	BOARD MEETING MINUTES
February 20, 2009 - 11:00 a.m.
Conference Room A, Fourth Floor; 2829 University Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN

Executive Session (Closed to the Public) (11:08 a.m.)

The Board Adopted a Stipulation and Order in the Matter of Sean Michael Anderson, Applicant for Licensure as a Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor.

1.	Public Session Call to Order / Roll Call (11:14 a.m.)

Board members present: Barbara Carlson, Doug Frisk, Judi Gordon, Kristen Piper, Duane Reynolds, Walter Roberts, Nicholas Ruiz, Nona Wilson (arrived at 11:17 a.m.)

Board members absent: Freddie Davis-English

Staff members present: Lori Strom, LPC/LPCC Licensing Coordinator/Office Manager; Samantha Larson, LADC Licensing Coordinator; Kari Rechtzigel, Executive Director

Others present: Nathan Hart, Assistant Attorney General; Janice Krebsbach-Florey, LICSW; Meagan Galbari, Raini Knaeble, Matthew Paymar

2.	Approval of November 14, 2008, Board Meeting Minutes

Duane Reynolds moved to approve the minutes. Kristen Piper seconded. Chair Ruiz called for a vote on the motion. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the minutes carried. 

3.	Staff Member and Board Chair Reports

	A. Executive Director’s Report (Kari Rechtzigel)

Ms. Rechtzigel informed board members of a meeting of the Council of Health Boards scheduled for February 24, 2009, at which an electronic licensing initiative will be discussed. Staff members from the Office of Enterprise Technology will be present. The initiative, if passed during the legislative session, will result in significant surcharges to licensees of the board (10% of every initial licensure fee and renewal fee).

Ms. Rechtzigel reported that on February 17, 2009, she testified before the Housing Policy & Finance and Public Health Finance Committee of the House of Representatives chaired by Rep. Karen Clark. This is a new committee hearing testimony from health licensing boards. Ms. Rechtzigel reported on the history of the board, including difficulties with program debt and the resulting shortage of staff and customer service complaints. Committee members asked questions about the types of complaints the board receives and why there are vacancies on the board.

Ms. Rechtzigel reported that on February 19, 2009, she received a call from the House Republican Caucus Research Department regarding the LPCC legislation. She was able to provide information on the history of the LPCC license and the need for LPCCs to be included in the definition of mental health professional.

With regard to the House Committee question about complaints, Duane Reynolds noted that many recent LADC complaints have been made against practitioners in the unlicensed state prison system programs. Ms. Rechtzigel stated that it is difficult to provide information about complaints because of the data classification. If a complaint is closed, the board office really cannot provide anything but summary data on the number of complaints received, the number closed, etc.

[Nona Wilson, professional board member, arrived. Matthew Paymar, visitor, arrived.]

	B. LADC Program Update (Samantha Larson)

Ms. Larson provided information to the board regarding licensure activity since the last board meeting. The following 7 individuals were issued the LADC license in November 2008:

William Brink				Dennis Taffe
Rose Barrett				Jeremy Swanson
Cynthia Seleski				Andrea Otterness
Jacquilyn Munsell

The following 35 individuals were issued the LADC license in December 2008:

Andrea Adelman			Kristie Lervick
Mary Bauer				Elicia Munns
Megan Bendett				Patricia Oliveira
Antonina Chalupnik			George Pedrick
Gary Christianson			Jose Picon Ayala
Susan Christianson			Sandra Quinn
Mary Dallman-Schaper			Larry Rogers
Anne Ferguson				Jessica Rouillard
Rykki Gagnon				James Schaffer
Joy Halstead				Caroline Schmidt
Michael Hanson			Robert Schnell
Teressa Haubrich			Mary Scripps
Julia Iverson				Stephen Scurr
Erika Jensen				Gregory Sovde
Mary Karver				Jackie Tolbert
Marie Landwehr			Hope Wiklund
Jamie Lano				Kathryn Worre
Catherine Lemon			 


The following 28 individuals were issued the LADC license in January 2009:


Jodi Danielson				Renae Danberry
Kate Daniels				Justin Diehl
Tess Haarstad				Cheyenne Drogsvold
Sean Haggerty				Denise Ferguson
Jerry Holt				Kari Kelso
Maryann Kenjalo			Sarah Litchke
Angela Krone				Cynthia McConnville
Mark Ortner				Adalia McCrea
Nanette Peterson			Mary McNutt
Shelley Skarda				Milan Mockovak
Tara Strack				Kelly Northway
Anthony Williams			Amber Novoselac
Cathryn Caplan				Kysa Thilgen
Todd Connaughty			Mary Turner


The following 16 individuals were issued the LADC license in February 2009:


Gail Beaushesne			Karen McFadden
Edward Bredemus			Cheryl Moebakken
Lisa Czeck				Joseph Petersen
Kathryn Grimaluskus			Patrick Shannon
Lori Hanson				Daena Shortess
Erin Hutton				Marilyn Treloar
Lisa Klein-Conrad			Robert Wharton
Judy Lucas				Jason Yadley

Ms. Larson reported that the board staff is currently processing a large number of license renewals (approximately 600). Ms. Larson further reported that the assistance of Julie Weier, a temporary worker in the BBHT office, has been very helpful with the renewal process. Judi Gordon commended the efforts of Ms. Larson in the licensure process. Ms. Larson noted that when she started working at the board office there were approximately 1600 licensees and now there are almost 2000.


