
 

 

Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY EIGHTH MEETING 
 

At approximately 9:00 a.m., on June 18, 2013, the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
met in Conference Room A, at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University 
Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the purpose of conducting a general 
business meeting.  All members of the Board were in attendance with the exception of 
Ms. Karen Bergrud.  Also in attendance were the Board’s Executive Director, Dr. Cody 
Wiberg, Board’s Legal Counsel, Mr. Bryan Huffman, and Board of Pharmacy staff, Ms. 
Candice Fleming, Mr. Steven Huff, Mr. Timothy Litsey, Ms. Barbara Carter, and Ms. 
Patricia Eggers.  The Board’s President, Ms. Laura Schwartzwald, called the meeting to 
order. 

 
There being no quasi-judicial the Board did not go into a closed session. 
 
The Board next discussed the minutes of the May 1, 2013 business meeting.  Mr. 

Bob Goetz moved and Mr. Stuart Williams seconded that the minutes be approved.  
The motion passed.   

 
Mr. Rabih Nahas moved and Mr. Stuart Williams seconded that the Consent 

Agenda be approved with the exception of the Walgreens variance. The motion passed.   
 
The Consent Agenda for this meeting was as follows: 
  

o  Variances 
 Variance Committee Report – Approve 

 
Mr. Stuart Williams moved and Mr. Bob Goetz seconded to approve the 

remainder of the agenda.  The motion passed.  
 

 The first variance request to come before the Board was a variance from 
Walgreens #06447 in Mounds View.  Mr. Stuart Williams moved and Ms. Kay Hanson 
seconded that the variance be approved permanently.  The motion passed with Mr. 
Bob Goetz abstaining.   

 
 The second variance request to come before the Board was for Merwin LTC 
Pharmacy in Minneapolis to utilize the AP PassPort utilizing the same policies and 
procedures that are being used at Merwin LTC Pharmacy #2 in New Brighton. Present 
at the meeting were Ms. Jessica Androff, Mr. Steve Langemo, Mr. Matt Schille, and Mr. 
Gary Clauson.  Ms. Androff informed the Board that there are two requests before the 
board.  The first request as above and a second request to utilize a central service 
process for data entry at Merwin LTC Pharmacy #2 in New Brighton.   Mr. Stuart 
Williams moved and Ms. Kay Hanson seconded that the first request be approved on 
condition that the  requirements of MN Statute 151.58  must be met, with a pharmacist 
employed by and working at the managing pharmacy reviewing, interpreting, and 
approving all prescription drug orders before any drug is distributed from the system to 
be administered to a patient; and on condition that the new policies for leave of absence 
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be revised as discussed and to include definition “on-call”; and that the second request 
to regarding the central service policies for data entry be approved on-condition MN 
Statute 151.58 is met.  The motion passed.   
 
 The third variance request to come before the Board was a request from 
Omnicare – Minnesota in Brooklyn Center that certification be completed through an 
auto label verification process.  Present at the meeting were Mr. Howard Juni, Ms. 
Sharon Feinstein-Rosenblum, Ms. Darla Mattson, Mr. John Long, and Mr. Mike Szesko.  
Ms. Kay Hanson moved and Mr. Stuart Williams seconded that the variance be 
approved on condition that two pharmacists check the prescription before it is delivered 
to the patient and a five percent quality check.  The motion passed.  Ms. Kay Hanson 
moved and Mr. Rabih Nahas seconded that the variance be approved for six months 
with Omnicare coming back with results of the six months.  The motion passed. 
 
 The fourth request to come before the Board was a request from Omnicare – 
Minnesota in Brooklyn Center wherein they are requesting that a Pyxis Specialty Station 
be used in place of a traditional e-kit and for first doses.  Mr. Stuart Williams moved and 
Mr. Bob Goetz seconded they be allowed to use the Pyxis machine in this manner 
utilizing policies and procedures from previous variance, on condition that updated 
policies and procedures be provided to the Board prior to the next Variance and Policy 
Review Committee meeting.  The motion passed. 
 

