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Regulatory Perspectives 
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency

Julia H. Wilson DVM, DACVIM

Executive Director

4/2/2020

Objectives

•Focus attention on the interface of coronavirus, public 
health, veterinarians, and animals

•Explain Board of Veterinary Medicine’s perspectives and 
expectations of licensed veterinarians

•Describe the most frequently asked questions posed to the 
Board

•Answer listener’s questions
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Mission of the Board of Veterinary Medicine

To promote, preserve, and protect the 
health, safety and welfare of the public

and animals through the effective control 
and regulation of the practice of 

veterinary medicine.
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Veterinarian’s Oath

• Being admitted to the profession of veterinary medicine, I solemnly 
swear to use my scientific knowledge and skills for the benefit of 
society through the protection of animal health and welfare, the 
prevention and relief of animal suffering, the conservation of animal 
resources, the promotion of public health, and the advancement of 
medical knowledge.

• I will practice my profession conscientiously, with dignity, and in 
keeping with the principles of veterinary medical ethics.

• I accept as a lifelong obligation the continual improvement of my 
professional knowledge and competence.

Minnesota Department of Health Update as of 
4/1/20
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91-DIVOC Website

http://www.91-divoc.com/pages/covid-visualization/

91-DIVOC Website

http://www.91-divoc.com/pages/covid-visualization/
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Board Teleconference March 20, 2020

•Purpose: discuss and address impact of pandemic and emergency 
order on the regulation of veterinary practice in Minnesota

•Decisions based on Board’s mission and legal authority, state mandate 
to maintain social distancing

•Redefined the time period of a valid veterinarian-client-patient 
relationship to 18 months for the duration of the emergency

•Clarified application of extended VCPR for telemedicine for current 
clients

•Allowed extensions for up to 24 months for veterinarians due to 
renew license in 2021 if requested at the time of renewal

Executive Orders (EO’s)

•EO 20-01 – Declaration of Peacetime Emergency

•EO 20-09 – Delay elective surgeries and any procedures that use 
personal protective equipment

•EO 20-16 – Inventory PPE

•EO 20-17 – Affirmed that 20-09 applied to veterinarians  + examples 
of procedures that should not be postponed

•EO 20-20 – Stay at home order, veterinarians listed as essential 
workers

•EO 20-25
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Federal Orders

Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce: 
Ensuring Community and National Resilience in COVID-19.

• Everyone should follow guidance from the CDC, as well as State and 
local government officials, regarding strategies to limit disease 
spread.

• Workers should be encouraged to work remotely when possible and 
focus on core business activities. In-person, non-mandatory activities 
should be delayed until the resumption of normal operations.

Minnesota Department of Public Safety
Homeland Security & Emergency Management
Permissible activities during the stay at home order include:
• Health and safety activities, such as obtaining emergency services or medical supplies

• Outdoor activities, such as walking pets, hiking, running, biking, hunting, or fishing

• Necessary Supplies and Services, such as getting groceries, gasoline, or carry-out

• Essential and interstate travel, such as returning to home from outside this state

• Care of others, such as caring for a family member, friend, or pet in another household

• Displacement, such as moving between emergency or homeless shelters if you are 
without a home

• Relocation to ensure safety, such as relocating to a different location if your home has 
been unsafe due to domestic violence, sanitation, or essential operations reasons

• Tribal Activities & Lands, such as activities by members within the boundaries of their 
tribal reservation

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/seoc/Pages/default.aspx
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Minnesota Department of Public Safety
Homeland Security & Emergency Management

Fact of the Day

• Stay At Home Violation Reports
Approximately 500 suspected violation reports have been received-
70 percent to the hotline and 30 percent to the email- since 
Minnesota stood up a hotline and email address for people to report 
potential violations of Gov. Walz's Stay At Home executive order. The 
number one report is businesses who email open that should be 
closed. The email is sahviolations@state.mn.us and the phone 
number is 651-793-3746.

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/seoc/Pages/default.aspx

Direction to Law Enforcement Officers

In the event that local law enforcement may be sent to a home or a place of 
business based on a report of a violation of this EO or other EOs, DPS 
recommends that officers first attempt to investigate through voluntary 
cooperation of the homeowner, tenant, or business and provide a reminder or 
copy of this EO. Treat these encounters as you would a loud party or 
disturbance call.

The enforcement clause of the EO allowing for a misdemeanor citation is not 
intended to be invoked for all violations, but rather for those who refuse to, 
or fail to, comply with the officer's attempts to gain compliance. People with 
more than two violations or refusals to comply with this EO may be taken 
into custody and charged with a misdemeanor
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Board Update March 27, 2020

•Veterinarians should adhere to these recommendations as well as 
social distancing requirements. To reduce opportunities for the 
corona virus to spread between clients and veterinary professionals, 
appointments and procedures should be limited to animals with 
essential needs. Spays and neuters are elective surgeries and should 
be postponed.

EO 20-20 Potential Misdemeanor

• Exemptions for what and for whom: 

• 5. Health and safety activities. Individuals may seek emergency services, obtain 
medical services, supplies, and medications, and visit a health care or dental 
professional or facility, or a veterinarian. Individuals may also donate blood. 

• gg. Animal shelters and veterinarians. This category is limited to veterinarians and 
workers at animal care facilities or Department of Natural Resources workers who 
provide food, shelter, veterinary services, and other necessities of life for animals. 
Workers in this category are subject to the restrictions on elective surgeries and 
procedures as set forth in Executive Orders 20-09 and 20-17. 

• 9. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 12.45, a person who willfully 
violates this Executive Order is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction must 
be punished by a fine not to exceed $1,000 or by imprisonment for not more than 
90 days
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https://www.avma.org/sites/d
efault/files/2020-03/COVID-19-
MinimizeExposure-Flowchart-
v2.pdf
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Professional Judgement: To Do or Not to Do

•Minimize exposure for veterinarians and veterinary staff

•Minimize exposure for clients under order to stay at home

• Implement CDC’s directions for social distancing

•Determine what can be done with social distancing

•Determine what can be postponed with acceptable risk

-> Case by case decisions, note in medical record if in gray zone

Asymptomatic shedders Virus survival on animals and other surfaces

Personal Protective Equipment

•Reusable gowns, masks, caps are ideal for essential surgeries and 
procedures

•Latex gloves – not in shortage yet in U.S. 
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Board’s Authority to Address Non-compliance

If a complaint is filed:

•9100.0700 Unprofessional conduct.

Subpart 1. Prohibited Acts.

B. Engaging in conduct likely to deceive, defraud, or harm the public or 
demonstrating a willful or careless disregard for the health, welfare, or 
safety of a patient, in which case, proof of actual injury need not be 
established.
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Board Plan for Questionable DVM Compliance

• Informal contact

•Guidance on interpretation of the Executive Orders

•Reminder of pragmatic resources available from MDH, AVMA

•Collaboration with Minnesota Department of Health for education on 
optimal social distancing procedures

•Follow-up if necessary

Communication with the Board

•Direction on decision of essential versus non-essential

•Concerns regarding other veterinary practices continuing non-
essential services

•Telemedicine for new clients

•Employees concerned that social distancing is not being maintained

•Angry public members – can’t get nail trim appointments
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Questions?
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