	BOARD MEETING MINUTES
May 15, 2009 - 11:00 a.m.
Conference Room C, Third Floor; 2829 University Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN

Executive Session (Closed to the Public) (11:05 a.m.)

The Board Adopted a Stipulation and Order in the Matter of Martin G. Sherman, Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor.

1.	Public Meeting Call to Order / Roll Call (11:08 a.m.)

Board members present: Antoinette (Toni) Backdahl, Marlae Cox-Kolek, Doug Frisk, Judi Gordon, Kristen Piper, Robert Schmillen, Judy Sherwood, Walter Roberts, Nicholas Ruiz, Nona Wilson 

Board members absent: Barbara Carlson, Freddie Davis-English, Duane Reynolds

Staff members present: Lori Strom, LPC/LPCC Licensing Coordinator/Office Manager; Samantha Larson, LADC Licensing Coordinator; Kari Rechtzigel, Executive Director

Others present: Angelina Barnes, Assistant Attorney General

New board members were introduced and each board member present gave a brief review of their background, licensure status, and public or professional board member status.

2.	Approval of February 20, 2009, Board Meeting Minutes

Judi Gordon moved to approve the minutes. Nona Wilson seconded. Chair Ruiz called for a vote on the motion. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the minutes carried. 

3.	Staff Member Reports

	A.	Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Rechtzigel informed the board that Freddie Davis-English, Judi Gordon, and Nona Wilson were reappointed.

She reported that the board’s budget, along with the budgets of the other health licensing boards, is contained in HF 1362 (omnibus health and human services finance bill). The board’s base budget will remain the same as in the last biennium. Ms. Rechtzigel noted that the bill contains the following language that may have an effect on the board: “In fiscal year 2010, $6,000,000 shall be transferred from the state government special revenue fund to the general fund.” Last time the legislature took funds from the Special Revenue Fund in 2008, the board’s share was $90,000, which represents about 22% of its budget. 

Nick Ruiz received a call during the board meeting and learned that language making LPCCs mental health professionals is also included in HF 1362 in article 7. Chair Ruiz noted that professional counseling licensure efforts began in 1993, sixteen years ago. The mental health professional language is the last piece of major legislation that needed to be passed. This legislation is very important to the future of the board. Walter Roberts observed that this will expand mental health services to persons in greater Minnesota. Chair Ruiz noted that job descriptions will now begin to include professional counselors. The effects will likely also reach education institutions as students make decisions on which mental health career to pursue.

Ms. Rechtzigel provided board members with a copy of the portion of SF 2082 which contains language related to a statewide electronic licensing system. The bill proposes that a surcharge of ten percent be collected on each license application and renewal fee for a period of six years. These funds will be placed in the Special Revenue Fund and given to the Office of Enterprise Technology. Ms. Rechtzigel reported she will keep the board informed regarding when the board has to begin collecting the surcharge. Virtually all of the health licensing boards already have on-line services and have already expended funds for electronic licensing. BBHT’s database system has the capacity for on-line services. This bill will result in the health boards collecting money for services that are already in place. Judi Gordon pointed out that the bill affects many types of licenses in the state, including business, commercial, professional, and occupational licenses. Her business will be significantly affected by increased facility license fees and the surcharge.


	B.	LADC Program Update (Samantha Larson)

Ms. Larson provided information to the board regarding licensure activity since the last board meeting. The following 22 individuals were issued the LADC license in March 2009:


Brittany Brost			Denise Wilkins
Darrell Dickinson		Kimberly Zillmer
William Elwell			Melissa Anderson
Stephen Friedman		Michelle Brown
Benjamin Hatfield		Bradly DeLong
Stewart Leedham		Stacey Flitter
Vera Mathis			Martin Phillips
Thomas Oswald			Birgitte Rifley
Dennis Smolik			Julie A.I. Smith
Ryan Stopera			Kim Taylor
Melissa Valentine		Susan Campion 

The following 17 individuals were issued the LADC license in April 2009:

Raymond Blanchey		Kerri Donvan
Mary Carlson			Anwar Hassan
Gwen Hale			Dwayne Hicks
Brandi Hardcastle		Shawn Mannerud
Sandra Laski			David McAnnally
Christopher Long		Patrick McCabe
Erin Marks			Elizabeth Rezek
Samantha Wiegand		Nancy Zablocki
Jane Wilka

Ms. Larson reported that the program just completed processing a large renewal; 650 renewal notices were sent and 596 licensees renewed. The number of licensees continues to increase, and between active and inactive licenses, the total number of licensees is now approximately 2000.

