	BOARD MEETING MINUTES
April 21, 2005, 12:30 p.m.
Conference Room C, Third Floor
2829 University Avenue SE, Minneapolis, Minnesota


Executive Session: In the matter of Alexis Houck, applicant. The board voted to adopt the stipulation and consent order proposed by the Complaint Resolution Committee.

I.	Call to Order; Roll Call (1:03 p.m. following Executive Session):

Members Present: Catherine Cullen-Benson; Maria DuPree, Patricia Fogal; Doug Frisk; Judi Gordon; Kristen Piper; Duane Reynolds; Walter Roberts, Jr.; Nick Ruiz

Members Absent: Freddie Davis-English; Kaarin Long

Staff present: Lori Schneider, Licensing Coordinator; Robyn Koppy, Communications Coordinator; Nathan Hart, Assistant Attorney General

II.	Approval of March 17, 2005 Board Meeting Minutes

Dr. Roberts asked if there were any corrections or objections to the minutes. Hearing none, Pat Fogal moved that the board approve the minutes as written. Maria DuPree seconded. Dr. Roberts called for a vote on the motion. All board members present, except Kristen Piper who abstained because she was not at the March meeting, voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the minutes carried.

III.	Transition Report

Lori Schneider gave the transition report. Lori Schneider and Robyn Koppy participated in an interview of Lisa Hinck for a support staff position for the LADC program. The interview went well and staff recommend her highly. The Department of Health offered Lisa the position and she will begin on April 25, 2005.

Ms. Schneider went on to report that Mr. Chris Luhman, the network administrator for the health licensing boards, has been working with staff at the Department of Health to convert the LADC database to one that will work from the board’s computer system so staff will have access to the data when they move to BBHT. He has provided a test environment to encourage them to convert their database from Oracle to SQL.



Ms. Schneider has been working with GL Suite on the LPC database, including complaint and compliance issues. She has been using the test environment to test the system. The goal is to have a database in place by July 1, 2005.

Robyn Koppy has been ordering supplies and coordinating with staff at the Health Department to make sure they have what they need when they move to the BBHT office.

Duane Reynolds asked if the board staff has received information from the Department of Health about their progress on complaint investigations and licensure issues. Ms. Schneider responded that staff members have not received much information. She added that Kari Rechtzigel has asked for information. Nathan Hart added that the manager of the Health Investigations Division at the Attorney General’s Office (AGO) met with Susan Winkelmann at the Health Department regarding complaint investigations last month. They discussed the backlog of complaint investigations and background checks.

Dr. Roberts asked if all of the duties being transferred from the Health Department to BBHT relate to LADCs. He inquired if any duties related to regulation of unlicensed mental health practitioners are being transferred. Mr. Hart responded that only the LADC regulatory duties are being transferred to BBHT. Ms. Fogal asked how many licensees hold the LADC credential. Staff responded that there are approximately 1500 LADCs and temporary permit holders. Mr. Hart added that there are approximately 300+ open investigative case files. Mr. Hart spoke with the investigations manager at the AGO, who stated it was his impression that Health did not plan to do much to clean up their docket of open cases before transferring the program to BBHT. Ms. Piper voiced concern about the effect of this on the board’s budget. Mr. Hart stated that the LADC program funding to pay for services is also being transferred to BBHT. Mr. Hart clarified that the LADC program collects significant revenues and that a surcharge has been levied to take care of the budget deficits from previous years. Dr. Roberts added that it will be better for the board not to take on extra investigative cases. Mr. Hart stated that Hollice Allen, Investigations Manager at the AGO, believes investigations can be done more efficiently with his investigators which should alleviate some concerns about costs. 

Judi Gordon stated she has been questioned about whether the board will continue to provide an oral examination. Mr. Hart explained that if the board’s proposed legislation does not pass, the board will have to continue to provide the oral exam in some fashion. The oral will still be an option even if the legislation passes. Duane Reynolds said there has been some discussion between Health and Lance Egley about his continuing to provide services related to the oral examination. The last oral examination Health will give is on May 21, 2005. Lori Schneider mentioned Bonnie Freeland from the Minnesota Certification Board (MCB) as a resource regarding testing. Judi Gordon stated someone testing with MCB must take both their oral and written examinations through that entity. It is her understanding that a person who has taken the NADDAC written exam may not take the oral exam through the MCB and must opt for supervision if the legislation passes. Duane Reynolds estimates there are approximately 200 temporary permit holders. A permit can be renewed for five years. It is unknown how many of these persons are actively pursuing finishing the examinations for licensure. Mr. Hart stated Bonnie Freeland has spoken with Kari Rechtzigel regarding offering the written and oral exams for licensure candidates, permitting someone to take one or the other or both exams.

