January 2021

Mandatory Prescription Monitoring Program Check
SUMMARY: Pursuant to Minnesota Statute section 152.126 subdivision 6(d-e), beginning January 1, 2021,
Minnesota Prescription Monitoring Program data must be checked before a prescriber issues an initial
prescription order for a Schedules II through IV opiate controlled substance to a patient and at least once every
three months for patients receiving an opiate for treatment of chronic pain or participating in medically assisted
treatment for an opioid addiction. Exceptions to this requirement include:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

the patient is receiving palliative care, or hospice or other end-of-life care;
the patient is being treated for pain due to cancer or the treatment of cancer;
the prescription order is for a number of doses that is intended to last the patient five days or less and is
not subject to a refill;
the prescriber and patient have a current or ongoing provider/patient relationship of a duration longer
than one year;
the prescription order is issued within 14 days following surgery or three days following oral surgery or
follows the prescribing protocols established under the opioid prescribing improvement program under
section 256B.0638;
the controlled substance is prescribed or administered to a patient who is admitted to an inpatient
hospital;
the controlled substance is lawfully administered by injection, ingestion, or any other means to the patient
by the prescriber, a pharmacist, or by the patient at the direction of a prescriber and in the presence of
the prescriber or pharmacist;
due to a medical emergency, it is not possible for the prescriber to review the data before the prescriber
issues the prescription order for the patient; or
the prescriber is unable to access the data due to operational or other technological failure of the program
so long as the prescriber reports the failure to the board

PLEASE review the entire statute to ensure you have a complete understanding of your obligations related to
the Prescription Monitoring Program. https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/152.126

