BOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 21, 2009 - 11:00 a.m.
Conference Room A, Fourth Floor; 2829 University Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN

Executive Session (Closed to the Public)

The Board adopted an Order for Unconditional License for Martin G. Sherman, LADC.

1.	Public Session Call to Order / Roll Call (11:13 a.m.)

Board members present: Barb Carlson, Marlae Cox-Kolek, Kristen Piper, Judy Sherwood, Duane Reynolds, Walter Roberts, and Nicholas Ruiz

Board members absent: Toni Backdahl, Freddie Davis-English, Doug Frisk, Judi Gordon, Bob Schmillen, Nona Wilson

Staff members present: Kari Rechtzigel, Executive Director; Lori Strom, LPC/LPCC Licensing Coordinator/Office Manager; Samantha Strehlo, LADC Licensing Coordinator

Others present: Nathan Hart, Assistant Attorney General; Beth Prewett, MS, LPC; Liz Odom, MS, LPC; Matthew Paymar, MA, LPC

2.	Approval of May 15, 2009, Board Meeting Minutes

Judy Sherwood moved to approve the minutes. Marlae Cox-Kolek seconded. Chair Ruiz called for a vote on the motion. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the minutes carried. 

3.	Staff Member Reports

	A.	Executive Director’s Report (Kari Rechtzigel)

		1.	E-licensing surcharge language

Ms. Rechtzigel reported that for now the surcharge funds for the Office of Enterprise Technology will be taken from the reserves in the Special Revenue Fund. At some time in the future, BBHT will begin to collect a ten percent surcharge on every initial license fee and every renewal fee for all BBHT licensees (LADCs, LPCs, and LPCCs). 

		2.	Anonymous letter regarding colleges hiring unlicensed counselors

The board received an anonymous letter that an education institution in the Minnesota State College and University (MnSCU) system is advertising for and hiring unlicensed persons to perform counseling services. Nathan Hart noted that a college/university is an exempt setting for which a license is not required to perform counseling services. He stated that most mental health professional licensure laws have this exemption. Walter Roberts stated he agrees with many of the points in the letter and that it is unfortunate that this occurs. 


Kristen Piper noted that it is unlicensed practice but that such practice is not prohibited in Minnesota. Nathan Hart stated the Office of Mental Health Practice (OMHP) law sunsetted and the office no longer exists to accept complaints against unlicensed practitioners. There is no law on the books reserving the right to practice psychotherapy for licensed persons only. 

		3.	Contract with Lynmark Consultingfor new BBHT database

Ms. Rechtzigel informed the board that Lori Strom proposed that BBHT contract for a new database to consolidate the licensing functions of both the LPC/LPCC and LADC programs. The funding for the project would come from technology funds of $100,000 that previously were set aside and unspent funds from the BBHT budget that were available until June 30, 2009. Lori spent a portion of May and all of June to accomplish setting up the contract for this project. Ms. Strom explained the benefits of a single database. Ms. Rechtzigel noted that the Board of Medical Practice agreed to share its database structure with BBHT. All board members supported BBHT sending a letter of thanks to the Board of Medical Practice.

[Variance requests for Beth Prewett and Elizabeth Odom were considered next and taken out of order on the agenda to accommodate the licensees.]

	B.	LADC Program Update (Samantha Larson)

Ms. Larson informed the board that the number of LADCs continues to grow and there are now approximately 2000 LADCs. She noted that the number of temporary permits has decreased due to the single comprehensive exam for licensure. She added that the Minnesota Certification Board (MCB) now offers on-line testing. The exam is still offered only 4 times per year.

Ms. Larson provided information to the board regarding licensure activity since the last board meeting. The following 12 individuals were issued the LADC license in June 2009:

Jean DeRider		Christina Stewart
Bess Harris		Kim Zgodava
Colleen Kietzer		Anne Benson
Debra Patras		Courtney Lovgren
Frank Price		Scott Paul
Monica Revak		Danita Walker

Ms. Larson provided information to the board regarding licensure activity since the last board meeting. The following 23 individuals were issued the LADC license in July 2009:

Michael Halstrom	Sharon Columbus
Alex Johnson		Mark Fischer
Pamela Peterson	Michele Fitzgerald
Brenda Rausch		David Gilman
William Weber-Brown	Pattijo Johnson
Nancy Amos		Steven Lefkowich 
Jessica Bakken		Mark Lewis
Marie Bergloff		Alyssa Nelson
Bruce Biddlecome	Bridget Reinke
James Bruns Jr.		Ashley Strande
Ralph Campbell		Linda Pleissner
Jamie Christopher	

