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Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

EIGHT HUNDRED EIGHTY SEVENTH MEETING 
 

 
At approximately 9:00 a.m. on April 1, 2020, the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy met in Conference 

Room C at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis,  
Minnesota – and by telephone - for the purpose of conducting a general business meeting. Mr. Stuart 
Williams, Board President, attended the meeting in Conference Room C, along with Executive Director  
Dr. Cody Wiberg and Office Manager Tami Wier. Board Members who attended by telephone were: Dr.  
Stacey Jassey, Dr. Mary Phipps, Dr. Amy Paradis, Dr. Joseph Stanek, Mr. Rabih Nahas, Dr. Andrew 
Behm, Ms. Samantha Schirmer, and Mr. James Bialke. Also in attendance by telephone were the Board’s 
Deputy Director, Dr. Beth Ferguson; Assistant Attorney General, Mr. Hans Anderson; and Board staff  
members, Ms. Ame Carlson, Ms. Michele Matilla, Mr. Steven Huff, Dr. Aaron Patterson, Dr. Kelly 
Hadsall, and Ms. Jill Phillips.  
 
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the governor’s declaration of a peacetime emergency pursuant 
to Minn. Stats. §12.31 in Executive Order 20-01, the meeting was conducted by telephone. Interested 
individuals were able to monitor the open session of the meeting remotely by telephone at no charge. 

President Williams called the meeting to order. A quorum was confirmed. The Board went 
into open session. The first item on the agenda was the minutes of the February 19, 2020 business 
meeting. After discussion by the Board, President Williams declared the minutes approved. 

Next, the Board reviewed the minutes from the March 26, 2020 meeting. After discussion, the 
minutes were approved as distributed with clarification that, when modifying the Board’s COVID-19 
FAQ document, Dr. Wiberg was only required to consult with the Board’s president or vice president 
on variances and matters requiring enforcement discretion – and not on matters that simply stated new 
facts.  

Next, the Board considered the Consent Agenda. After discussion, Mr. Bialke moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda as distributed. Dr. Phipps seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously using roll call voting.      

 The Board then considered the Remainder of the Agenda. President Williams requested to 
add the NABP annual meeting to the agenda. With no further comments or requests, Mr. Bialke 
moved to approve the agenda with the addition of the NABP meeting. Dr. Stanek seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously using roll call voting.  

     Next on the agenda were policy and variance reviews deferred to the full Board so that 
certain members could recuse themselves. Since the meeting was conducted by telephone, Board 
members were required to abstain from voting on the variance and policy requests that involved 
pharmacies owned by their employers. The Variance and Policy Review Committee report included 
in the packet of meeting materials contained details of the requests.  
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           After discussion on the Variance and Policy Review Committee report by the Board members, 
President Williams asked that the recommendations of the VPRC be seconded.  A roll call vote was taken. 
Dr. Paradis abstained from approval of all variance and policy reviews for Sterling Drug, Dr. Stanek 
abstained from approval of all variance and policy reviews concerning Mayo Clinic, and Dr. Phipps 
abstained from CentraCare’s variance and policy reviews. The recommendations from the Variance and 
Policy Review Committee were unanimously approved through roll call voting with the noted exceptions 
for Dr. Paradis, Dr. Stanek, and Dr. Phipps and one abstention by Mr. Nahas on the variance concerning 
the pharmacy in Pine Island, Minnesota.  
 

With no additional variances before the Board, the Board next discussed the status of future 
meetings and the handling of variance requests during the COVID-19 pandemic. Dr. Wiberg asked 
the Board to cancel the Variance and Policy Review Committee and Business meetings for May. 
After a discussion of options the Board could provide for variance requests so that licensees’ needs 
were addressed in the interim during the pandemic, the Board also discussed providing a temporary 
delegation of authority to the Executive Director and Deputy Director to extend a variance request up 
to 90 days, approve a variance, or deny a variance request. Dr. Stanek moved to cancel the two 
meetings in May as recommended.  Dr. Jassey seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously 
using roll call voting.  

After additional discussion on granting the Executive Director and Deputy Director temporary 
authority to extend a variance, approve a variance request, or deny a variance request, Dr. Stanek 
moved to temporarily grant the authority as discussed to the Executive Director, and to the Deputy 
Director in the Executive Director’s absence or incapacitation, with the stipulation that Dr. Wiberg 
update the Board on the extensions, approvals, or denials at the next Board meeting. Mr. Bialke 
seconded the motion. The motion passed with one abstention, by Dr. Paradis, using roll call voting. 

 
The next agenda item for the Board was the attendance at the NABP Annual Meeting 

conference call on May 14, 2020. NABP asked the Board to designate a delegate and an alternative 
delegate for the conference call. President Williams designated himself as the delegate, Dr. Jassey as 
the alternative, and Dr. Wiberg as a second alternative delegate for the conference call. After Board 
discussion, Dr. Behm moved to approve the delegation as discussed. Mr. Bialke seconded the motion. 
The motion passed with one abstention using roll call voting.   

  
Dr. Wiberg then provided an update on the cancellation of the District V Meeting in Canada this 

year. The meeting will be rescheduled in 2021. The report was informational only, no action was 
necessary.   

 
With no other business before the Board, President Williams asked if there were any more 

comments. Ms. Carlson asked the Board to approve a 60-day period for Board staff to respond to policy 
review inquiries. After Board discussion, Mr. Bialke moved to approve the 60-day response period. Dr. 
Behm seconded the motion. The motion passed with one abstention using roll call voting. 

 
At approximately 9:48 a.m., with no other business before the Board, President Williams declared 

the open session adjourned and noted that the Board would enter closed session to discuss licensee 
disciplinary cases.   
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