
MINNESOTA BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 
2829 University Avenue SE, Suite 403, Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(651) 201-2762 
 

April 1, 2015 Board Meeting 
 

The Minnesota Board of Optometry met on Wednesday, April 1, 2015 in the Conference Room 
of Suite 403, University Park Plaza Building, 2829 University Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN for 
the purpose of conducting such business as would normally come before the Board. 
 
Roger Pabst, O.D., President called the meeting to order at 9:59 AM.   
  
Introduction of all board members was completed: 
Present were: 
Kari Slotten, Public Member 
Ron Czerepak, Public Member   
Roger Pabst, O.D. 
John Muellerleile, O.D.   
Patrick O’Neill, O.D.  
Michelle Falk, O.D. 
Don Sipola, O.D. 
 
Also present were: 

Jennifer Middleton, Office of the Attorney General 
Luke Clayton, Office of the Attorney General  
Beth Coleman, Minnesota Optometric Association 

 Randy Snyder, Executive Director 
 
Members Absent: none 
 
The roll call was completed via introductions of new members and a quorum declared present.  A 
motion to approve the agenda was made by Falk and seconded by Muellerleile.  Motion passed.   
 
Minutes of the September 24, 2014 board meeting, with the addition of new licensees listing in 
the meeting prepared minutes were approved; motion by Sipola, seconded by Muellerleile, and 
the minutes were approved.   
 
The new licensee report was approved as presented with motion to approve by Slotten, second by 
Falk.  The board directed staff to work with the developers to include the year of graduation and 
the School of Optometry in this report.   The following applicants/new licensees requesting a 
Minnesota Optometry license were presented to the Board. Each applicant has provided 
documentation meeting the requirements for licensure by examination in the state of Minnesota 
as a licensed optometrist.  The board approved a delegation of authority for board staff to initially 
license candidates that provide an application with all requirements clearly met.   
 
Angelo Tocco 
Kevin Cassin 

Jessica Keller 

 



 

 

The February 28, 2015 financial report was provided.  Revenue is tracking ahead of budget and 
expenses lower than budgeted.  The one exception is legal expense which is 19% over budget to 
date.  
 
 
An overview of Senate File 383 was provided and is moving forward with Chief Author Senator 
Vicki Jensen, (D) Owatonna again providing leadership in the Senate.   Representative Roz 
Peterson (R ) Lakeville is the House author. Considered our housekeeping bill, seven policy 
committees have passed it through the various committees and recommended it to pass.  Both 
Finance Committees will be the last stop with those committee meetings being scheduled in 
April.  If fees are allowed to be raised, the board will look at their statutory guidelines and 
minimum requirements and set the fees for the next year.  The seven year MNIT surcharge of 
10% will be sunset on June 30, 2015.   Two other bills affecting the Minnesota Board of 
Optometry were shared;  The military temporary licensure bill of 2014 would have required the 
board to potentially engage in formal rule writing and was granted $10,000 spending authority.  
The board participated with six other health licensing boards that don’t possess statutory authority 
to issue an acting permit and a bill was drafted with the MBO as passive supporters.   Most 
Optometrists can be issued a license in 48 hours when all documentation is received. A third bill 
on temporary suspensions is being added to Chapter 214 which applies to all health licensing 
boards and relates to emergency suspensions.   Sipola moved to accept the Legislative Update 
provided by Snyder; seconded by Falk.  Motion carried.  
 
With the recently implemented online license renewal process under review, the board was asked 
to review the current statutory questions and approve them.  The terms ‘employer’ and 
‘involuntarily’ revoked were added to the four questions and will be requested to be forwarded to 
the developer.  A motion to approve was made by Muellerleile, second by Falk.  Motion carried.  
 
The Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry (ARBO) delegates were named;  Dr. Patrick 
O’Neill will be the Minnesota State Delegate with Dr. Muellerleile and Randy Snyder also 
approved to attend the June meeting.  Motion by Sipola, Seconded by Falk.  Motion carried.  
 
The ARBO Annual State Report request for information was discussed by the Board.  A response 
draft will be prepared by Snyder and finalized by O’Neill and Muellerleile prior to the May 12 
deadline.   
 
The Board reviewed multiple policy issues presented to them in the past months and discussed 
the following: 
 

• A request by California in their attempt to regulate ‘mobile optometric facilities’ was 
discussed.  Minnesota does not have specific regulations on mobile optical/optometric 
facilities.  