	C.	LPC/LPCC Program Update (Lori Strom)

		1.	Licenses Issued

Lori Strom reported on licensure activity since the last board meeting. The following 38 individuals were granted LPC licensure since the last Board meeting on February 20, 2009:

Matthew Paymar		Raini Knaeble
Matthew Johnson		Andrea Purpi
Terri Ulschmid			Janet Martin
Angela Baratto			Deborah Neitzke
Lisa Czeck			Breanna Herbst
Tammy Weinke			Kelly Kirby
Michele Hendel			Deanne Meyer
Elizabeth Lemke		Amy Heckman
Kristal Job			Gretchen Brandt
Heather Goochey		Wesley Lund
Kathryn Bertz			Laura Anderson
Patricia Van De Veer		Amanda Cornelius
Meagan Galbari			Linda Valerian
Linda Loff			Katherine Gieselman
Norma Chitwood		Darlene Merchant
Jeanne Jacots			Lorri Hanna
Erin Marks			Mary Einarson
Abbey Rutkowsky		Susan McCallum
Karen Wright			Isabelle Duguay


The following 10 individuals were granted LPCC licensure since the last Board meeting on February 20, 2009:

Todd Monger			Mary Bergstad
Gail Williams			Dayna Hopko
Amanda Knutson		Madonna Link
Tammy Rhine			Michelle Johnson
Timothy Ruden			Wayne Theye

Ms. Strom informed the board that since staff are now permitted to approve certain applications, and the burden on the committee has been eased somewhat, more licenses have been issued in a more timely manner.

		2.	Voluntarily Terminated Licenses

Ms. Strom reported that the following 3 LPC licensees voluntarily terminated their licenses since the last board meeting:

Kirk Arndt
Dianne Halterman
Colleen Stedham

Ms. Strom then presented a proposal to the board that only one list of licensees is reported to the board at quarterly board meetings, instead of two lists. She explained that the current process is cumbersome for staff. The result is that the candidates approved for licensure at board meetings (see item 6.A.) as well as any applications approved after the board meeting in that month are all issued licenses for the first date of the next month anyway. Preparing two lists results in the same outcome but is extra work for staff. There is a current delegation of authority in place for staff to issue licenses in months in which there is no regularly scheduled board meeting. Ms. Barnes from the Attorney General’s Office stated she saw no problem with proceeding as Ms. Strom proposed. Doug Frisk moved to adopt Ms. Strom’s proposal. Judi Gordon seconded. All board members presented voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried. In the future, staff will report on LPC and LADC licensure activity, and no more lists of candidates will be presented to the full board for approval at board meetings.

4.	Legislative Committee Report (Nick Ruiz)

Chair Ruiz reported that the LADC regulations are being rewritten. The goal is not to materially change the regulations but to streamline them. The rules will become part of the statutes, and the statutory language will be reorganized and inconsistencies in language will be reconciled. The committee met on May 14, 2009. Judi Gordon noted that the committee could benefit from another LADC serving on the committee. The committee should meet monthly in order to accomplish the necessary work. Chair Ruiz will make committee assignments at the next board meeting. 

5.	Application & Licensure Committee

Judi Gordon reported on the progress being made to address the LPC application review backlog. She noted that she and Doug Frisk were members of a subcommittee formed to look into the issue. Judi reported that she did some investigating on what could be done to help staff with application files. She came to the board office on Friday afternoons and performed some initial reviews of files and made notes about items needed to continue to process the files so letters could be written to applicants more quickly. Ms. Gordon also noted that there are numerous open application files in which applicants have been informed on what information they need to submit but have not done so. She asked how long the board must retain open application files. Discussion followed.

Angelina Barnes stated that if the board has placed the ball in the applicant’s court with regard to application deficiencies, the board has fulfilled its obligation. Samantha Larson stated that every licensing board has old application files; it’s the nature of the business. Ms. Gordon would like to send letters to all applicants who have not responded to the board’s requests for information and then close out those files to clean up the backlog. She asked for a legal opinion on how this might be accomplished. Ms. Barnes stated she would consult with Nathan Hart on the issue but reiterated that no additional letter is necessary if the board has asked for information and the applicant has not responded. If storage permits, the files can remain open in the board office. Samantha Larson stated that the board could utilize the denial process. Walter Roberts concluded the discussion with a recommendation that staff determine what will result in the best outcome with the limited resources that we have. Judi Gordon stated that great progress has been made.

