REGULAR BOARD MEETING

University Park Plaza

University Conference Room A – 4th Floor

2829 University Avenue S. E.

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

January 16, 2004

Members Present:
Kathleen Beehler, LSW

Miriam Bergmark, Public Member

Anthony Bibus, III, LISW, Vice Chair
Jane Braun, LSW

Roy Garza, LGSW

Marilyn Kiloran, LICSW
Peter Langseth, LSW, Chair
Kenneth Middlebrooks, Public Member

Anoma Mullegama, LICSW 

Steven Sawyer, LICSW
Members Absent:
Paul Gaston, LSW
Margaret Sebring Khali, LSW
Timothy Schmidt, Public Member
Antonia Wilcoxon, Public Member, Secretary-Treasurer

Barbara Butts Williams, Public Member

Staff Present:

Louis Hoffman, Compliance Director



Sheryl McNair, LICSW, Staff Social Worker
Connie Oberle, Office Manager

Kate Zacher-Pate, LSW, Assistant Director
1.
PROPOSED AGENDA

Chair Langseth called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.; a quorum was present.  It was announced that John Berns, the Governor’s Director of Appointments, would attend a portion of the meeting.  Also, Compliance Director Hoffman noted an additional case would be presented for review.  A motion was made by Kiloran, and seconded by Beehler, to approve the agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.
2.
MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 21, 2003 MEETING

A motion was made by Bibus, and seconded by Bergmark, to approve the minutes for the November 21, 2003 Board meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.
3.
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Kate Zacher-Pate
· Zacher-Pate reported that she is the Board’s Acting Director until Executive Director Merriman returns from medical leave in March.
· Langseth was welcomed as the Board’s newly appointed Chair, and Bibus as the Vice Chair.  Sawyer was thanked for his service as the former Chair.
· Building Lease:  The Boards’ final approval of the new lease agreements should occur by early February.
· Online Renewals and New Website:  These new services were live and operational January 13.  Board members were encouraged to look at the website.  A thank you was extended to the technical staff and Connie Oberle for their work on these projects.  Eventually Board minutes, handbooks, curriculum module and some forms will be accessible online.

Social Work is the first Board to pay online bank charges and transaction fees associated with online renewals.  The fee charged is 2% of the application fee plus 50 cents for renewing online.  At a 50% participation rate, the cost to the Board would be $4500 per year.  Currently, application for licensure and renewals requiring supervision are not available online.


Online services will be promoted in the March renewal mailing and on the automated telephone system.  A press release will be sent to the Advisory Committee. 
· Conferences:  
· FARB:  Garza, Mullegama, and staff member McNair will attend February 6-8, 2004.  
· ASWB-New Board Member Training:  Garza will attend March 12-14, Culpeper, VA; Middlebrooks will attend June 25-27, Chantilly, VA; Butts Williams will attend August 27-29, Salt Lake City, UT.
· ASWB:  Spring Education Meeting, April 29-May 2, 2004, Calgary, Alberta, Canada.  A motion was made by Braun, and seconded by Sawyer, to direct Board staff to ask the Department of Employee Relations for its approval of two Board members’ attendance at the ASWB conference in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.
· Board Member Appointments:  The Governor’s Office has not appointed replacements for the three positions which ended January 5, 2004.  Bibus applied for reappointment and he will have a phone interview with the Governor’s Appointment Office on January 20, 2004.  A motion was made by Garza, and seconded by Sawyer, to have the Board send a letter of recommendation to the Governor’s Office in support of Bibus’ reappointment to the Board.  The motion carried unanimously.  (Zacher-Pate will ask other Executive Directors if they make recommendations.)
· Health Governance Study:  Anna Bonelli completed the study and gave a presentation to the Council of Health Boards on December 3, 2003.  A summary of the report was published in the Winter 2003 CLEAR Newsletter, and is attached.
· Newly Revised Licensure Handbook:  Includes changes to the Social Work Practice Act as of this date, and pertinent Minnesota laws and rules affecting social work.  The Handbook will be available on the new website.

· State Budget:  There may be a small deficit in the state budget this year which will likely be managed with minor budget adjustments.  The health boards do not anticipate transfer of funds from their budget reserves. 
· Senator Kiscaden Meeting.  Since the Board of Behavioral Health Therapy’s (BBHT) legislation includes repealing the Office of Mental Health Practice (OMHP)  in July 2004, Kiscaden called a meeting with the Attorney General’s Office, Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), the Executive Director and Board member representative from Social Work, BBHT, Marriage and Family Therapy, and Psychology.  She asked them to propose and submit a plan by February 2004 which would cover the oversight of OMHP’s unlicensed mental health providers.  MDH is developing legislation to delay repealing OMHP until July 2005 in order to develop a transition plan.
4.
DISCIPLINARY MATTERS:  Louis Hoffman

(Executive Session – The meeting was closed to the public at 10:25 a.m.)

