	BOARD MEETING MINUTES
February 15, 2007 - 10:00 a.m.
Conference Room C, Third Floor
2829 University Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN


Executive Session

The Board granted an unconditional license to Alexis C. Houck, MA, LPC.

Public Session

1.	Call to Order / Roll Call

Members Present: Cathy Cullen-Benson, Freddie Davis-English; Judi Gordon, John Meers, Duane Reynolds, Walter Roberts, Jr., Nick Ruiz

Members Absent: Barb Carlson, Doug Frisk, Kristen Piper, Nona Wilson

Staff Present: Kari Rechtzigel, Executive Director; Lori Schneider, LPC Licensing Coordinator/Office Manager; Samantha Larson, LADC Licensing Coordinator

Others Present: Bonnie Freeland, Minnesota Certification Board; Joseph Wehrman, The Citadel, Charleston, SC; Jeff Hokeness, LPC Applicant; Margaret Hastings, MA, LPC

2.	Approval of November 16, 2006, Board Meeting Minutes

Judi Gordon moved to approve the minutes. Duane Reynolds seconded. Chair Ruiz called for a vote on the motion. All members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the minutes carried.

3.	Staff Member Reports

	 
	A. Executive Director’s Report (Kari Rechtzigel)
		1) Budget Data (2008-09 Biennial Operating Budget - Governor's Recommendations) 
		2) FY06 Expenditures and Receipts Data; FY07 Expenditures and Receipts Data

Kari Rechtzigel informed the Board members that the fee increases and new fees the Board proposed were adopted as part of the Governor’s recommended budget. Ms. Rechtzigel further informed the Board that for the first two quarters of the fiscal year the Board’s revenues exceeded expenditures. She stated that both licensing programs still have significant debt, and the Board will have to approach the Legislature next year to address a plan for paying back the debt.



	B. LPC Program Update (Lori Schneider)
· LPC Licenses Issued Since Last Board Meeting
· Licensure Profile Report

Ms. Schneider reported that thirty-six (36) LPC licenses were issued since the last board meeting. Ms. Schneider summarized data she prepared in draft form displaying licensees by county. Hennepin County has the most licensees. Walter Roberts noted that LPCs are located in some of the outstate underserved areas. Ms. Schneider noted she expects to see more applicants seeking licensure through the experienced counselor transition method, as that route to licensure will end July 1, 2007. Nick Ruiz asked Ms. Schneider about the number of supervisor applicants. She reported an increase and attributed it to the number of new graduates seeking licensure.

	C. LADC Program Update (Samantha Larson)
· LADC Licenses Issued Since Last Board Meeting
· Licensure Activity Report

Samantha Larson reported that several applications for licensure were received at the end of the calendar year due to the requirement that state, county, hospital, and school district alcohol and drug counselors be licensed as of January 1, 2007. Ms. Rechtzigel noted that the Board office received several “thank yous” from managers in those settings. Seventy-six (76) licenses were issued since the last board meeting. Ms. Larson also provided the Board with statistical information on licensure and temporary permit activity from 2005 to the present. Three Hundred and Twenty (320) licenses have been issued since BBHT took over the program. Nick Ruiz thanked the Board staff members for their licensure work, and noted that he spoke to an LPC applicant who reported that although she did not get the news she wanted, Ms. Schneider was responsive and informative.

4.	Legislative Committee Report (Nick Ruiz; Kari Rechtzigel; Nathan Hart)

Ms. Rechtzigel provided an overview of the Board’s legislative initiatives. She stated that the history of the Board’s pursuit of a clinical level of professional counselor licensure (LPCC) was well stated in the minutes of the last board meeting. She reported on the legislative directive for a Task Force to explore the necessary standards for master’s level mental health professionals. Ms. Rechtzigel included the Task Force Report along with the following documents for the Board’s review: 

	A.	Information: Task Force Report; Board of Psychology Response
	B.	Information: Task Force Report; Board of Marriage and Family Therapy Response
	C.	Information: Task Force Report; LPC Response (from an individual licensee)

Nick Ruiz reported that Ms. Rechtzigel and members of the Legislative Committee (Ruiz, Gordon) attended meetings related to creation of the LPCC and the Task Force. Dr. Ruiz noted that the Board of Psychology and Board of Marriage and Family Therapy responded to the Task Force Report and objected to the process. Dr. Ruiz noted that BBHT is in a somewhat different position because LPCs are not recognized as mental health professionals.