	C. LPC/LPCC Program Update (Lori Strom)

	1. Lori Strom reported on licensure activity since the last board meeting. The following 35 individuals were granted LPC licensure since the last Board meeting on November 14, 2008:

Michelle Johnson			Christina McGreevey
Kathleen Murray			Steven Branco
Mary Ward				Donald Horton
Juliet Beckel				Karen Turner
Cheryl Albrecht				Jennifer Varela
Stacy Santori Bednar			Billy Anderson
Katrina Seitz				Timothy Kruse
Chester Hoernemann			Chester Mulholland
Linda Diaz				Kathleen Upcraft
Carla Hunt				Krista Brenno
Sara Mennen				Constance Eggers
Christine Squier				Jeffrey Glover
Randy Barker				Rebecca Molstad
Ann Conrad				Sharon Goens
Kurt Retka				Shanna Pribyl
Michelin Hegland			Sarah Doll
Stephanie Johnson			Mark Huttemier
Mary Olson

The following 10 individuals were granted the LPCC license since the last board meeting:

Krishone Hughes-Polk			Roger Ballou
Paul Woseth				Joanne Jandro
Jennie Laskow				Daniel Nelson
Marcia Stresemann			Kathleen Janis
Todd Mulliken				Nancy Gregerson

Ms. Strom thanked all Application and Licensure Committee members and Judi Gordon in particular for her assistance in reviewing the new application file backlog and identifying missing information. This has enabled Ms. Strom to more quickly compose letters requesting the necessary items.

	2. Ms. Strom reported that the following 9 LPC licensees voluntarily terminated their licenses since the last board meeting:

Amy Schaffer				Richard Kotovich		Angela Ruppe
Teresa Eakman				Mary Gosen			Suzanne Kishel
Melissa Wetterlund			Melissa Keltgen			David Shade



	D. Board Chair Report – AASCB Convention (Nick Ruiz)

Chair Ruiz reported on what he learned at the American Association of State Counseling Boards (AASCB) meeting in January 2009. There were good presentations on ethics in supervision. Chair Ruiz is willing to send interested board members information electronically on topics discussed at the meeting. He noted that there is a lot of variability among the states on how applications are reviewed and approved. In Virginia, a former board member reviews applications and is paid under a contract to do so. In at least one state, applications are sent to the full board for approval. In one state, all complaints are sent to the full board for review and resolution. 

There is a national credentials registry. Chair Ruiz asked if the Minnesota board could approve reciprocity applications if the applicant was in the national registry. Nathan Hart explained that doing so might help applicants but not the Application and Licensure Committee. The board could not accept a national certificate for licensure in Minnesota without legislation allowing it to do so. The certification is not a credential issued by another jurisdiction. Discussion included how difficult and time consuming it is to review other state requirements, and that it is doubtful that the national registry would collect course syllabi and other documents necessary to determine qualifications for Minnesota licensure. Chair Ruiz concluded his comments by reporting that most state boards are experiencing financial trouble.

4.	Legislative Committee Report (Nick Ruiz)

Chair Ruiz reported that the board is working with the Minnesota Counseling Association on legislation giving LPCCs mental health professional status (HF 0506; SF0503). The bill had its first committee hearing in the Senate. It passed and was referred to the finance committee. There is a fiscal note, so that will be a big hurdle to overcome in this session.

5.	Application & Licensure Committee

	A.	Committee Report on Changes to Review Process

Judi Gordon reported on the committee’s efforts to review and improve the application process. The first priority is to send incomplete application letters out right away. Ms. Gordon personally worked on the backlog of new LPC and LPCC applications. The committee moved the full board to adopt a resolution authorizing one committee member to review and approve applications. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, the committee’s motion carried, and the authorizing resolution was adopted. 

	B.	Committee Roster of Candidates Recommended for LPC Licensure. None.

	C.	Committee Roster of Candidates Recommended for LPCC Licensure. None.


6.	Staff Recommended Candidates for Licensure

	A.	Board staff recommended the following candidate for LPC licensure:

Norma Chitwood

Walter Roberts moved to approve the candidates for licensure. Duane Reynolds seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the candidate for licensure carried. 

	B.	Board staff recommended the following candidates for LADC licensure:

Charity Allen
Del Bacon
Bethani Lawrence
Timothy Ledermann
Frank Marshall
Lori Rolf

Duane Reynolds moved to approve the candidates for licensure. Barb Carlson seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the candidates for licensure carried. 

