	

	BOARD MEETING MINUTES
June 8, 2004, 12:30 p.m.
Board of Psychology Conference Room, Suite 320



I. Call to Order – Members Present: Colin Ward, Duane Reynolds, Catherine Cullen-Benson, Freddie Davis-English, Patricia Fogal, Kristen Piper, Nicholas Ruiz, Walter Roberts, Douglas Frisk
Staff present: Kari Rechtzigel, E.D., Robyn Koppy, Cheryl DeGeer
	Also present: Nathan Hart, Assistant Attorney General

II.	Approval of minutes of May 13, 2004 board meeting– Tabled until July 8, board meeting.

III.	Applications referred to the board for approval/denial/recommendations-See attached code sheet. Motion by Duane Reynolds to approve; Second by Walter Roberts. Motion Passed.

IV.	Committee Reports
	A.	Application/Licensure Committee – Kristen Piper gave the report for the committee. She noted our statute has no “grandfathering” provisions and that term should not be used. She further noted that school counselors must seek licensure as previously unlicensed persons under Minnesota Statutes section 148B.53. They may not apply under section 148B.55 because the only persons listed in that provision are licensed psychological practitioners, licensed marriage and family therapists, or licensed alcohol and drug counselors. She noted that applicants using section 148B.55 still have to meet the education and supervised field experience requirements for licensure. Another issue under committee review is that of “approved supervisors.” The committee asked Kari Rechtzigel to collect the applications for approved supervisors, review the documentation regarding their qualifications, and report problems and issued identified to the committee.

Ms. Piper passed out a chart listing states reviewed and approved by the committee for LPC licensure by reciprocity. Those states found to have licensure requirements substantially similar to Minnesota are: North Dakota, Wisconsin, Arkansas, Iowa, Missouri, Oklahoma, Illinois, Florida, Colorado, Ohio, and Georgia. Kari Rechtzigel asked that the chart be marked “draft” because some states listed on the chart (Nebraska, Washington, Montana and New Mexico) are still awaiting committee review and approval. Board members suggested that staff post the states approved for reciprocity on the board’s web site.

Kristen also made the Board aware that one applicant for licensure provided a negative answer to a question about criminal history on the Historical Professional Information on his application. Board staff contacted another state licensing board from which the applicant held a license and asked for information about the criminal history disclosed. That state investigated the matter and licensed the applicant without restriction or condition. The Committee is satisfied that the felony crime disclosed was not one that reflects adversely on the applicant’s ability to engage in the practice of professional counseling in Minnesota. 

Walter Roberts addressed the Board to applaud and recognize the fine work this committee has completed on behalf of the Board.
	
	B.	Policy & Rules Committee – Walter Roberts reported that the Policy & Rules Committee is currently working on a draft of the rules related to pre-degree supervised field experience and supervised professional practice. The committee also has three other rules to draft. The committee will meet again on the morning of July 8, 2004.

	C.	Legislative Committee—Colin Ward, Board Chair, reported that legislation proposed by the board this session was signed into law by the Governor on May 29, 2004. The legislation included a section on fees. It was requested that board staff send letters to all applicants notifying them of the licensure application fee. The information will also be put on the board’s web site. Mr. Ward asked Kari Rechtzigel to schedule a meeting of the Legislative Committee in the next month or so to set issues and an agenda for the next legislative session.

	D.	Transition Committee—Mr. Ward stated that the passing of the legislation this session makes it official that the commissioner of health and the health-related licensing boards must develop a transition plan to transfer authority for licensed alcohol and drug counselors (LADCs) from the commissioner of health to our board. He said it would be appropriate to make contact with the Department of Health and asked Kari Rechtzigel, E.D., to identify contacts at the health department. Duane Reynolds and Catherine Cullen-Benson are co-chairs of the Transition Committee and the other committee members are Freddie Davis-English, Nick Ruiz, and Kristen Piper. It was determined that Board staff (Kari) should be present at all the Transition Committee meetings. Nathan Hart, A.G. Designee, reminded the committee that all the Transition Committee meetings are subject to the Open Meeting Law and meeting notices must be posted in advance.

	E.	Merger Report to Legislature— Colin Ward, Board Chair, congratulated Kari Rechtzigel, E.D., for the completion of the Merger Report. Kari stated that a report on the recommendations of the proposed merger between BBHT and the Board of Marriage and Family Therapy was completed and sent out prior to the June 15 deadline. A copy of the Merger Report was sent to the Legislative Reference Library, the Governor’s office, and all senators and representatives. A copy will also be posted on the BBHT web site. Colin Ward, Board Chair, stated that the main conclusion to the report is that the two boards (MFT and BBHT) should remain autonomous and not merge. However, the legislature asked for timelines, so the report suggests that a transition committee with members from each board be formed to identify merger issues and that any merger of the boards take place over a one-year period. Mr. Ward stated that the meetings between BBHT and MFT to work on the report went well. He complimented Kari Rechtzigel, E.D., for her editing on the report.

	F.	Press Release Announcing Two New Board Members. Colin Ward, Board Chair, distributed a press release issued June 7, 2004, announcing the Governor’s appointment of board members. Judi Gordon and Maria DuPree, both LADCs, were appointed as professional members of the board. Discussion followed regarding orientation for the new board members prior to the next board meeting on July 8, 2004.

V.	Old Business
	A.	Disciplinary Committee Training. Colin Ward stated the committee would be created and announced at the next board meeting on July 8. Ideally, the complaint resolution committee should be composed of two professional members and one public member. Once the committee members are selected, Nathan Hart will coordinate training.

	B.	Licensure Wall Certificates – Robyn Koppy reported on her progress in getting wall certificates. She said MinnCor Industries does a lot of the printing of wall certificates for the state. She will check into the issue further and report back to the Board on it.

	C.	Colin Ward, Board Chair, complimented the staff for their work on upgrading the website.

VI. 	Adjournment
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