	BOARD MEETING MINUTES
February 8, 2008 - 10:00 a.m.
Conference Room C, Third Floor
2829 University Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN


Executive Session-10:02 a.m.

(Closed to the Public)

The Board’s Complaint Resolution Committee moved to adopt a Stipulation and Consent Order reprimanding LADC applicant, Kimberly M. Raske, for practicing alcohol and drug counseling without a license. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to adopt the Stipulation and Order carried. 

The Board’s Complaint Resolution Committee moved to adopt a Stipulation and Consent Order conditioning the LADC license of Peter J. Dorsen upon licensure. All Board members present, except Duane Reynolds who abstained, voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to adopt the Stipulation and Order carried. 

Public Session 

1.	Call to Order / Roll Call-10:15 a.m.

Board members present: Cathy Cullen-Benson, Barbara Carlson, Freddie Davis-English, Douglas Frisk, Judi Gordon, Kristen Piper, Duane Reynolds, Walter Roberts, and Nicholas Ruiz

Board members absent: Nona Wilson

Staff members present: Samantha Larson, LADC Licensing Coordinator; Lori Schneider, LPC Licensing Coordinator/Office Manager; Kari Rechtzigel, Executive Director

Others present: Karen Andrews, Assistant Attorney General

2.	Approval of November 15, 2007, Board Meeting Minutes

Kristen Piper moved to approve the minutes. Cathy Cullen-Benson seconded. Chair Ruiz called for a vote on the motion. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the minutes carried.

3.	Staff Member Reports

	A. Kari Rechtzigel announced that Kristen Piper would no longer be able to serve as the Board’s representative on the Health Professionals Services Program (HPSP) Program Committee due to the timing of the meetings. The Committee meets four times per year on Tuesdays beginning at 5:30 p.m. The 2008 meetings are scheduled in the months of February, May, August, and November. Ms. Rechtzigel asked for another Board member to volunteer and to let her know if willing to serve. Kristen Piper noted that the value of attending those meetings was obtaining information about statistics, testing methods, and HPSP operations.

	B.	Lori Schneider provided statistical data in charts she prepared for the Board. Data provided included number of active licenses, pending applications, independent practitioners, and supervised practitioners. Other charts summarized types of licensure methods, gender of applicants and licensees, licensee age range, and supervisor data. 

Ms. Schneider informed the Board regarding Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor (LPCC) issues and activities. Much interest in the LPCC license has been expressed, mostly by current LPC license holders. Staff members have received many questions. Most questions relate to coursework and supervision. Both must be completed before a license can be issued. Staff members can assist applicants with finding the law but explain to applicants that the Application and Licensure Committee members make the decisions regarding coursework and acceptable supervised practice. Roughly 10 LPCC applications have been received to date.

Chair Ruiz asked Ms. Schneider if a report can be generated listing licensees by region. She explained that she can compile a list of licensees by county, but it must be done manually. For that reason, Ms. Schneider provides the licensees by county data approximately twice a year. Her goal is to be able to have the database generate that data in the future. Walter Roberts offered to have graduate students assist with placing the county information on a map.

The following 31 individuals were granted LPC licensure since the last Board meeting in November 2007:

Karen Berg-Moberg			Wayne Theye
Fawn Vogt				Mary Jo Avendano de Bealka
Rebecca Magner			Jean Udesen
Thomas H. Johnson			Andrea Thomas
Dana Osborne				Elizabeth McFadden
Jodi Helseth				Maureen Vogt
Nicole Frye				David Hemingway
Christina Downing			Kathryn J. Larson
Colleen Bailey				Jennifer Wiener
Christine Ubben			Elizabeth Nadler
Judiann Bryant				John Brennan
Elena Walker				Emily Chrysler
Mary Trittipo				Alvin Larson
Shanna Langston			Judy Rotach
Tamara Weisenberger			Christine Farell Lilla
Kathleen Janis


	C.	Samantha Larson reported on the LADC licenses issued in December 2007 and January 2008, and presented statistical information on LADC and Temporary Permit licensure activity. Both credentials are gradually growing in number. Ms. Larson noticed significant temporary permit application activity in the last two months.

