REGULAR BOARD MEETING

University Park Plaza

University Conference Room A – 4th Floor

2829 University Avenue SE

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

September 27, 2002

 MINUTES

Members Present:
Kathleen Beehler, LSW
Miriam Bergmark, Public Member

Anthony Bibus, III, LISW 

Jane Braun, LSW

Paul Gaston, LSW 

Barbara Kaufman, LISW, Vice-Chair

Margaret Sebring Khali, LSW

Marilyn Kiloran, LICSW

Peter Langseth, LSW, Secretary-Treasurer

Lois McDougall, Public Member

Anoma Mullegama, LICSW

Steven Sawyer, LICSW, Chair

Timothy Schmidt, Public Member

Members Absent:
Antonia Wilcoxon, Public Member




Michael Yang, Public Member

Staff Present:

Louis Hoffman, Director of Compliance
Frank Merriman, Executive Director
Brenda Mammenga, Compliance Coordinator

Sheryl McNair, LICSW, Staff Social Worker 

Connie Oberle, Office Manager

Kate Zacher-Pate, LSW, Director of Licensure

1.
WELCOME TO NEW BOARD MEMBER:  Timothy Schmidt
Chair Sawyer called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.; a quorum was present.  Timothy Schmidt from Brainerd was introduced as a new public Board member. 
2.
PROPOSED AGENDA:

The agenda was approved.  A motion was made by Kaufman, seconded by Braun, to approve the agenda for the September 27, 2002 Board meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.
3.
MINUTES FOR THE JULY 26, 2002 BOARD MEETING

Bergmark noted that Section III, the Executive Director’s report, should state Merriman as the conference contact instead of Bergmark.  Bibus noted that he is not interested in CAC.  A motion was made by Braun, seconded by McDougall, to approve the minutes as amended for the July 26, 2002 Board meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.
4.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Frank Merriman
Action Items:

· Board Meeting Schedule for 2003:  Sawyer has conflict with the proposed dates; consult by e-mail; Kiloran does not have e-mail.

· Conferences:  Sign-up sheets passed.  Beehler will attend the CAC 2002 Annual Meeting November 13-15, 2002 in San Francisco, CA.  Bergmark and Khali are down as “possibly.”  Kiloran and Kaufman will attend the ASWB Annual meeting November 8-10, 2002 in Savannah, Georgia.  Merriman and Zacher-Pate will also attend.  Yang will attend ASWB new member training in March.  The Board approved two members to attend the September 2002 CLEAR Annual Conference in Las Vegas, but no one attended. 
· Orientation for New Board Members:  Kiloran will mentor Timothy Schmidt. 
Information Items:
· Addresses:  The address list will be revised as Kiloran’s work phone and fax has changed; she does not have e-mail.  Schmidt’s e-mail is “regionfive” instead of “redionfive.”
· Attendance Record:  A sign-in sheet will be passed to record Board members’ attendance.

· Budget:  The Finance Committee will keep the Board informed of developments regarding the Department of Finance’s required 10 percent reduction in the Board’s expenses.
(Gaston arrives at 10:22.)
· Bylaws:  Proposed bylaws will be considered by the Board at its November meeting.
· Computer Project:  Paper work was completed for the Office of Technology to release $120,000 for the project.  Implementation will begin by the first of the year.
· Staff Reorganization:  Upon DOER’s reclassification and approval, Zacher-Pate will be appointed as Assistant Director.  Zacher-Pate and Oberle will be promoted to supervisory positions.  Braun asked that the Board go on record as respecting their valuable service and work.
· Public Information:  Zacher-Pate will be responsible for coordinating and reporting on public information activities. 
5. DISCIPLINARY MATTERS (Executive session)
1.
In the Matter of Michelle L. Pearson, LSW – Contested Case Hearing.  Licensee’s response to the Board’s Notice of Hearing for Non-Compliance with Stipulation and Order was passed out.  Pearson appeared unrepresented by counsel.  Susan Damon represented the Board; Robert Holley represented the Compliance Panel, comprised of Braun and Khali.  At 10:43 a.m. Sawyer read instructions to the Board, at 10:45 Bibus recused himself, and at 10:48 a.m. Damon gave instructions regarding the proceedings. Holley presented to the Board.  Pearson presented to the Board and responded to questions.  At 11:22 Damon read closing instructions.  Braun, Khali, Holley, Pearson and Hoffman left the hearing.
(The hearing was closed at 11:23 a.m. for deliberation.)