	D.	Information: Proposed Legislation for 2007 (LPCC, fees, foreign trained persons)

Ms. Rechtzigel described the Board’s legislative package, including the need to increase and create new fees, develop language to enable the Board to review the qualifications of foreign trained applicants, add LPCs to the professional firms list in Minnesota Statutes chapter 319B, and create the LPCC level of licensure. With respect to the LPCC proposal, Ms. Rechtzigel noted that the Board’s Legislative Committee met and added some grandparenting provisions to subdivision 3 for current holders of the LPC license to convert to the LPCC. 

Dr. Ruiz explained the requirements for the LPCC, including degree, continuing education, examination, and supervision. Ms. Rechtzigel explained the transitioning provisions the Legislative Committee worked on in their meeting before the Board meeting. Specifically, LPCs over the next four years will be able to convert to the LPCC without further examination. LPCs will have to show a degree in counseling or a related field and must demonstrate 24 credits in clinical coursework with content in the areas specified in the Task Force Report. They will also have to show 4000 hours of supervised clinical mental health practice with adults and children. 

Nick Ruiz reported on his efforts to obtain sponsors for the Board’s legislation and noted that deadlines for reading of bills was fast approaching.

Walter Roberts noted that the Board has made good efforts to handle all of the issues brought forth by groups with concerns about reimbursement and Department of Human Services standards, etc. Dr. Roberts stated there is a shortage of quality mental health providers in Minnesota and our licensees are quality mental health providers. He noted that the Legislative Committee feels that Board licensees should not be penalized by a set of new standards without consideration of their past preparation and practice through a transition provision. Dr. Roberts noted the following specific example of a shortage of mental health services: during the past week Mankato ISJ Mayo closed their entire psychiatric floor at the hospital for emergency admissions because they do not have qualified staff. He noted that, in his opinion, this is an intolerable situation for a city the size of Mankato. He further stated this situation is an example of the importance of providing preventive mental health services before persons reach a crisis situation. The goal of the Legislative Committee is to honor both the education and skills of current LPC providers and the recommendations made by the Task Force in an effort to increase the number of quality mental health providers.

Cathy Cullen-Benson thanked the committee for the work they have put into the legislative proposal. She questioned why a number of specified hours was not set for work with adults and children and noted that competencies to work with both groups is important. Ms. Rechtzigel explained that practice hours with both groups is necessary to include LPCCs in both the Adult and Children’s Mental Health Acts. The language is general to allow persons to get into the MA reimbursement system. Dr. Ruiz further clarified that practitioners must be competent to treat their client populations and the complaint process addresses allegations of incompetent practice. 

Margaret Hastings, MA, LPC, addressed the Board. She urged the Board to follow the Board of Psychology and Board of Marriage and Family Therapy and reject the Task Force Report. She is in favor of creating the LPCC level of licensure but believes everyone should take a clinical exam. She also believes specific minimum hours for treating children and adults should be set. 

Ms. Rechtzigel and Dr. Ruiz responded to Ms. Hastings’ comments. Ms. Rechtzigel noted that if the Board does not pursue the LPCC legislation as recommended, no professional counselor will ever become a Medical Assistance provider and reimbursement from private insurance will not improve either. The Board will lose licensees. Dr. Ruiz noted that the goal in moving to a tiered license is to assist the citizens of Minnesota and increase the number of qualified providers.