IV.	Application & Licensure Committee

A. Update on the application review process 

Kristen Piper informed the board about improvements to the application review process. Committee members will begin taking copies of licensure files home to review instead of coming to the board office and meeting for several hours at a time. The committee meets regularly on the Friday morning the week before board meetings. Some files are incomplete when they are received and it takes a period of time to gather the missing information, so the committee’s policy is to review completed files according to the date the board first received the application. The committee also decided to permit board staff to review and approve applications from applicants who are Licensed Psychological Practitioners (LPPs) or who are applying through reciprocity. Two staff members must review and approve those files. Nick Ruiz noted there are four committee members and asked how many must be in agreement on the licensure files. Ms. Piper stated three out of the four committee members must agree. She noted the most difficult issue in reviewing the files is evaluating whether an applicant has completed course work in all ten areas set out in statute. Course titles do not always describe the full content of the course. The University of Minnesota has submitted information to the board related to the ten course content areas and which of their courses fall into those areas. It would be helpful to have this information from other universities. This idea will be pursued. Dr. Ruiz said there is a meeting of representatives from several counseling programs in May. He will attend that meeting and this idea can be discussed in that forum.

B. Roster of Candidates Recommended for Licensure

Ms. Piper, on behalf of the committee, presented a list of 25 candidates for licensure, issue date of May 1, 2005, to the board. The committee moved that the board approve the list of candidates for licensure. There was no discussion. Dr. Roberts called for a vote on the motion. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the candidates for licensure carried. The names of the licensees are:

	00150 Peter Carlson
	00159 Brenda Kittilson
	00168 Dianne Seger

	00151 Deborah Haddock
	00160 Kevyn Ziemann
	00169 Linda Fauchald

	00152 Daniel Nelson
	00161 Barbara Boehm
	00170 Kama Jensen

	00153 Ronald Mahnke
	00162 Carrie Bravinder
	00171 Catherine Corbett

	00154 Patricia Olson
	00163 Michael Boehm
	00172 Susan Crosby

	00155 Lucinda Anderson
	00164 Megan Patterson
	00173 Jennifer Dease

	00156 Jennifer Elsesser
	00165 Daniel Bachicha
	00174 Alexis Houck

	00157 Bobbi Benner
	00166 William Attridge
	

	00158 Amy Langler
	00167 Jerry Severson
	



Following approval of the roster of candidates for licensure, Judi Gordon added that she estimates it takes approximately 12 hours to review all the elements of an application. Having information from universities on course content will probably save some hours of review time. Ms. Piper stated some course titles change over time. Dr. Ruiz stated universities usually keep records on program courses for several years for accreditation purposes.

V.	Legislative Committee Report

Dr. Ruiz reported on legislative activities following the last board meeting. At that time, the board was only aware of Minnesota Counseling Association’s issues with and interest in the board’s proposed legislation. During a meeting of the House subcommittee reviewing BBHT’s bill, Kari Rechtzigel learned that several persons representing other mental health professions or consumer groups had concerns or questions about several portions of the board’s proposed legislation. They had several portions of the bill stricken at that legislative subcommittee meeting. In response, at Representative Abeler’s suggestion, Kari Rechtzigel and Dr. Ruiz attended a meeting with several of these persons in an effort to come to some understanding about the proposed language. Meeting participants included Melissa Engstrom and Renae Ludwig from the Minnesota Counseling Association; Brier Miller, president of the Minnesota Association for Marriage and Family Therapy; Hans Skulstad, Legislative Chair for the MN Association of Marriage and Family Therapy; Tom Keliher, lobbyist for the Minnesota Psychological Association; Peg Maude-Griffin, Secretary of the Minnesota Psychological Association; Pam Luinenburg from the Minnesota Coalition of Licensed Social Workers, Alan Ingram from NASW-MN; Ron Brand, consultant for the Mental Health Association; Mary Regan, Executive Director of the Minnesota Council of Child Caring Agencies; and Gary Cox from the Department of Human Services Children’s Mental Health Division.