A motion was made by Kaufman, seconded by Kiloran, to adopt the Stipulation and Order as revised, to be drafted by Damon.  The motion carried unanimously, with Bibus recused.
At Damon’s recommendation, a motion was made by McDougall, seconded by Langseth, to authorize a subcommittee to review the draft Stipulation and Order before it is finalized.  The motion carried unanimously, with Bibus recused.

(Bibus returned to the meeting at 11:50 a.m., at which time the Board recessed until 12:00  p.m.)
2.
In the Matter of Karen L. Eckstrom, LGSW – Order Granting Unconditional License.  A motion was made by Bibus, seconded by Braun, to approve the Order Granting Unconditional License.  The motion carried unanimously.
3.
In the Matter of Julie M. Kiecker, LSW – Stayed Suspension of License.  A motion was made by Langseth, seconded by Kaufman, to approve the Compliance Panel’s recommendation to accept the Stipulation and Order, except Licensee shall pay $500 in partial reimbursement for the cost of the Board’s investigation before the stayed suspension is removed from her license.  The motion carried unanimously, with Khali opposed.
4.
In the Matter of Lee A. Lindsey, Jr., LGSW.  A motion was made by Kaufman, seconded by McDougall, to accept the Compliance Panel’s recommendation to accept the Amended Stipulation and Order.  The motion carried unanimously.
(The meeting was re-opened to the public at 12:15 p.m.)
6.

ATTENDANCE AT ASWB & CAC CONFERENCES:  Frank Merriman


ASWB:  Attendees:  Kiloran, Kaufman, Zacher-Pate, and Merriman will attend November 8-10, 2002 in Savannah, Georgia.  Kiloran is a delegate, Kaufman is on the Examination Committee, and Zacher-Pate is a participant in the focus group. 


CAC:  A motion was made by Braun, and seconded by Kiloran, to authorize sending three people to the CAC conference November 13-15, 2002 in San Francisco, California.  The motion carried unanimously.

7.
BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS
Licensure Exam Study Proposal - Peter Langseth: A report by the Licensure Examination Study Work Group was passed out by Langseth.  A motion was made by McDougall, and seconded by Braun, to approve a contract to pay up to $2500 to grant writer Colleen McDonald for consulting services to the Board for proposal development and fundraising.  The motion carried unanimously, with Sawyer opposed.  A motion was made by Braun and seconded by Langseth to approve Ralph Holcomb as the researcher to conduct the study if a foundation provides funding.   The motion carried unanimously.
(The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:30 p.m. and reconvened at 1:00 p.m.)
8. BUDGET FOR FY 2004-FY 2005 BIENNIUM:  Peter Langseth

“Working Draft for FY 2004-2005 Budget” and “Finance Committee Minutes (7/25/02)” were passed out.  Merriman reviewed the proposed budget for next biennium:  the Board’s $780,000 budget for direct costs includes a 10% budget reduction; there may be a 5% reduction in licensure fees; Dept. of Finance will not restore the Boards’ ability to increase/adjust fees based on COLA; lease negotiations may continue to sometime next year; AGO costs were estimated on the basis of a 5 year average; for the remainder of this biennium, use the entire $120,000 computer project allocation, and reduce/eliminate microfilming.
9.

REINSTATEMENT/RESTORATION OF LICENSES:  Kate Zacher-Pate
1.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement of Case A’s LSW License.  A motion was made by Braun, seconded by Kaufman, to accept staff recommendation that the Board deny Petitioner’s request for restoration of the expired LSW license. The motion carried unanimously.
2.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement of Case B’s LSW License.  A motion was made by Braun, seconded by McDougall, to accept staff recommendation that the Board approve Petitioner’s request for reinstatement of the expired LSW license. The motion carried unanimously.
3.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement of Case C’s LSW License. A motion was made by Braun, seconded by Langseth, to accept staff recommendation that the Board approve Petitioner’s request for reinstatement of the expired LSW license. The motion carried unanimously.

4.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement of Case D’s LSW License. A motion was made by Braun, seconded by Schmidt, to accept staff recommendation that the Board deny Petitioner’s request for restoration of the expired LSW license. The motion carried, with Kiloran opposed.

(Discussion on tracking mail; Merriman & Zacher-Pate will talk to postal service.)