Ms. Larson provided information to the board regarding licensure activity since the last board meeting. The following 14 individuals were issued the LADC license in August 2009:

Jacqueline Bluem	Kimberly Mays
Nathan Erickson	Michele Perron
Katie Fridgen		Daniel Rueckert
Bonnie Hansen		Deborah Ruehle
Duane Helmer		Rowland Stetson
Leslie Hong		Maggie Sturm
Jane Kihl-Kippley	Brian Zirbes

	C.	LPC/LPCC Program Update (Lori Strom)

Ms. Strom informed the board that the National Board for Certified Counselors (NBCC) is also moving to on-line examinations for the National Counseling Exam (NCE) and the National Clinical Mental Health Counseling Exam (NCMHCE). She noted that there are approximately 650 LPC licensees. Chair Ruiz emphasized that the LPC is not “going away” as some rumors have suggested. Judy Sherwood stated that the LPC is a building block and that people need that time with the LPC license to develop and move from the LPC to the LPCC license.

Lori Strom reported on licensure activity since the last board meeting. The following 21 individuals were granted LPC licensure since the last Board meeting on May 15, 2009:

Sarah Stinson		Daena Esterbrooks
Kristine Valdivia	Kristin Muhl
Sheila Hermes		Susan Quilty
Mary Dravland		Christin Seirup
Megan Ries		James Arndt
Joan Kelley		John Romas
Jennifer Matthews	Molly Perry
Harold LeBlanc		Kimberly Dueffert
Jodi Cowan		Mandy Hess
Kathleen English	Amanda Szulczewski
Paige Swimmer		

The following 9 individuals were granted LPCC licensure since the last Board meeting on May 15, 2009:

Tonya Grothe-Bumgardner	Christine Miller
Becky Strelnieks		Magret Dannenfeld
Elizabeth Lemke		Cynthia Fossan
Chad Scott			Laura Cavanaugh
Dakota Baker			

		2.	Voluntarily Terminated Licenses

Ms. Strom reported that the following 3 LPC licensees voluntarily terminated their licenses since the last board meeting:

Angela Siegle
Carolyn Reilly
Ronald Stoltz

4.	Legislative Committee Report (Nick Ruiz)

Chair Ruiz reported that the committee is continuing its work on rewriting the LADC regulations and that the next meeting is scheduled for August 28, 2009. He provided the board with a handout outlining the legislative initiatives that the Minnesota Counseling Association is considering for the next legislative session. One of the items for consideration is to remove the 12 graduate credit requirement for continuing education. The board members noted that there is a historical reason for requiring LPCs to document 60 semester credits in graduate coursework (48 to obtain licensure plus 12 during the first four years of licensure). The requirement for 60 semester credits was to settle a disagreement with opponents so the initial legislation establishing the board and LPC licensure could take place.

[The board took a short recess at 12:35 p.m. and was back on the record at 12:48 p.m.]

5.	Termination for Non-Renewal of LPC License

Kristen Piper moved to administratively terminate one LPC license due to non-renewal as identified in a list prepared by Board staff. Walter Roberts seconded. All board members present vote “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion carried. The following LPC license was administratively terminated for non-renewal:

Mark Syltie
Andrea Thomas

[The board considered the variance request of David Thompson, PsyD, LP, next and took this agenda item out of order to accommodate Matthew Paymar, the supervisee, who was present at the board meeting]


6.	Variance Requests

A.	Shawn Michael Bulgatz, MA, LMFT

Mr. Bulgatz requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in counseling supervision. Neither his variance request nor his supervisor application contained the names of any supervisees who may be affected. A search of the BBHT database revealed that, to date, there is no record that he is supervising or has supervised any LPC or LPCC applicants. In addition, the variance request form indicates Mr. Bulgatz already completed 36 hours of training and planned to finish the hours necessary to reach 45 hours of training by November 30, 2009. There is no need for a variance request once a supervisor has completed the 45 hours of training required for approval. The board tabled the request pending receipt of further information from Mr. Bulgatz.

B.	Heather Cogger, LPC Applicant

Ms. Cogger requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.5010 related to approving supervised practice hours with a non-approved supervisor. Walter Roberts moved to deny the request. Duane Reynolds seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays and the request was denied.