Dr. Ruiz reported on concerns raised at that meeting. Dr. Ruiz feels the board took a step forward in responding to the concerns of these other mental health groups in the interest of safeguarding the public. Dr. Roberts stated it has been a very challenging month and BBHT has forged some connections and made a good faith effort to address various concerns from groups with different angles. BBHT wants to be given the chance and the opportunity to clarify and respond to questions before assumptions are made and rumors are spread. BBHT has been able to successfully address issues when notified.

Ms. Piper asked the present status of the legislation. The legislative process was discussed. Dr. Roberts stated that if the legislation passes it will not solve all of our problems, but it will enable us to address many of the problems with our statues.

Dr. Roberts asked some questions about legislation affecting LADCs. Judi Gordon talked about efforts to get “exempt” persons licensed. City, state, and county alcohol and drug counselors have another year before licensure is required. The licensure exemption was removed for hospitals and reservations. They did not oppose this move toward licensure. The option of completing 2000 hours in lieu of an oral exam is favorable to the professional association.

VI.	Policy and Rules Committee - 

Mr. Hart reported on testimony that took place on March 22 at the hearing on the board’s proposed supervision rules. Not all testimony was related to the rules issue. The administrative law judge permitted persons to testify regarding their concerns about the board. It gave the board an opportunity to address misperceptions and correct misinformation and educate those present. It may also have encouraged scrutiny of the board’s proposed legislation. The supervision rules are awaiting a ruling from the ALJ. Mr. Hart explained the procedures necessary to adopt the three other rules that are going forward without a hearing. To avoid missing a technical requirement in the rules process, he advised the board to sign resolutions "adopting" rules and authorizing the Executive Director to sign orders of adoption for each of the three rules that did not involve a public hearing. The Rules Committee moved that the board approve the resolutions adopting the rules.

Dr. Roberts called for a vote on a resolution to adopt the rules governing License Renewals and Termination of License, Minnesota Rules parts 2150.0050 to 2150.0160. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the resolution carried.

Dr. Roberts called for a vote on a resolution to adopt the rules governing Conduct, Minnesota Rules parts 2150.7500 to 2150.7610. All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the resolution carried.

Dr. Roberts called for a vote on a resolution to adopt the rules governing Continuing Education, Minnesota Rules parts 2150.2500 to 2150.2660 All board members present voted “aye,” there were no nays, and the motion to approve the resolution carried.

VII.	Public Comments – There were no public comments today.

Dr. Roberts asked board members if there were other matters for the board to address. Judi Gordon asked about the security of the board’s internet web site. She mentioned the security breach at the Health Professionals Services Program and that private data was accessed. Ms. Gordon would like to have a plan for protection of our data. Mr. Hart clarified that someone cracked the HPSP database system and accessed the names of health professionals in their diversion program. When HPSP notified program participants of the breach, errors occurred in the notification letters resulting in more data dissemination. Lori Schneider informed the board of safeguards in place for the board offices and that Chris Luhman continually monitors this. Ms. Schneider will provide further information on security to the board at a later meeting.

Mr. Hart notified the board of legislation regarding regulation of unlicensed mental health practitioners. Senator Kiscaden has introduced language in the omnibus bill to transfer regulation of these persons from the Health Department to a committee of all health licensing boards whose licensees provide mental health services. The proposed funding for this regulatory responsibility will be from the Special Revenue Fund and not from individual board budgets.

Mr. Hart spoke to the board about the Governor’s Drive to Excellence. One of the proposals involves consolidation of licensure activities in a central point. The Governor did sign executive orders to implement proposals made in the Drive to Excellence report. These proposals apparently will be implemented over an eight-year period. In the short term, nobody knows what it means. Mr. Hart also noted that a $5 surcharge on each professional license issued is being proposed to fund this initiative beginning in fiscal year 06.


VIII.	Adjournment

Kristen Piper moved for adjournment of the meeting. Judi Gordon seconded. The meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.
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