10.
MOTION FOR ALTERNATIVES TO REINSTATEMENT:  Tony Bibus
The following motion was made by Bibus, seconded by Gaston.  The motion carried, with Langseth opposed.
1.
The Board directs staff and the Legislative and Rules Committee to compose and bring before the Board changes in rule necessary to implement reinstatement of expired licenses, under the following conditions:  

a) The former licensee shall submit an application for reinstatement of their expired license within one year of the expiration date of the license.

b) The former licensee shall submit a reinstatement fee, no less than $750 $500 and not to exceed $1000 $750 (to be recommended by the Legislative and Rules Committee).
c) The former licensee must have completed and shall report the required continuing education hours in effect at the time of expiration of the license.

2.
The Board directs staff and the Legislative and Rules Committee to review whether there should be revisions to the “hardship” provision in current MN Rules, part 8740.0200, subpart 3, which states:

C.  The board shall reinstate an expired license when the licensee demonstrates to the board that the licensee was unable to comply with the license renewal requirements due to a mental or physical condition.

11.
PROPOSED BYLAWS:  Steve Sawyer


Prior to the November 22, 2002 Board meeting, review proposal and e-mail comments to Merriman.  Consider proposal at November 22, 2002 Board meeting.  
12.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  Steve Sawyer


Kiloran, Braun and Schmidt will develop a slate of candidates for the three Board officers:  Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary/Treasurer.  Board members should indicate their interest to the committee prior to the November 22, 2002 Board meeting.
13.
BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS
A.
Application Review Committee:  Tony Bibus and Kate Zacher-Pate
· 22 licenses granted under the FB/ESL provision to date.  To date 32 applications received; no applications denied.
· Per Board direction, staff sent 187 notices publicizing the one-year anniversary of the FB/ESL Law.  Notices were sent to CSWE accredited social work programs (BSW and MSW) in Minnesota and surrounding states, agencies, advisory committee members and the Hmong Mental Health Providers Network.
B.
Compliance Committee:  Jane Braun


Questions to be reviewed by the Advisory Committee:

1) Discontinue disciplinary action publication to newspapers/professional organizations and mail notice directing them to Board’s web site for this information?
2) Should “character” language in the statutes permit disciplining a licensee for substantiated heinous acts committed prior to licensure, or outside the practice of social work?
3) What criteria should be used to develop a list of supervisors for disciplined licensees?

4) Of the 120 potential unauthorized, unlicensed practicing social work who are contacted, 5-6 (primarily ESL/ADA) cannot pass the test.  What should be the Board’s approach to these cases?
C.
Executive Committee:  Steve Sawyer


Worked on by-laws by e-mail; no formal meeting.
D. Finance Committee:  Peter Langseth
See “Budget,” section 6.
E.
Legislation and Rules Committee:  Tony Bibus
Strategy for SCOBO recommendations:  Prepare noncontroversial recommendations for 2003 legislative session by the November 22, 2002 Board meeting; in 2004 seek change from four to three licensure levels; in 2005 propose eliminating all exemptions.
F.
Licensure Exam Study Work Group:  Peter Langseth
The Practice Analysis Group reported that ASWB is translating tests into French in Canada.  In the future, Arizona may have Spanish tests.
14.
OTHER REPORTS

A.
Advisory Committee:  Barbara Kaufman
“Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes for 8/23/02” passed out.  The Committee discussed supporting repeal of licensure exemptions, an on-line newsletter, and pursuing universal licensure.
B.
Council of Health Boards:  Lois McDougall


No report.
C.
E-Therapy Committee:  Kate Zacher-Pate


No meeting; working on draft report.
D.
HPSP:  Tony Bibus
With increased caseloads and current staffing, HPSP is facing a crisis.  The ratio should be 100 cases per case manager, but projections are for 120-130 by 2003.  The Program Committee, however, voted to have HPSP submit a 10% budget reduction proposal as is being required of the Boards by the Dept. of Finance.  
15. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Pam Luinenburg, Minnesota Coalition of Social Workers:

· She would bring website improvement information to Coalition members, asking for feedback.

· There are requests for a newsletter; the web site could be the mechanism to publish information.
· Questioned why the Board is mandated to reduce costs by 10% when it does not belong to the general fund.
· Coalition is pleased with the reinstatement motion (see #10).

16.
ADJOURN

A motion was made by McDougall, seconded by Bibus, to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.

(The meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m.)
Respectfully submitted,
PETER LANGSETH, LSW

Secretary-Treasurer
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