7.	Termination for Non-Renewal of LPC License

Judi Gordon moved to administratively terminate LPC licenses due to non-renewal as identified in a list prepared by Board staff. Duane Reynolds seconded. All board members present vote “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried. The following LPC licenses were administratively terminated for non-renewal:

Ginger Kaufman			Christine Holt
Christina Vander Pol			David Nelson
Donald Twaddle			Laurie Koltes
Jennifer Markworth			Michelle Maloney
Mark Schmitz				Lori Koshork
Christine Garwick-Foley		

8.	Variance Requests

Variance requests did not follow the order on the agenda. Requests were considered to accommodate interested parties attending the board meeting.


	H.	Janice Krebsbach Florey, LICSW

This request was the first considered by the board. Ms. Krebsbach-Florey requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in supervision. Duane Reynolds moved to approve the variance request for a single instance of LPC and LPCC supervision. Walter Roberts seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried.

	D.	Virginia Vogel, Psy.D., LP

Dr. Vogel’s request was considered second. Dr. Vogel requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in supervision. Doug Frisk moved to approve the variance request for a single instance of LPC and LPCC supervision. Duane Reynolds seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried.

	B.	Cheryl O’Donnell, LICSW (Rhode Island)

Ms. O’Donnell’s request was considered third. Ms. O’Donnell requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in supervision. Doug Frisk moved to approve the variance request for a single instance of supervision so that an applicant’s supervised practice hours completed in Rhode Island may count for Minnesota LPC and LPCC licensure. Judi Gordon seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to grant the variance carried.

[The board took a recess at 12:45 p.m. and reconvened at 1:01 p.m.]

	A.	Rachel Greene, LMFT

Ms. Greene requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in supervision. Walter Roberts moved to approve the variance request. Judi Gordon seconded. Walter Roberts then withdrew his motion. Nathan Hart stated that no hardship was demonstrated. Duane Reynolds moved to deny the variance. Walter Roberts seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to deny the variance carried. It was noted that no supervisee was named in the variance request documents. A comment was made that on-line training in supervision is available.

	C.	Hal Pickett, Psy.D., LP

Dr. Pickett requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in supervision. Doug Frisk moved to approve the variance request for a single instance of supervision. Duane Reynolds seconded. Doug Frisk and Duane Reynolds voted “aye.” Nona Wilson, Walter Roberts, Kristen Piper, Judi Gordon, and Barb Carlson voted nay. The motion failed. Discussion items included requesting that Dr. Pickett provide a letter from a colleague at the University of Minnesota’s Predoctoral Internship Program that would verify his training hours and dates of those training hours as a core faculty member and as a“supervising supervisor” there. Dr. Pickett’s letter to the board states that he “attended supervision meetings weekly and workshops and refreshers annually” in connection with the U of M training program. Another board member noted that if Dr. Pickett’s doctoral program at the Minnesota School of Professional Psychology included a practicum during which he was required to supervise others in a clinical setting, he may provide a copy of his transcript and a description of the course in which he completed that training.

[Barb Carlson left the board meeting.]

	E.	James Wright, LICSW

Mr Wright requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in supervision. Walter Roberts moved to deny the variance request. Nona Wilson seconded. All board members present voted “aye” to deny the variance, except Doug Frisk who voted nay and was opposed to denial of the variance request. The motion to deny carried.

	F.	John Westphal, MS, LP

Mr Westphal requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in supervision. Walter Robers moved to approve the variance request for a single instance of LPC and LPCC supervision. Doug Frisk seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried.

	G.	John P. Cronin, PhD., LP

Dr. Cronin requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in supervision. Doug Frisk moved to approve the variance request for a single instance of LPC and LPCC supervision. Walter Roberts seconded. Doug Frisk, Walter Roberts, and Duane Reynolds voted “aye.” Kristen Piper and Judi Gordon voted nay. Nona Wilson abstained. The motion to grant the variance carried.

9.	Public Comment Period

Nathan Hart reported that the Office of Mental Health Practice is considering withdrawing its legislative package because of potential action by the Social Work coalition. Part of the proposed OMHP legislation would make providing psychotherapy unlawful except for appropriately licensed health professionals or persons exempt from licensure. The Social Work coalition wants to reserve psychotherapy for mental health professionals as defined in the comprehensive children and adult mental health acts. This would exclude LPCs from providing psychotherapy. BBHT’s position is that LPCs are qualified to independently provide psychotherapy. The board should vehemently oppose any legislation that would take a significant portion of the LPC scope of practice away. Walter Roberts commented that such a proposal to limit LPCs from providing psychotherapy is clearly about turf, not about the expansion of mental health care, and goes against the Governor’s proposals on the need for mental health services. When discussed in the light of day it will be seen as such. It flies in the face of anything that the Legislature would ultimately approve. Nathan Hart cautioned that the social work lobby is very strong. In summary, board members noted that such a proposal is obviously about turf but the result will be denial of services to the public.

10.	Adjournment

Walter Roberts moved to adjourn the meeting. All board members present seconded. Chair Ruiz adjourned the meeting at 1:47 p.m.
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