital Pharmacy Fridley 
Daniel Niznick 260414-018 
policy review of unique identifiers for Abacus TPN compounder and Excellian 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends an approval 

 
 
 
 
 
ProHealth Pharmacy Solutions Maitland, FL 
Vicki McConnell 264873-002 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist on site or at Mercy Hospital Pharmacy located in Coon Rapids, MN 
- revisions sent on 4/13/18 to include Unity 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval 
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