• The West Virginia board is reviewing with ARBO the emerging field of telemedicine.  
The board will continue to monitor best practices for public safety while these business 
models promote correction and purchasing of eye glasses and not always focused on eye 
health as provided by the medical approach. The MOA continues to review kiosks and 
online exams.  This will continue to be discussed at future meetings as Minnesota 
Optometrists are monitoring this emerging trend as well.  

• Pennsylvania will now only provide an electronic license verification and again, advances 
in technology comparing to the paper model and primary validation and verification of an 
out of state license is the countering argument.  The board will monitor and will require 
primary verification of all required items before a Minnesota license will be issued.     



 

 

• The recent Supreme Court ruling for the North Carolina Dental Board will discussed with 
the focus being that health licensing boards’ must assure that they focus on public safety 
and not protection of the profession.   

• A previous email from a private optical company was shared with the board after 
previous discussion with the Executive Committee.  The company originally requested 
legal interpretation of Minnesota Statutes 148.56 Subd 3 which reads ‘ nor to sales upon 
prescription form persons legally authorized by the laws of this state.  They were directed 
to engage their legal counsel.  

 
A lengthy discussion took place on Minnesota Rules 6500.2900; Reinstatement of License.   A 
request for a waiver from subp 2 was reviewed and it was requested that staff review the section 
in rules and gave direction to engage the AAG to determine if board authorization to waive any 
portion or all exists.  For the ARBO attendees, direction to initiate and gather data from other 
state’s reinstatement of license statutes or rules and other Minnesota health licensing boards.   An 
initial report will be offered to the July 8th board meeting. The board did not make a decision on 
the individual request for waiver and it will be held over.   A motion directing this action was 
made by Sipola and seconded by Slotten.  Motion carried. 
 
The report by Dr. Pabst spoke to the multiple national meetings taking place to balance 
optometrists’ business practices with public safety as he currently serves as the Chair of ARBO.   
 
Dr. Falk shared an update on the PMP program and the HPSP program as she serves as the board 
delegate.  HPSP was extensively reviewed and recommended improvements during the recent 
Office of the Legislative Auditor Board of Nursing audit.   
 
There was no Council of Health Boards meeting.   
 
Snyder shared the FARB report which is the Federation of Association of State Regulatory 
Boards.  The January meeting was well received this year by some of the other boards that 
attended, intended for any board member but especially valuable for the public members.  
 
Dr. Sipola noted that work on the state jurisprudence exam could be initiated even though the 
statutes are still not enacted.  The most likely date of enactment would be August 1, 2015.  Dr. 
Sipola and Dr. Falk will review the current data bank of examination questions and make 
recommendations at the next meeting.   
 
The 2016 open appointments electronic link from the Secretary of State’s office will be sent to 
Board member Sipola with the nominations for that position opening in November. 2015.   
 
Dr. Pabst noted that with his involvement at the national level and other volunteer obligations that 
he would prefer to not be an officer.   
 
Election of officers took place with nominations requested by Randy Snyder.  Pabst nominated 
Patrick O’Neill for the position of Chairperson of the board, seconded by John Muellerleile. 
Other nominations were requested.  A unanimous ballot motion was made by Muellerleile, 
seconded by Sipola with all voting aye.   
 
Nominations were opened for Vice Chairperson.  John Muellerleile was nominated by Roger 
Pabst, seconded by Michelle Falk.  Other nominations were requested.  A unanimous ballot 
motion was made by Falk, seconded by Pabst with all voting aye.  
 



 

 

Nominations for Secretary were requested.  Don Sipola was nominated by Muellereleile, 
seconded by Slotten.  Other nominations were requested.  A unanimous ballot motion was made 
by Pabst, seconded by Slotten with all members voting aye.  
 
Committee membership will be assigned shortly by Chair O’Neill.  If interested in a different 
committee or assignment board members should contact Dr. O’Neill who will make the 
appointments.   
 
The board will conduct the next regularly scheduled business meeting on July 8, September 23 
2015, January 13, and March 23, 2016.  
 
Meetings are open to the public and normally held at University Park Plaza, 2829 University 
Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:03 PM by O’Neill and seconded by Falk.  Motion carried with 
the next call of meeting to be July 8, 2015 at 10:00 AM.  A conference will be held at 11:30 AM.  
    
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Randy Snyder 
Executive Director 
 
Approved by  

 
 
Don Sipola, O.D. 
Secretary  


