STATE OF MINNESOTA
BOARD OF ARCHITECTURE, ENGINEERING,
LAND SURVEYING, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, GEOSCIENCE
AND INTERIOR DESIGN

In the matter of STIPULATION AND ORDER
Rafic Chehouri, PE .
License Number 20485 Board File No. 2004-0083

TO: .Mr. Rafic Chehouri

6214 Otter Lake Road _

White Bear Lake, Minnesota 55110

The Minnesota Board of Architecture, Enéineering, Land Surveying, Landscape
Art:hi’tecture, Geoscience and Interior Design (“Board”) is authorized pursuant to
Minnesota étatutes §8 214.10 and 326.111 to review complaints against architects,
professional engineers, land surveyors, -!ands'cape architects, geoscientists, and
. “cerfified interior designers, and to take diséip!inary action whenever appropriate.

The Board received informétion conceming Mr. Rafic Chehouri (“Re.spondent”).
The Board’s Comp_!ai'nt Committee ("“Committee”) reviewed the information. 'fhe parties
have agreed that t'he matter may now be resolved by this Stipulation and Order.

STIPULATION

IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between Respondent and the Committee as
follows: |

1. Jurisdiction. The Respondent currently holds a license to practice :
préfessionai engineering issued by the Board. Respondent is subject to the jurisdicti‘on'r
of .the Board with respect to the métters referred fo in this Stipulation.

2. Facts. This Stipulati_on is based upon the‘ following facts:



a. Reépondent was first license'd to practice, professional engineering
in the State of Minnesota on March 7, 1990.

b. On June'SO, 1998, Respondent’s license to practice professional
engineering in the State of Minnesota expired.

c. | On Méy 17, 1999, Respondent certified design drawings and
specifications for the non-exempt project known as the Wabasha West Streetscape
Phase | City Project 99-P-1173 Iécated in St. Paul, Minnesota. A true and correct copy
of the Wabasha West Streetscape Phase | City Project 99-P-1173 construction plans

and Speciﬁcations is on file at the Board office. |
d. On May 26, 2000, Respondent cediﬁed design drawings and |
' speciﬁbations for'the_ npn-exéﬁlpt project known as the Phase 4 — Kellogg Boulevard |
- étreetscape City Project 00-P-1190 located iﬁ St. Paul, Minnesota. A true and correct
copy of the Phase 4 — Kelilogg Boulevard Streetscape Clty Project 00-P-1190
constructlon plans and specifications is on file at the Board office.

e. On May 28, 2002, Respondent certified de'sign d'rawings and
s;‘)eciﬁcatio.ns for the hon-exempt project known as the Wabasha West Phase 1 City
.Project QZ-P~1229_ located in St Paﬁl, Minnesota. A true and correct copy of the
Wabasha West Phase i City Project 02-P-1229 plans is on file at the Board office.

f. On or about May" 17, 2004, Respondent's license to practice
professional engineering in th:e State of Minnesota was reihstated.‘_ |

3.  Violations. Respondent admits that the facts speéif’ ed above constitute
violations of Minn. Stat § 326. 02 subdivisions 1 and 3 and 326.03, subd 1 (2004) and

‘ .are suffi C|ent grounds for the action specified below.



4. Enforcement Action, Respondent and the Committee agree that the Board

should issue an Order in accordance with the foliowing terms:
a. Reprimand. Respondent is reprimanded for the foregoing conduct.

. b. Ethics Course. Within one year of the date of the attached Board

. Order, respondent shall successfully complete, and submit acceptable documentation
thereof, a course in professional ethics approved -in advance by the Complaint

Committees.

C. Civil Penalty. Respondent shall pay to the Board a civil penalty of
three thousand doflars ($3,000.00). Respondent‘ shall pay three thousand dollars
, ‘($3,000.00) to the Board by making six (6) equal payments of five hundred dollars -

($500.00) by cashier's check or money order, payable to the “Board of Architecture, |
| Ehgineering, Land Surveying, Landscape Architecture, Geosciehée, end Interior
Desigp," Which must be received by the Board ofﬁce on or before: March 31, 2006; June |
- 30, 2006; Septer,ﬁber 30, 2006; December 31, 2006; March -31, 2007; and lJune 30,

2007.

5 Additional Discipline for ‘Violatipns of Order. If'Resppndent violates thfs
Stipulation and Order, Minn. Stat. ch. 326, or Minn. Ruie ch. 1800 or 1805,'the Board
' 'may impose additional discipline pursuant to the following procedure: |

a. The Committee shall schedule a hearing before the Boérd. At least
thirty days prior to the hearihg, the Committee shall mail Respondent a poﬁce of the
violation alleged by the Committee end of the time and place of the hearing. Withip
fourteen days after the notice is_mailed, Respond'ent shall subpﬂt .a response to the

allegations. If Respondent does not submit a timely response to the Board, the



allegations may be deemed admitted.

b. At the hearing before the Board, the Complaint Committee and
' Réspondentlmay submit affidavits made on-personal knowledge and argument based
- on the record in support of their positions. The evidentiary record before the Board shall
be Iiniited to such affidavils and -this Stipulatioﬁ and Order. Respondent waives al
hearing before an administrative law judge and waives diScoVery, cross~e£aminatioﬁ of
‘a‘dverrse witnesées, and other procedures governing administrative hearings or civil
tﬁals. |

c. At the hearing, the Board wflt determine whether to impose
.additional disciplinare/ action, including additional conditions or limitations on
Respondent's practice or suspension or 'revocati@n of Respondent's license.

