BEFORE THE MINNESOTA
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES REGULATORY BOARD
In the Matter of

Robert R. Lien, Paramedic ; ORDER FOR
Certification No. 965527 TEMPORARY SUSPENSION

The Minnesota Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board (“Board”) is authorized
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes sections 144E.001 to 144E.52 to register, certify, regulate, and
discipline persons who apply for, petition, or hold registrations or certifications to practice
emergency medical services in the State of Minnesota and to take disciplinary action where
appropriate. The Board, by its Complaint Review Panel Chair, is further authorized pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes section 144E.28, subdivision 6, to temporarily suspend a paramedic when it
believes, after conducting a preliminary, inquiry, that the paramedic has violated a statute or rule
the Board is empowered to enforce and continued practice by the paramedic would create an
imminent risk to public health or harm to others.

1. The Complaint Review Panel Chair has received credible information that Robert
R. Lien, Paramedic (“Respondent”), has violated one or more statutes or rules that the Board has
authority to enforce.

2. On or about December 30, 2015, Respondent allegedly admitted diverting
narcotics for approximately six weeks from his workplace as a paramedic at a licensed
ambulance service. Respondent reportedly diverted Fentanyl and Dilaudid for his own use and
in a couple of instances used a syringe to remove Dilaudid from vials prepared for patients and
refilled the vials with saline. Although Respondent was removed from the work schedule, on
December 31, 2015, at approximately 6:00 p.m., he entered his workplace without authorization
and removed controlled substances from a narcotics locker. Respondent reportedly approached
coworkers asking for urine samples. On January 3, 2016, Respondent contacted a coworker
from a bar in Maplewood seeking assistance. This coworker and an ambulance supervisor went
to that bar, found Respondent to be intoxicated, and transported him to a psychiatric unit at a

local hospital.

3. After a preliminary inquiry, the Board finds that Respondent has violated
Minnesota Statutes section 144E.28, subdivision 5(a)(4), (5), (7), and (8), and that Respondent’s
continued practice would create an imminent risk to public health or harm to others.

4. Based on the aforementioned facts, the Board finds that a temporary suspension
of Respondent’s certification is warranted pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 144E.28,

subdivision 6.



Accordingly, the Board issues the following:
ORDER

1. . Respondent’s certification to practice as a paramedic in the State of Minnesota is
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 144E.28,
subdivision 6. During the period of suspension, Respondent shall not in any manner practice
emergency medical services as a paramedic in the State of Minnesota.

2. The temporary suspension of Respondent’s certification shall take effect
immediately and shall remain in effect until the Board issues a final order in this matter.

3. . Respondent may request that a preliminary hearing be scheduled with the
Complaint Review Panel in this matter pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 144E.28,
subdivision 6(d). At the time the Board issues a temporary suspension order, the Board shall
schedule a hearing, to be held before a group of its members designated by the Board, that shall
begin within 60 days after issuance of the temporary suspension order or within 15 working days
of the date of the Board’s receipt of a request for a hearing from Respondent, whichever is
sooner. The hearing shall be on the sole issue of whether there is a reasonable basis to continue,
modify, or lift the temporary suspension. A hearing under this paragraph is not subject to
chapter 14. See Minn. Stat. § 144E.28, subd. 6(d) (2014).

4, At the hearing described in paragraph 3 of this Order, evidence presented by the
Board or Respondent may be in the form of an affidavit, and Respondent or Respondent’s
designee may appear for oral argument. See Minn. Stat. § 144E.28, subd. 6(e) (2014).

5. Within five working days of the hearing described in paragraph 3 of this
Order, the Board shall issue its order and, if the suspension is continued, notify Respondent
of the right to a contested case hearing under chapter 14. See Minn. Stat. § 144E.28,

subd. 6(f) (2014).

6. If Respondent requests a contested case hearing within 30 days after receiving
notice under paragraph 5 of this Order, the Board shall initiate a contested case hearing
according to chapter 14. See Minn. Stat. § 144E.28, subd. 6(g) (2014).
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