
  
 

MINNESOTA BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
 2829 University Ave. SE, Minneapolis, MN  55414 

 Conference Room A, Fourth Floor 
  
 AGENDA – BOARD MEETING 

February 9, 2006 
10 a.m. 

 
 
 1. Call to order 
 
 2. Board discussion/response to MVMA request for removal of PAVE from proposed 2006 
 legislation 
   
3. Opportunity for public input 
 
4. Other business 
 
5. Adjourn 
  



MINUTES OF SPECIAL BOARD MEETING, February 9, 2006 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mr. Jeremy Geske, Dr. Meg Glattly, Dr. John Lawrence, Ms. Susan 
Osman, Dr. Lorna Reichl 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Dr. Fred Mehr, Dr. Joanne Schulman 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Dr. John King and Donna Carolus, Staff; Dr. Bob Dietl, Dr. Tom Hagerty 
and Ms. Sharon Vangsness, MVMA 

 
The Board of Veterinary Medicine met on February 9, 2006, in Conference Room A, Fourth 
Floor, University Park Plaza, 2829 University Ave. SE, Minneapolis, MN.  Vice President Lorna 
Reichl called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Dr. Reichl stated that the only agenda item is making a decision on the proposed statute changes, 
in particular, the consideration of PAVE as an alternative for licensure of foreign graduates. 
 
Dr. King gave background information on the reason for the special meeting.  The MVMA’s 
Executive Board passed a motion last week requesting that the Board of Veterinary Medicine 
withdraw the PAVE language from its current legislative agenda.  The MVMA Board also 
passed a motion that the MVMA would maintain a neutral position should the Board of 
Veterinary Medicine move forward with the proposed language, neither actively supporting nor 
opposing the PAVE language. 
 
Dr. Hagerty stated that while the MVMA Governmental Affairs Committee had approved the 
proposed language, the Executive Board did not.  Dr. Dietl explained the reasons for their 
decisions. 
 
Dr. Glattly moved the Board proceed with the legislative changes as proposed, acknowledging 
the MVMA’s position on the PAVE portion of the legislative agenda.  Mr. Geske seconded. 
 
Discussion followed. 
 
Dr. Glattly, who has served on the AAVSB board of directors, presented some historical 
information on how the PAVE qualifying exam and the Veterinary Clinical Skills Assessment 
(VCSA) were developed and how they are used, adding that she is confident that the PAVE 
program is protecting the public. 
 
Ms. Osman asked what the pros and cons would be of moving forward this year or waiting until 
next year. 
 
Dr. King stated that this is a bonding year so the legislature won’t address as many issues as they 
would next year.  On the other hand, based on the MVMA’s previous vote of support, a Senate 
author has already been obtained and the bill is jacketed.  Dr. King stated that he feels it would 
probably be better to not proceed with some of the proposed changes this year and re-open the 
practice act again next year for the PAVE language.  It could be difficult to get the bill through 
without the support of the MVMA.   
 



Ms. Osman then asked Dr. Dietl whether he felt the MVMA and AVMA would support the 
PAVE change a year from now.  Dr. Dietl stated that the main objection is that students at the 
Caribbean schools are not required to take the Veterinary Clinical Skills Assessment for PAVE 
and yet their degrees are considered equivalent to the University of Minnesota degree if they 
have taken their senior year at Minnesota.  There will be a new board at the MVMA and Dr. 
Dietl could not speak for that new board and what stand they will take on the matter next year. 
 
Dr. Lawrence stated that with the time constraints and the lack of support by the association, he 
felt it would be best to wait until next year to open the practice act.  He also stated that it 
appeared unlikely that the AVMA would ever be supportive of PAVE.   
 
Mr. Geske stated he feels it would be helpful to get the proposal before the Legislature this year 
even if the odds of the bill passing are not good because it makes legislators aware that there’s an 
issue. 
 
Dr. Lawrence brought up the matter of how the Board will deal with individuals who have been 
licensed in one of the states that currently accepts PAVE. 
 
Ms. Osman asked for Dr. King’s opinion on the direction the Board should take.  Dr. King stated 
that since we’ve already missed one filing deadline, it will be difficult but not impossible to get a 
hearing and get the bill passed this year.  He is willing to devote the time and effort if that is the 
wish of the Board. 
 
Ms. Osman stated she feels waiting until next year on all of the changes seems to be the better 
choice.  Mr. Geske said the only advantage he sees in waiting would be not spending staff time 
this year.  Dr. King and Dr. Hagerty both stated that it would be quite likely that the bill would 
not be heard at all even if the Board decides to proceed and even if the bill is heard, it probably 
wouldn’t pass this year due to the Legislature’s tight schedule. 
 
Dr. Glattly’s motion to move forward with all of the statute changes as proposed was called for a 
vote.  The motion was defeated 3-2. 
 
Ms. Osman moved the Board wait until the 2007 session and bring the entire legislative proposal 
forward at that time.  Dr. Glattly seconded. 
 
Discussion followed regarding whether it would be wise to attempt some, but not all, of the 
proposed changes this year. 
 
Ms. Osman’s motion to table all five items in the proposed statute change was called for a vote.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 
 
 
             
       ____________________________________ 
       John King, DVM 
       Executive Director 