Ms. Rechtzigel again summarized the grandparenting provisions of the LPCC proposal. Walter Roberts moved to proceed with the LPCC legislation, including the grandparenting provision. Cathy Cullen-Benson seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no “nays,” and the motion carried.

	E.	Discussion: ADC Program – Should renewals of temporary permits be limited to three?
		Should permit holders be required to complete continuing education? Should BBHT add
		these changes to the Board’s 2007 legislative proposals?

Judi Gordon moved to have the Board consider the MARRCH proposal to change temporary permit renewals from 5 to 3 and for permit holders to obtain 20 hours of continuing education in the core functions every year. John Meers seconded. Discussion followed. Judi Gordon voted “aye,” all other Board members voted “nay.” Walter Roberts moved to refer the matter to the Legislative Committee for further review. Duane Reynolds seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no “nays,” and the motion carried.

	F.	Discussion: Proposed Law Extending Communication Privilege to Participants in 
		12 Step Support Groups

The Board took no action on this matter.

5.	Variance Requests 

	A. Barbara K. Kneeland, LADC

Cathy Cullen-Benson moved to grant the variance. Duane Reynolds seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no “nays,” and the Board granted Ms. Kneeland a variance to extend the time deadline for completion of continuing education hours.


	B. James E. Koch, Ph.D., LP

Judi Gordon moved to grant the variance. Duane Reynolds seconded. Walter Roberts voted “nay,” all other Board members present voted “aye,” and the Board granted Dr. Koch a variance from requiring that he document 45 hours of formal training in supervision in order to be an approved supervisor for LPCs.

	C. Jeff Hokeness 

Judi Gordon moved to grant the variance. John Meers seconded. All Board members present voted “aye,” there were no “nays,” and the Board granted Mr. Hokeness a variance related to rule definitions and the supervisor who provided his supervision required for LPC licensure.

6.	Application & Licensure Committee A (Nona Wilson; Barb Carlson)

	A.	Committee Roster of Candidates Recommended for LADC Licensure

The Committee had no candidates to recommend for LPC or LADC licensure.

7.	Application & Licensure Committee B (Kristen Piper; Judi Gordon)

	A.	Committee B Roster of Candidates Recommended for LPC Licensure

The Committee moved that the following 8 candidates be approved for LPC licensure:

Melissa Jean Anderson
Lisa JoAnne Rinehart
Daniel Robert Lehnherr
Kraig Warren Skistad
Carolyn Louise Paul
Lisa Marie Pioske
Robert Arthur Gruber
Julie Hathaway

	B.	Committee B Roster of Candidates Recommended for LADC Licensure

The Committee had no LADC candidates to recommend for licensure.

All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried.



8.	Staff Recommended Candidates for Licensure

	A.	Roster of Candidates Recommended for LPC Licensure

Board staff recommended the following 3 candidates for LPC licensure:

Jaime Kay Bonneprise
Tammy Jo Rhine
Melissa Kay Wetterlund

	B.	Roster of Candidates Recommended for LADC Licensure

Board staff recommended the following 8 candidates for LADC licensure:

Emily Ahl
Candace Dostal
Mary Anne Faupel
Warren Fritze III
Timothy Grathwol
Maria Hartofilakidou
Sarah Rucks
Benedict Walz

John Meers moved to approve the candidates for licensure. Cathy Cullen-Benson seconded. Duane Reynolds abstained with regard to two candidates (Dostal; Grathwol) and voted “aye” for the other candidates. All other members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the candidates for licensure carried.

9.	Termination for Non-Renewal of LPC License 

There were no licenses to terminate for non-renewal.

10.	Public Comment Period

No further comments were offered by members of the public.

11.	Adjournment

Walter Roberts moved to adjourn the meeting. Cathy Cullen-Benson seconded. Chair Ruiz adjourned the meeting at 12:45 p.m.



	
	
	





[bookmark: _GoBack]