The following individuals were issued the LADC license in December 2007:

Carly Anderson			Xee Vang Lum
Laura Anderson			Sonja Mims-Lewis
Michael Cain			Diane Morris
Heather Caine			Rita Ray-Mihm
Roberta Casaday		Maronda Robertson
Susanne Edison-Harris		Kiki Schatz
Melissa Edson			Cindy Schulz
Tiffany Leek			Amanda Schultz-Carlson
Desiree Trobaugh		Scott Warren

The following individuals were issued the LADC license in January 2008:

Kathryn Berscheid		Isaac Rue
Mona Carpenter			Kristine Schmoll
Cassandra Hill			Katherine Seiler
Brian Hoyland			Erica Torgerson
Matthew McCauley		Ann Wylde

Following Ms. Larson’s report, Barb Carlson referred back to the LPC report and noted that many LPCs complain that they are not eligible and cannot get insurance reimbursement. Ms. Carlson reported that she was approved by Blue Cross and the process took one week. Board members expressed enthusiasm and some optimism over the reimbursement issue. Ms. Schneider stated that the Board office receives license verification requests from Blue Cross and other insurers, so LPCs are beginning to be recognized as approved providers. Ms. Carlson noted that Blue Cross required all supervised practice hours to be completed before approval. Walter Roberts noted that reimbursement approval is an evolutionary process that takes time and effort but will inevitably happen. Chair Ruiz noted the effect rumors can have on the process. Some licensees do not apply for reimbursement because they have heard LPCs will not be approved. All licensees are encouraged to be persistent. Barb Carlson noted that sometimes a person will have to apply for approval more than one time. She applied twice to one insurer and was approved the second time. Chair Ruiz noted there is a “mental health practitioner” designation in the Adult and Children’s Mental Health Acts. Licensees should pursue reimbursement questions with the Department of Human Services regarding this classification. Chair Ruiz would like to look into this issue.


4.	Legislative Committee Report (Nick Ruiz; Judi Gordon; Kari Rechtzigel)

Nick Ruiz reported that the Committee met before the Board meeting and has been working on two major issues. The first issue relates to LADC licensure examinations and the second to continuing efforts to add LPCCs to the list of mental health professionals in the Adult and Children’s Mental Health Acts. 

Kari Rechtzigel explained that one of the testing entities in Minnesota notified the Board office that the structure of examinations is changing from a written and oral examination to a single written examination that measures knowledge and skills. The old written examination was designed to measure knowledge and the oral examination was designed to assess skills. Minnesota Statutes section 148C.04, subdivision 4, needs to be updated to more clearly allow for the new examination. Ms. Rechtzigel and Judi Gordon have worked on statutory language changes and will provide it to the rest of the Committee members. The Committee has a meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 14. The Committee would like to pursue the matter in the current legislative session. Judi Gordon explained that the goal is to clarify the statutory language to make it clear to applicants what licensure routes exist: oral and written exam, written exam and 2000 hours of post-degree supervised practice, or comprehensive written exam that measures both knowledge and skills.

The Committee moved the full Board to allow them to pursue the statutory language change to 148C.04. Chair Ruiz called for a vote. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried.

Chair Ruiz reported on the status of legislation to include LPCCs as mental health professionals in the Adult and Children’s Mental Health Acts. He informed the Board that the Minnesota Counseling Association (MnCA) through their Legislative Chair, Renae Ludwig, and their lobbyist, Peg Larsen, sent language to the Revisor’s office for a 2008 bill. The text is from portions of last year’s bill that didn’t pass. Kari Rechtzigel gathered additional language for the bill and sent it to the MnCA representatives. Chair Ruiz and Kari Rechtzigel will work closely with MnCA to ensure that all necessary language is included. Information regarding legislation will be posted on the Board’s website.

Walter Roberts predicted this will be the year for positive things to happen for counselor licensure. Chair Ruiz noted that children’s mental health advocates are in favor of increased mental health providers and the Department of Human Services is not opposed to LPCCs being mental health professionals. As always, the availability of funding is a concern, no matter how small the cost of adding LPCCs as mental health professionals who can provide services to clients and be reimbursed by DHS. Freddie Davis-English expressed concern about funding being cut when there is such need for families to receive mental health services.

5.	Variance Requests

Kristen Piper suggested that a deadline for variance requests be imposed to allow staff members to prepare the materials and Board members to adequately review the requests before Board meetings. Variance requests often arrive at the last minute, sometimes the day before the board meeting. Ms. Rechtzigel agreed that a deadline would be helpful. She commented that her only concern is that requesters would have to wait three months until the next board meeting if their requests were not timely. A suggestion was made that the deadline be one week before the date of the board meeting. Walter Roberts stated he understands both sides of the issue and noted that board meetings are posted months in advance. He is willing to follow the lead of board staff. Lori Schneider stated the staff had discussed the issue the day before the board meeting because they recognized it is an ongoing issue. Five working days in advance of the board meeting is a reasonable suggestion. Ms. Schneider will change the variance request forms to notify requesters when to submit requests to ensure they are considered by the Board.