C.	Renee Fasteen, LICSW

Ms. Fasteen requested a waiver/variance of Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires approved supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in counseling supervision. Walter Roberts moved to approve supervised practice hours for a single supervisee completed between 8.21.09 and 8.21.2010 to count for LPC/LPCC licensure requirements. Judy Sherwood seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays and the request was granted for a single instance of supervision. Thereafter, Ms. Fasteen will have to meet the 45 hours of training requirement to supervise other supervisees.

D.	Mary Teresa Freeman, MS, LPC (Georgia)

Ms. Freeman requested a waiver/variance of Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires approved supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in counseling supervision. Duane Reynolds moved to approve the request for a single instance of supervision. Marlae Cox-Kolek seconded. Kristen Piper voted nay. All other board members present voted “aye” and the request was granted.

E.	Steve Gatton, MS, LPC

Mr. Gatton requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.2520 related to the continuing education requirement to complete 12 graduate semester credits in counseling within the first four years of licensure. Minnesota Rules part 2150.2660 sets forth the procedure for requesting extensions to complete CE requirements. Duane Reynolds moved to table the request. Nathan Hart recommended that the board delegate to board staff the authority to review and approve requests for a second extension similar to the authority previously granted to the staff to review and approve initial requests for extensions to complete CE requirements. Walter Roberts moved that board staff be granted the authority to review and approve requests for a second extension to complete CE requirements. Duane Reynolds seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and board staff was delegated the authority to review and approve requests for a second extension to complete CE requirements.


F.	Mary Jo Phillips, MS, LPC

Ms. Phillips requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.2520 related to the continuing education requirement to complete 12 graduate semester credits in counseling within the first four years of licensure and requested a second extension to complete the requirements. Board staff was delegated the authority to review Ms. Phillips’ request.

G.	Beth M. Prewett, MS, LPC

Ms. Prewett requested a waiver/variance of Minn. R. 2150.5010 and asked that the board accept 544 hours of supervision completed with a non-approved supervisor to count for LPCC licensure. Walter Roberts moved to approve the request. Duane Reynolds seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the request was granted.

H.	Elizabeth Odom, MS, LPC

Ms. Odom requested a waiver/variance of Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 4.C. related to the rate of individual face-to-face supervision required for supervised practice hours for LPCC licensure. During the meeting Ms. Odom revised her original request after discussion with the full Board. Walter Roberts moved to approve a request for 50/50 face-to-face and 50/50 electronic means of supervision for individual supervision required. Duane Reynolds seconded. Barb Carlson recused herself from the vote. All other board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the request was granted.

I.	David Thompson, Psy.D, LP

Dr. Thompson requested a waiver/variance of Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires approved supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in counseling supervision. Following discussion, Kristen Piper moved to approve a modified version of the request. She moved that the board approve supervised practice hours for Matthew Paymar completed between September 1, 2009 and January 31, 2010, to count for LPC/LPCC licensure. Marlae Cox-Kolek seconded. Chair Ruiz called for a vote on the motion. Duane Reynolds voted nay, all other board members present voted “aye” and the request was granted.

J.	Thomas Keaveny, LICSW

Mr. Keaveny requested a waiver/variance of Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires approved supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in counseling supervision. The request was received on August 20, 2009. The board tabled the request. Board members voted unanimously to table the request because they could not give meaningful consideration to the request due to the late date of submission. The board will re-review the request at the quarterly board meeting scheduled for November 20, 2009.

Gloria Sabin

Ms. Sabin requested a waiver/variance of Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3.C., which requires approved supervisors to document 45 hours of formal training in counseling supervision. The request was received on August 20, 2009. The board tabled the request. Board members voted unanimously to table the request because they could not give meaningful consideration to the request due to the late date of submission. The board will re-review the request at the quarterly board meeting scheduled for November 20, 2009.

K.	Ms. Bharati Acharya, MA, LPC

Ms. Acharya requested a variance to Minn. R. 2150.2520, subpart 1, related to the requirements for graduate credits to be completed at an accredited school or program. She requested that the board accept coursework she completed at Dulwich Centre in Australia. Duane Reynolds moved to deny the request. Walter Roberts seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the request was denied.

L.	Gerald M. Halvorson, LMFT (Expired) - Rescind

Duane Reynolds moved to rescind the variance request to Minn. R. 2150.5010, subpart 3, dated April 17, 2009, that was considered and granted by the Board of Behavioral Health and Therapy at its meeting on May 15, 2009. Walter Roberts seconded. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the previously granted request was rescinded.

7.	Public Comment Period

8.	Adjournment

Barb Carlson moved to adjourn the meeting. Judy Sherwood seconded. Chair Ruiz adjourned the meeting at 1:55 p.m.
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