1.
In the Matter of an LGSW.  A motion was made by Garza, and seconded by Braun, to reject the Compliance Panel’s recommendation in this matter.  The motion carried unanimously.


2.
In the Matter of Heidi L. Jernstedt, LICSW.   A motion was made by Sawyer, and seconded by Garza, to approve the Amended Stipulation and Order.  The Motion carried unanimously.
(The meeting was reopened to the public at 10:35 a.m.)
5.
BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Compliance Committee:  Jane Braun

Braun reported that the committee did not meet.

B.
ESL Study Committee:  Peter Langseth

Langseth reported that Blue Cross and the Bremer Foundation denied the Committee’s grant request.  Grant writer Colleen McDonald assured Merriman that there are other sources to explore.  By March the Committee will determine the project’s deadline.  A report will be prepared.
C.
Executive Committee:  Peter Langseth

Langseth reported that the committee would meet today to discuss the Director’s performance appraisal.
D.
Finance Committee:  Antonia Wilcoxon

Bergmark reported that the Board’s budget is expected to be in the black at the end of the fiscal year.  Expenditures are at 34% due to low Attorney General costs (9.7%) and lower computer expenses.  Revenues are at 46.72%.
E.
Legislation & Rules/Drafting Subcommittee:  Tony Bibus

Bibus reported that Legislation & Rules did not meet.  The Drafting Committee’s revision schedule is on target.  Revisions will be completed by summer or early fall.  It was decided that the current exemptions, with some fine tuning, will remain the same as county social work directors are taking a strong position for maintaining exemptions for its employees.  In addition, the necessary political ground work has not been laid.  The Committee is working with the Minnesota Coalition of Licensed Social Workers on this matter, and former Board member, Bill Anderson, is doing a study on the Board’s actions taken upon public sector licensees in the past.  
6.
OTHER REPORTS
A. Advisory Committee:  Tony Bibus

Bibus referred to the attached committee minutes.  (He noted that the Board’s Advisory Committee representative and the Executive Director are invited to committee meetings in their entirety.)  The committee does not recommend changing the bylaws, but it recommends providing the committee’s history to new Board members.  The committee is also dispersing the Board’s legislative initiative to the professional associations represented on the Advisory Committee, and requesting their feedback. 
Addition to Agenda:  John Berns, the Governor’s Director of Appointments, addressed the Board regarding new Board appointments.  He noted that he is scheduling candidate phone interviews and he will present the results to the Governor by the end of the month.  He said the Governor takes Board appointments seriously, and that the following criteria are considered in this process:  statutory provisions; geographic, racial/ethnic, and gender diversity that reflect Minnesota’s population; and experienced people who care about the profession and public protection.

The Board members and staff introduced themselves.  Chair Langseth expressed appreciation to John Berns for the outreach efforts and serious consideration of potential appointments.
B. Council of Health Boards:  Paul Gaston

Zacher-Pate reported that she attended the Committee’s December 3 meeting.  Occupational groups seeking licensure were reviewed.  It was decided that the request for dental assistants to be licensed would be recommended, but licensure of denturists would not be recommended.  Also Anna Bonelli, research analyst hired by the Boards, reported on the study she conducted on health board governance.
C. HPSP:  Tony Bibus

Bibus reported that Sebring Khali will be the new liaison.  HPSP’s annual report is attached.

7.
(LUNCH:  11:30 – 12:00)

[Note:  Garza left the meeting at 12:00]
8.
HPSP ANNUAL REPORT:  Monica Feider

Feider referred to the attached report.  The following are Social Work statistics:

· The participation rate dropped this past year;

· 14 licensees completed the program;
· Five licensees were discharged;

· The Board has a 38% self-referral rate.

Feider discussed quality indicator initiatives in regard to drug screening, and the issues of dilution, low creatine, tests that indicate an interfering substance, and dealing with people who fail to appear for screenings,.  Non-compliant licensees are referred to the licensing board.

Langseth acknowledged the good quality of the report, and requested a geographical breakdown of program participation by out state licensees.  Feider can provide this information by area code in a future report.

Feider thanked Bibus for his past work with HPSP as the Board’s liaison.
9.
APPOINTMENTS: Peter Langseth
A. Confirm Committee Assignments

The Board decided to wait to fill Braun’s position on the Compliance Panel until the Governor’s Office has appointed new Board members.  Until that time, Braun agreed to remain on the Panel.
10.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Pam Luinenberg, Coordinator of the Minnesota Coalition of Licensed Social Workers, addressed a question Garza had concerning the removal of the licensure exemption of county social workers.  Luinenberg responded that it would not be pursued in this legislative session as it currently would not be supported by county social work directors.  The Coalition is working on consolidating support for this initiative, which includes dealing with the union, and surveying its membership.
11.
ADJOURN

The meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Antonia Wilcoxon

Secretary-Treasurer
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