	A. Sara Anne Cosgrove, MS, LPC

Ms. Cosgrove requested that the Board grant her a variance of Minnesota Rules part 2150.5010, subparts 4.J.(1) and K, which requires licensees to notify the board and submit a new plan when they change supervisors. Walter Roberts and Kristen Piper expressed concern that the licensee did not fill out the necessary forms. Cathy Cullen-Benson stated licensees should know the requirements. Discussion followed regarding the responsibilities of supervisors and licensees. Both parties, especially the licensee, should know what the licensure requirements are. Doug Frisk asked what the consequences would be to the licensee if the variance is denied. Kristen Piper noted it would cost her money to pay for additional supervision. Kari Rechtzigel stated she would lose a year of supervision. Duane Reynolds moved to grant the variance and Freddie Davis-English seconded. Kristen Piper and Walter Roberts voted nay, all other board members present voted “aye,” and the motion to grant the variance carried.

	B. Haley Fox, MA, LPC

Ms. Fox requested a variance of Minnesota Rules part 2150.5010, subpart 3, related to documentation of 45 supervision training hours. Ms. Fox documented 21.5 hours of clinical supervision training and requested that the Board accept 30 hours of training she received at the Department of Corrections to reach the 45 required training hours. Cathy Cullen-Benson stated that those training hours were related to employment supervision skills and were not clinical supervision training hours. Cathy Cullen-Benson moved to deny the variance. Walter Roberts seconded. Barb Carlson recused herself from voting on the variance. All other board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to deny the variance carried.

	C. Daryl Zitzow, Ph.D., LP

Dr. Zitzow requested that the Board grant him a variance of Minnesota Rules part 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in counseling supervision. 

Kristen Piper noted that the supervision location is in greater Minnesota and not the metro area. Nick Ruiz noted Dr. Zitzow’s experience is extensive. Judi Gordon moved to approve Dr. Zitzow as a supervisor for any applicants to date (before February 8, 2008) who have identified him as a supervisor and to inform him that he must clearly identify and document all 45 required training hours before he may supervise other candidates for purposes of meeting LPC supervision requirements. Duane Reynolds seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to grant the variance as modified carried.

[Kristen Piper left the board meeting at 11:35 a.m.]

	D. Nathanael Larsen, Ph.D., LP

Dr. Larsen requested that the Board grant him a variance of Minnesota Rules part 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in counseling supervision. Board members reviewed the documentation provided and noted the training and experience he reported was employment and organization related. Dr. Larsen did describe his informal training. Hardship was not identified. Judi Gordon moved to deny the variance request. Duane Reynolds seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to deny the variance carried.

The Board meeting recessed from 11:46 a.m.to 11:55 a.m.

	E. Charles VanBuskirk, Ph.D., LP

Dr. VanBuskirk requested that the Board grant him a variance of Minnesota Rules part 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in counseling supervision. Doug Frisk moved to approve the variance request and deem Dr. VanBuskirk an approved supervisor. Duane Reynolds seconded. Walter Roberts abstained. Judi Gordon voted nay, all other Board members present voted “aye,” and the motion to approve the variance carried.

	F. David J. Hemingway, MA, LPC

Mr. Hemingway requested that the Board grant him a variance of Minnesota Rules part 2150.5010, subpart 4 (requirement to complete supervision hours with an approved supervisor) despite his supervisor not meeting the 45 hours of training requirement in Minnesota Rules part 2150.5050, subp. 3.C. for the entire duration of his supervision (supervisor did not complete his final 4.5 hours of supervision training until November 9 ,2007, and supervision began June 1, 2007). Cathy Cullen-Benson moved to approve the variance. Judi Gordon seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the variance was granted.

6.	Application & Licensure Committee

	A.	The Committee recommended the following candidate for LADC licensure:

Roberta Stinson

All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the Committee’s motion to approve the candidate for licensure carried. 

7.	Staff Recommended Candidates for Licensure

	A.	Roster of Candidates Recommended for LADC Licensure

Board staff recommended the following candidates for LADC licensure:

Nada Abuzzahab-Borstand
Bradley Benz
Debra Chmieleski
Peter Dorsen
Arland Fanning
Amy Fitzgerald
Luke Goettlicher
Michael Graner
Emily Gunn
Keith Kleinke
Timothy Warme
Kelsey Wentler

Cathy Cullen-Benson moved to approve the candidates for licensure. Duane Reynolds seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the candidates for licensure carried. 

8.	Termination for Non-Renewal of LPC License

Barb Carlson moved to administratively terminate LPC licenses due to non-renewal as identified in a list prepared by Board staff. Freddie Davis-English seconded. All board members present vote “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried. The following LPC licenses were terminated:

Carol Carpenter
Tiram Gamliel
Karen Granquist
Jacqueline Hicks
Cynthia Holland
Kerry Houts
Phyllis Jarvinen
Patricia Olson
Toni Peterson
Catherine Pfeifer
Aaron Rutell

9.	Public Comment Period

No members of the public were present.

10.	Adjournment

Duane Reynolds moved to adjourn the meeting. Multiple board members seconded. Chair Ruiz adjourned the meeting at 12:12 p.m.
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