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Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

EMERGENCY BOARD MEETING 
 

At approximately 12:00 p.m., on March 26, 2020, the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy met in Conference 
Room C at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis, Minnesota, for 
the purpose of conducting an emergency meeting. The meeting was held by telephone pursuant to Minn. Stats. 
§13D.015, subd. 4. President Stuart Williams, Executive Director Dr. Cody Wiberg, and Office Manager Tami 
Wier were in attendance in the Conference Room. Members of the Board that attended by telephone were Dr. 
Mary Phipps, Dr. Amy Paradis, Dr. Joseph Stanek, Ms. Samantha Schirmer, Mr. Rabih Nahas, Dr. Stacey 
Jassey, Dr. Andrew Behm, and Mr. James Bialke. Also in attendance by telephone were Deputy Director, Dr. 
Beth Ferguson; Assistant Attorney General, Mr. Hans Anderson; and Board staff members, Dr. Aaron 
Patterson, Dr. Kelly Hadsall, Ms. Michele Mattila, Mr. Steve Huff, and Ms. Jill Phillips.  

President Williams called the meeting to order.  Roll call was conducted, and a quorum was confirmed. 
The Board went into open session. President Williams stated the purpose of calling an emergency meeting of 
the Board of Pharmacy by telephone: to review and discuss the COVID-19 FAQ document previously 
distributed, to vote on the adoption and passage of the FAQ document as amended; and lastly, to approve Dr. 
Wiberg’s request to allow him to make edits to the document that may be necessary as the pandemic evolves.  

 President Williams outlined the process in which the Board would review and discuss the FAQ 
document. Dr. Wiberg began the review of the document by calling forth items that would require the 
board to exercise a variance or enforcement.  

• Page 4. Prescription delivery. Each Board Member was called on individually for 
comments or concerns. After discussion, there were no further amendments to the FAQ. 

• Page 5. Prescription refill authorization. After discussion, there were no further 
amendments. 

• Page 7. Filling a prescription without the required transfer or new prescription from the 
provider. Dr. Wiberg was asked to add in quantity and time limits.  

• Page 8. Requested the Board to relax the requirement for quality assurance. After 
discussion, Dr. Wiberg was asked to add in a time frame in which this would last. 

• Page 8. Nonresident pharmacists allowed to work in-state, physically or remotely. After 
discussion, no amendment was made. 

• Page 8. Working by remote access. After discussion, Dr. Wiberg was asked to add that 
staff working from home implement physical and technical measures to safeguard and 
protect health information.  

• Page 9. Remote involvement in the dispensing process of another pharmacy. After 
discussion, the Board determined this was already in effect with the “work-load 
balancing” practice. There were no further edits. 

• Page 10. Pharmacist to technician ratio. With discussion, Dr. Wiberg will modify the 
wording to reflect a cap of five days for a change in ratio. 
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• Page 10. Asked the Board to relax the requirement found in M. Rules 6800.3850, subd. 2. 
No further changes were made.  

• Page 12. ID requirements for the dispensing of controlled substances, Schedules II though 
V. After discussion, no amendments were made. 

• Page 16. Compounding hand sanitizer. After discussion, no amendments were made. 

• Page 16. Relaxing the PMP audit requirement. After discussion, no amendments were 
made. 

• Page 17. Renewal processing. After discussion, no amendments were made. 
 
With no further questions or concerns on the items Dr. Wiberg reviewed with the Board, each board 

member had an opportunity to ask questions and make comments. After discussion, President Williams asked 
for a motion to approve the amendments to the FAQ document as discussed and agreed on during the meeting. 
Mr. Bialke motioned to approve the document with the agreed upon edits to be done by Dr. Wiberg. Dr. Behm 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, using a roll call vote.  

 
President Williams then asked for a second motion to grant Dr. Wiberg authorization to revise the FAQ 

document as required with the consultation of the president and vice president. Dr. Stanek moved to grant Dr. 
Wiberg the authority to make necessary amendments to the document with the consultation of the board 
president and vice president; and after consulting with other appropriate Board Members as necessary. Dr. 
Phipps seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, using a roll call vote.  
 

At approximately 1:17 p.m., with no other business before the Board, President Williams declared the 
emergency session adjourned.   

 
 