6.	Staff Recommended Candidates for Licensure

	A.	Board staff recommended the following 5 candidates for LPC licensure:

Sarah Stinson
Kristine Valdivia
Sheila Hermes
Mary Dravland
Megan Ries

Judi Gordon moved to approve the candidates for licensure. Walter Roberts seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the candidates for licensure carried. 

	B.	Board staff recommended the following 24 candidates for LADC licensure:

Brian Bossany			Margaret Kinney
Albert Brown			Shelby Lenzen
Laurie Campbell		Carmen Lindquist
Seika Charpentier		Daniel Lippert
Patricia Choate			Drew Martin 
Leah Fernandez			Daniel Meyers
Gina Frank			Debra Olson
Gary Hestness			Brian Rheaume
Christopher Hirdler		David Romines
Jennifer Johnson		Kristen Rueckert
Matthew Johnson		Holly Spanjers
Jaime Jones			Dylan Woodward

Kristen Piper moved to approve the candidates for licensure. Marlae Cox-Kolek seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the candidates for licensure carried. 

7.	Termination for Non-Renewal of LPC License

Kristen Piper moved to administratively terminate one LPC license due to non-renewal as identified in a list prepared by Board staff. Marlae Cox-Kolek seconded. All board members present vote “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried. The following LPC license was administratively terminated for non-renewal:

Barbara Schauland

8.	Variance Requests

	A.	Cassandra Gomez, LPC Applicant

Ms. Gomez requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.7505, subparts 9, 10, and 15 and 2150.7540, subpart 1.A. to permit a family member to serve as her licensure supervisor. Walter Roberts moved to approve 500 hours of supervision that she has already completed but then require her to obtain another supervisor. Judi Gordon seconded. Discussion followed. The board noted that the dual relationship is obvious. Kristen Piper stated that LPCs should know this and recommended that the 500 hours of supervised practice not be accepted. Toni Backdahl noted the importance of setting a proper precedent on the issue. Chair Ruiz called for a vote on the motion. Judy Sherwood, Walter Roberts, Doug Frisk, Bob Schmillen, and Marlae Cox-Kolek voted “aye.” Toni Backdahl, Judi Gordon, Kristen Piper, and Nona Wilson voted nay. The motion carried on a 5-4 vote.

	B.	Gerald M. Halvorson, LMFT (expired)

Mr. Halvorson requested a variance request to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3, for a single instance of supervision. Doug Frisk moved to approve the request. Toni Backdahl seconded. Chair Ruiz called for a vote on the motion. Toni Backdahl, Judy Sherwood, Doug Frisk, Bob Schmillen, and Marlae Cox-Kolek voted “aye.” Judi Gordon, Kristen Piper, Walter Roberts, and Nona Wilson voted nay. The motion carried on a 5-4 vote.



	C.	Thomas Lutz, MA, LP, LICSW

Mr. Lutz requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in supervision, and requested that he be deemed an approved supervisor for LPCs and LPCCs. Judi Gordon moved to approve the request. Marlae Cox-Kolek seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” except Kristen Piper who voted nay and the motion carried.

Chair Ruiz left the board meeting at 12:45 p.m., and Kristen Piper chaired the meeting until adjournment.

	D.	Danielle Carr, LPC Applicant

Ms. Carr requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010 (supervision requirements) to permit her to count 2000 hours of supervised practice she completed under a licensed psychologist in another state in order to meet the requirements for LPC licensure in Minnesota. Judi Gordon moved to approve the request. Judy Sherwood seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried.

	E.	Jeffrey Glover, MA, LPC

Angelina Barnes stated that no hardship was demonstrated in the variance request to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3. Walter Roberts moved to deny the request. Judi Gordon seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” except Doug Frisk who abstained and the motion carried. A recommendation was made that the letter informing Mr. Glover of the board’s decision to deny his request includes the reason for the Board’s denial. Specifically, the board members determined that he did not show sufficient hardship or injustice for purposes of meeting the grounds for the granting of a discretionary variance pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 14.055, subdivision 4. Mr. Glover already has an approved supervisor and his second proposed supervisor has not completed an application to become an approved LPC supervisor.

9.	Public Comment Period

None. However, Walter Roberts stated it was a momentous day. The board has a full complement of board members and LPCCs have achieved mental health professional status. Professional counselors have gone through a long and drawn out and perhaps unnecessary series of battles to achieve mental health professional status. Clients have been harmed by a shortage of providers. Dr. Roberts again welcomed the new board members.

10. Adjournment

Judi Gordon moved to adjourn the meeting. All board members present seconded. Vice Chair Piper adjourned the meeting at 1:05 p.m.
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