6. Collection. In accordance with Minn*.Stat. § 16D, subd. 2 (2004), in the
event this order becomes final 'and Respondént does not comply with the condition in
parégraph 4(c) above, Respondent agrees that the Board may file and enforce tﬁe
unpaid portion of the civil penalty as a judgment without further notice or additional
précee'dings. | |

7. | Waiver of Respondent’s Rights. For the purpose of this Stipulation,

Respbndent waives él! procedures and proceedings before the Bloard to. which
Respondent may 'b'e‘e_ntitled under the Minnésota and United States constitutions, -
.statt'lteé, or the ruleé of thé Board, including the right té dispute the allegations against
ﬁespondent, to diSpﬁte the appropriat-eness.of discipline in a contested case
' ‘ procéeding pursuant to Minn. Stat. ch. 14, and to dispute the civil penalty imposed by

this Agreement. Respondent agrees that upon the application of the Committee without



notice to or-an appearance by Respondent, the Board may issue an Order containihg
the enforcement action specified in paragraph 4 herein. Respondent waives the right to
any judiciat review of the Order by appeal, writ of certiorari, or otherwise.

8. Board Rejection of Stipulation and Order. In the event the Board in its

discretion does not approve this Stipulation and Order or a lesser remedy than specified
: herein, this Stipulation and Order shall be null a‘nd void and shall not be used for ahy
purpose by either party hereto. If this Stipulation is not.approved and a contested case
proceeding is initiated pursuant to Minn. Stat. ch. 14, Respondent agrees not to object
o the Board's initiation of the proceedings and hearing the case on the basis that the
Board has become disqualified due to its review and consideration of this Stipulation

and the record.

9. Unrelated Violations. This settlement éhali not in any way or manner limit
or affect the authority of the Board to proceed égainst Réqundent by initiating'a
' _contested caée héafing or by other appropriate means on the basis of Aany act, conduct,
or admissiqn of Respondeﬁt justifying disciplinary action which occurred before or after
the date of this Stipulation and: Order ahd which is not directly related t;) tﬁe specific
 faicts and circumstances set forth herein,

10. Record. The Stipulation, related investigative reports and bther documents
shali‘constitute the entire‘record 61‘ the proceedinggﬁ herein upon ‘which the Order is
based. The investigative reports, other documents, or summaries thereéf may be filed
with the Board with this Stipulation. |

11.  Data Classification. Under the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act,

this Stipulation énd_Order is classified as pt}biic data upon its issuance by the Bbard.



Minn. Stat. § 13.41, subd. 4 (2004). All documents in the record shall maintain the data
_ classification to which they are entitled under the Minnesota Government Data Practices
Act, Minn. Stat. ch. 13. They shall not, to the extent they are not already public

documents, become public merely because they are referenced herein.

12.  Entire Agreement. Respondent has read, understood, and agreed to this
Stipulation and is freely and voluntarily signing it. The Stipulation contains the entire
agreement befween the parties hereto relaﬁng to the allegations referenced herein.
Respondent is not relying on any othér agreement or representations of any kind, verbal
or otherwise. | |

| 13. Counsel.. Respondent-is -awaré that he may chose t5 be represénted'_ by
_legal counsel in this matier. Respondent knowingly waived Iegai representatlon

14. Serwce If approved by the Board, a copy of this Stlpulation and Order

shall be served personally or by first class maif on Re_spondent. The order shall be

effective and deemed issued when it is signé_d by the Chair of the Board.

RESPONDENT | COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

QLZ/A/ WM By: i;,\ng lz.@g,;:&z;;;ﬁ

Name Billie Lawton, Public Member
Committee Chair

Dated: - .‘ !O%/ O/C’ Dated: __




ORDER
Upon consideration of the foregoing Stipulation and based upon all the files,

records and proceedings herein, all terms of the Stipulation are apprerd and hereby

issued as an Order of this Board on this the /377 i day of Jpsvaey | 72206 ,

MINNESOTA BOARD OF

ARCHITECTURE, ENGINEERING,

LAND SURVEYING, LANDSCAPE

ARCHITECTURE, GEOSCIENCE AND
DESIGN

INTEE%OZ( -
/)
By: Mm‘%%%fm// g

Harvey Harvald, PE
Board Chair