Since the next variance to be considered involved the use of unique identifiers, 
the Board suspended the order of the agenda and Dr. Wiberg provided information 
about this topic.  After a discussion of the issues, the consensus of the Board was that 
Board staff can provide guidance concerning the unique identifier requirements found in 
the rules and that unique identifiers need to be non-refutable.   

 
  The Board returned to the variances and the fifth request to come before the 
Board, which was a review of the CVS Corporation’s request for a review of their 
policies and procedures concerning unique identifiers and accountability.  Present at the 
meeting were Ms. Misty Rager and Mr. Mark Adams.  Mr. Stuart Williams moved and 
Mr. Bob Goetz seconded that the issue be revisited when the update is completed and 
that the issue be brought before the Board at that time.  The motion passed. 

 
 Dr. Wiberg next brought to the Boards attention requests for approval of 
technician training programs.  The first request was from Dakota County Technical 
College (DCTC), asking that its course be approved to count towards the 240 mandated 
hours in an employer based training program  Ms. Karen Christiansen was present at 
the meeting to represent DCTC.  After some discussion, Mr. Bob Goetz moved and Mr. 
Stuart Williams seconded that the request be approved for the program.  The motion 
passed. 
 
 The second request was from the Allied Business School, Inc., asking that 
students who had enrolled prior to January 1, 2013 be allowed to have the training 
count towards the technician training requirement - even though their program does not 
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have an experiential component.  After some discussion, Mr. Stuart Williams moved and 
Mr. Bob Goetz seconded that the request be denied.  The motion passed. 
 
 Dr. Wiberg next provided information to the Board concerning legislation being 
considered by the United States Senate concerning compounding and drug distribution.  
Dr. Wiberg recommended that the Board formally endorse the legislation.  Mr. Stuart 
Williams moved and Mr. Rabih Nahas moved that the Board should go on record as 
supporting this legislation.  The motion passed.   
 
 Dr. Wiberg and Mr. Stuart Williams next presented the Board with information 
related to legislation passed during the just ended Minnesota legislative session.  No 
action was necessary. 
 
 At this time Ms. Beth Fruehauf discussed her research on methadone treatment 
programs.  Dr. Cody Wiberg then explained what the Board’s role is in the licensure of 
such programs.  No action was necessary.  
 
 Dr. Wiberg next informed the Board of personnel changes and office remodeling.  
The Board established a selection committee for the Pharmacy Surveyor position 
consisting of Dr. Wiberg, Ms. Fleming and Mr. Bob Goetz.  The Board established a 
selection committee for the Deputy Director position consisting of Dr. Wiberg, President 
Laura Schwartzwald, Vice-President Stuart Williams, and Board Member Kay Hanson. 
 
 Ms. Barbara Carter then gave the Board an update on the Prescription 
Monitoring Program.  No action was necessary. 
 
 Dr. Wiberg then discussed the Board’s representative and alternate to the Health 
Professionals Services Program.  Mr. Stuart Williams moved and Mr. Bob Goetz 
seconded that Mr. Rabih Nahas be the representative and Ms. Kay Hanson be the 
alternate on the HPSP Program Committee.  
 
 The Board next discussed holding the COPS meeting the afternoon of the Board 
meeting.  The consensus of the Board was to try it for a year. 
 
 Dr. Wiberg next discussed the District V meeting.  Mr. Stuart Williams moved and 
Mr. Bob Goetz seconded that the Board authorize the expenditure of funds to enable 
attendance by the Executive Director, the Board Members, and one Surveyor.  The 
motion passed. 
 
 Dr. Wiberg next discussed the Attorney Certification Seminar of the Federation of 
Associations of Regulatory Boards, which is being held in October. Dr. Wiberg 
explained that despite the name of the conference, attendance by any Board Member 
would be appropriate.  Mr. Bob Goetz moved and Mr. Stuart Williams seconded that the 
Board authorize the expenditure of the funds necessary for Board members to attend.  
The motion passed. 
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 There being no further business requiring action by the Board, Mr. Bob Goetz 
moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion occurred at approximately 1:13 pm and Mr. 
Rabih Nahas seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
PRESIDENT 

 
          

    ___________________________________ 
      EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


