
 

 

Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY SIXTH MEETING 
 

At approximately 9:00 a.m., on January 30, 2013, the Minnesota Board of 
Pharmacy met in Conference Room A, at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 
University Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the purpose of conducting a 
general business meeting.  All members of the Board were in attendance with the 
exception of Ms. Karen Bergrud.  Also in attendance were the Board’s Executive 
Director, Dr. Cody Wiberg, Board’s Legal Counsel, Mr. Bryan Huffman, and Board of 
Pharmacy staff, Ms. Candice Fleming, Ms. Michelle Mattila, Mr. Steven Huff, and Ms. 
Patricia Eggers.  The Board’s President, Ms. Laura Schwartzwald, called the meeting to 
order. 

 
The Board immediately went into a closed session to discuss disciplinary actions 

and staff evaluations. 
 
Upon returning to open session, the Board first discussed the minutes of the 

December 12, 2012 business meeting.  Mr. Stuart Williams moved and Mr. Bob Goetz 
seconded that the minutes be approved as amended.  The motion passed.   

 
 Mr. Stuart Williams moved and Mr. James Koppen seconded to approve the 

agenda.  Mr. James Koppen moved and Mr. Stuart Williams seconded to approve the 
Consent Agenda. The motions passed.  

 
The Consent Agenda for this meeting is as follows: 
 

o  Variances 
 Variance Committee Report – Approve 

 
 The Board then addressed a variance request from AlixaRx.   Mr. Barry Fuchs, 
General Manager of AlixaRx in Eden Prairie, and Mr. Blake Griese, Assistant General 
Counsel for AlixaRx, discussed their policies and procedures regarding a variance 
request that they submitted to the Board.   Mr. Howard Juni and Mr. Jeff Lindoo also 
offered input into the discussion.  After much discussion, Mr. Stuart Williams moved and 
Mr. Bob Goetz seconded that the Board adopt the revised AlixaRx Automated 
Dispensing Unit Policies and Procedures for the 30-day test pilot project with the 
provision that it be consistent with Merwin’s policies and procedures regarding quality 
assurance and that all people involved in the process periodically review the Policies 
and Procedures. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

The second variance request to come before the Board was from Mr. James 
Gilbertson.  Mr. Gilbertson asked that he be allowed to reciprocate to the state of 
Minnesota, without taking the NAPLEX, which he would normally be required to take 
since he has not worked as a pharmacist for over two years. Dr, Wiberg pointed out that 
Mr. Gilbertson had only missed that two year cutoff by a short period of time.  Mr. Stuart 
Williams moved and Mr. James Koppen seconded that the variance be approved.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
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The third variance request to come before the Board was from the Phillips 
Neighborhood Clinic.  After much discussion, Mr. Stuart Williams made a motion, with 
the Board accepting an amendment made by Ms. Kay Hanson.  Mr. Williams moved the 
adoption of his motion as amended and Mr. Bob Goetz seconded the amended motion 
that the variance be approved for two years on condition that their Policies and 
Procedures will be modified to clearly indicate that when no licensed pharmacist is on 
site, a practitioner will certify the prescriptions; that they clarify the roles and 
responsibilities of pharmacist-interns with respect to whether they are Pharm D I, II, III, 
or IV students; and that data on dispensing errors for the last two years is reported 
when they request a variance renewal.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 The Board next discussed the “Outsourcing Compounded Sterile Products” 
document.  The Executive Director and Surveyors requested that the Board formally 
approve the document for posting on the Board's Web site and distribution to interested 
individuals. Mr. Stuart Williams moved and Mr. Bob Goetz seconded that the Board 
approve the document as requested.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 Dr. Wiberg next provided information to the Board concerning the need to 
develop standards for approving educational institutions that offer pharmacy technician 
training programs.  Mr. Stuart Williams moved and Ms. Kay Hanson seconded that the 
Board approve technician training programs that meet the following criteria:   

 
1. The pharmacy technician training program is accredited by the American Society 

of Health-System Pharmacists; or 
2. The following conditions are met: 

a. The institution or college, or the pharmacy technician training program, is 
accredited by an accrediting agency that is recognized by the United 
States Department of Education as  a reliable authority as to the quality of 
education or training provided by the institutions of higher education and 
the higher education programs they accredit; 

b. Students attending the institution or college are eligible to receive federal 
financial aid; and  

c. The pharmacy technician training program includes an experiential 
component, with technicians being trained under the supervision of a 
licensed pharmacist. 

 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Dr. Wiberg requested that the Board formally approve the proposed policy 
legislation developed by staff, specifically the changes related to compounding and the 
licensing of facilities regulated by the Board.  Mr. James Koppen moved and Mr. Stuart 
Williams seconded that Board approve the proposed legislation and direct Dr. Wiberg to 
proceed with the work necessary to get it passed.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Mr. Stuart Williams requested that Dr. Wiberg keep the Board informed of any changes 
to the proposed language. 
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 Mr. Stuart Williams requested that some changes be made to the portions of the 
proposed policy bill that concern the Prescription Monitoring Program. He requested to 
delete some language and add other language.  Mr. Stuart Williams moved and Mr. 
James Koppen seconded to approve the PMP portions of the proposed policy 
legislation.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Dr. Cody Wiberg gave an overview of the remaining portions of the proposed 
policy bill.  After much discussion, Mr. James Koppen moved and Mr. Stuart Williams 
seconded that the balance of the statute changes be pursued.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
 After making some changes to the Board Operations Manual and Member 
Responsibility Form, Mr. Stuart Williams moved and Mr. James Koppen seconded that 
the operations manual be approved with the changes.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Dr. Wiberg next discussed the Member Responsibility and Accountability Form 
that each new member will be sent along with the Board Operations Manual.  The 
existing and new members will be requested to sign the form and return it to the Board 
office for retention.  Mr. Bob Goetz moved and Mr. Stuart Williams seconded to approve 
the Member Responsibility and Accountability Form and have current members sign it 
and have new members sign it as they come on the Board.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Ms. Barbara Carter then gave the Board an update on the Prescription 
Monitoring Program.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
 There being no further business requiring action by the Board, Mr. James 
Koppen moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion occurred at approximately 1:25 pm 
and Mr. Stuart Williams seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
PRESIDENT 

 
          

    ___________________________________ 
      EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


